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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Verne, Jules (1828 — 1905), French author, is regarded as
the father of science fiction. He was born in Nantes, studied
law in Paris, and from 1848 until 1863 wrote opera librettos
and plays. In 1863, he achieved his first real success with the
publication of Five Weeks in a Balloon, a short fantasy that
anticipated his later works.

Verne rode a wave of 19th century interest in science and
invention to enormous popular favour. Laying a carefully
documented scientific foundation for his fantastic adventure
stories, he forecast with remarkable accuracy many scien-
tific achievements of the 20th century. He anticipated flights
into outer space, submarines, helicopters, air conditioning,
guided missiles, and motion pictures long before they were
developed. Among his most popular books are Journey to
the Center of the Earth (1864), From the Earth to the Moon
(1865), Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea (1870), and
Around the World in Eighty Days (1873).
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1

THE REMARKABLE AS-
SIGNMENT

he French Government had appointed me for a scien

tific expedition that was to be held in Nebraska, the United
States of America because of my work as a Professor of Natu-
ral History in the Paris Museum. I was to leave for France in
the beginning of May, from New York, where I reached in the
end of March. I utilized this time interval in classifying my
highly valued collections made in Nebraska. It was during my
stay in New York that Scotia the ship, faced this incident. She
had been struck by something sharp and penetrating.

The subject was the most talked about, throughout New
York. I was fully prepared for any sort of discussions, as I had
long been working on the subject concerned. One of my works
of two volumes, published in France and titled The Mysteries
of The Great Submarine Grounds had gained importance and
[ was seen as a person of high reputation and vast knowledge
on Natural History — It was sooner than expected when the
New York Herald asked my views on this matter, as to how it

10



ML R

LTS5

5 E B IR B 2% 36 B R AR BB I 25—tk FH# 4R
R, Bob#ZOREYMEARENEE. RE=AKEEX
A2y, sHEREEHMEER A, LEtF L& HiE
R A B N SR B2 Sbr A ML B B, o 7 % M T
SRR FHREAEX AR AR, f LB R &
RIS T .

2k R R K FIRIRIEE X — 168 BT
X H T B R AT E N, AR E Rt — ] T
RAETE, FOARTERE B —# ks L. TR,
Bk CBERATMELY, X323 TRAIEM, miki
HBL R AE AR B SUBIR N . FEERIA . AA (4
2RI BORIEBR X FRZROIUA. AAFET

11



Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea

all happened. A whale like creature was sighted moving very
rapidly and often by naval sailors. An extract of the article,
published on 30th April, is as follows:

“After having examined the different hypotheses' one by
one and all other suppositions being rejected, the existence
of a marine animal of excessive strength must be admitted.
If we do not know all living species, we must, of course,
look for the animal in question amongst the already classi-
fied marine animals, and in that case, I should be disposed to
admit the existence of a gigantic narwhal.

“The common narwhal, or the sea unicorn, is often 60ft.
long. This size, increased 5 to 10 times, and strength in pro-
portion to its offensive arms being increased in the same
proportion, you obtain the animal required.

“The narwhal is armed with a kind of ivory sword or
halberd, as some naturalists call it. It is the main tusk, and is
as hard as steel. Some of these tusks have been found embed-
ded in the bodies of whales, which the narwhal always attacks
with success. Others have been taken out of ships’ bottoms
with difficulty, which they pierced through and through.

“Now, suppose this weapon to be 10 times stronger, and
its possessor 10 times more powerful, and then hurl it at the
rate of 20 miles an hour and you obtain a shock that might

L ABELPHHREIALKFACRYHH A, —hEi
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produce the catastrophe required. Therefore, until I get more
detailed information, I shall suppose it to be a sea, unicorn

of colossal dimensions armed with a real spur.”

My article proved to be quite popular and raised a lot of
discussion in public. While finally the most accepted idea
came to be that of the object being a huge animal though, it
was not taken to be a sea serpent, in any way. The high speed
and rapidity of change of position was possible only through
a machine, which was absent or still undiscovered. A float-
ing hull or a wreck of huge size was also not accepted, and
finally, only two possibilities remained: the first told the
object to be a sea monster of huge size and the second called
it to be something as a submarine of very high motive power.

But then the first possibility prevailed, and the more posi-
tive believers, especially in Europe and America, pressed
upon getting rid of this animal, to improve communications
through the seas. The United States took the first step in this
way, holding an expedition in New York, to discuss about
the narwhal. Abraham Lincoln, a very fast frigate, was
commissioned, while Captain Farragnt, who was given charge
of the Frigate, actively armed it.

No one heard of the monster for two months. Suddenly on
2nd July, news came in that it was seen three weeks back by
a streamer travelling from California to Shanghai in the North
Pacific Ocean. The ship was prepared and just three hours

14
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before the Abraham Lincoln left, I received the following

message-

“To,

“M. ARONNAX,

“Professor of the Paris Museum,

“Fifth Avenue Hotel,

“New York.”

“Sir,

“If you would like to join the expedition of the Abraham
Lincoln, the United States Government will have great plea-
sure in seeing France represented by you in the enterprise.
Captain Farragnt has a cabin at your disposal.

“ Faithfully Yours,
“J. B. HOBSON
Secretary of Marine”

I had earlier decided to go through the N W Passage, and
follow and study this sea monster. The secretary’s letter sup-
ported my firm decision of getting the world rid of this “dan-
ger of the seas”. This was now the final goal of my life.

I called out impatiently for my servant, Conseil. He was
more than a calm and brave Dutchman, in whom I had great
confidence. Being my regular companion, he rendered me
not only the due professional service but also a lot of per-
sonal support. He was quite an active fellow, full of energy
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