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FORWARD

It is our belief and experience that there exists in our
schools today a great need for a better way to teach English.
Students and teachers will readily attest to this fact. In
our research, we found that most imported teaching materi-
als fail to motivate the student, primarily because they are
seen as irrelevent and do not address the particular needs
of Taiwan students.

For example, lessons on breakfast terms typically in-
clude words such as “cereal,” which are of little help to a
Chinese student in the habit of eating rice soup, soybean
milk, baked rolls, and Chinese fritters in the morning.
After much deliberation, we concluded that the content of
our materials should be made more localized and “down-to-
earth.”

Therefore, for the past five years. we have collected
conversational situations, phrases, words, and sentences of
practical value to our studeﬁ‘t»’sQ. »Whi‘e compiling the AT
American English Conversatwn Textbaoks, we have sought
the advice and counsel ofaepeperts in Imgmstlcs and peda-
gogy, field-tested textboo‘k§ in; adtua\ classroom situations,
and established a review precess in which texts are contin-
ually revised and corrected.

Great care has gone into the preparation of these texts;
nevertheless, we welcome any comments, corrections, or
suggestions for improvement. |If this work differs from
other books now available, it is because we have taken into
account Chinese attitudes toward teaching and learning.

THE COMPILERS
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Lesson 1 A Visit to the Dentist

ﬂ A Visit to the Dentist

Visit the dentist’s office.
Complain about a toothache.

@ (A) LET’S TALK

>

: What's wrong, Tom ?
: Oh, John. I've had a bad tooth-

: Why don't you go and see the

ache since last night.

dentist ?

[ guess I'd better.

Good morning, Doctor. [ seem to have one or two
bad teeth which I think should be taken out. They
hurt .

I'll have a look at them. Please sit down. Open
your mouth wide. Yes, this one is completely de-
cayed. Shall I take the bad one out now?

I suppose I'd better get it over
with, but I hope it won't hurt
too much.

I'll give you an injection to deaden
the nerve. Open wide... thank
you... there you are. Rinse your
mouth, and dont bite on that
side for a day or two, until the
wound heals.
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