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INTRODUCTION

In August 2010, a conference was held in Beijing. It was co-hosted by
an international team of institutions including the Chinese Association of
Work and Labour Studies, Beijing Normal University’s China Labour
Studies Centre, Rutgers University’s School of Management and
Labour Relations (US), and the University of Greenwich’s Maritime
Institute (UK ) . More than 50 scholars and researchers attended the
conference, of whom about 30 presented papers for discussion. These
delegates were from China, Japan, Korea, Australia, the UK, the
USA, Hong Kong of China and Taiwan of China, representing institu-
tions in higher education, trade unions, legal firms and international
organisations including the International Labour Otganisation (ILO).
The theme of this conference was clearly stated in its title:  Chinese
Trade Union and Labour Law : Past, Present and Future’

This book is compiled on the basis of the papers contributed to the
discussion at the conference. At the invitation of ZHAO Minghua and
ZHAO Wei, the two principal editors of the book, I decided to take
this opportunity and write this paper as the introduction. As shown in
the following, I would like to use this space to provide an outlined
review and analysis of the works of the contributors.

In China, 2010 was a year of significance in the development of
labour-related legislations. It saw the 60th anniversary of New China’s

first Trade Union Law promulgated on 28 June 1950, and the 15th



