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1. intestinal
[in'testinl ] adj.
e, A, (K
A MR R

2. malady

['meladi] n.

KA, ChlE I
) ¥k, B

3. acute

[o'kjurt] adj.
Sty BIEM,
20

As a young man, Al was a skilled
artist, a potter. He had a wife and two
fine sons. One night, his oldest son
developed a severe stomachache. Think-
ing it was only some common intestinal
disorder, neither Al nor his wife took the
condition very seriously. But the malady
was actually acute appendicitis and the
boy died suddenly that night.

Knowing the death could have been
prevented if he had only realized the
seriousness of the situation, Al’s emoti-
onal health deteriorated under the enor-
mous burden of his guilt. To make mat-

ters worse his wife left him a short time



later, leaving him alone with his six-year-
old younger son. The hurt and pain of the
two situations were more than Al could
handle, and he turned to alcohol to help
him cope. In time Al became an alcoh-
olic,

As the alcoholism progressed, Al
began to lose everything he possessed-
his home, his land, his art objects,
everything. Eventually Al died alone in a
San Francisco motel room.

When 1 heard of Al’s death, 1
reacted with the same disdain the world
his life with
“What a
“What a

shows for one who ends
nothing material to show for it.
" 1 thought.
totally wasted life! ”

complete failure!

As time went by, I began to re-
evaluate my earlier harsh judgment. You
see, I knew Al’'s now adult son, Ernie.
He is one of the kindest, most caring,
most loving men I have ever known. I
watched Ernie with his children and saw
the free flow of love between them. I
knew that kindness and caring had to
come from somewhere.

I hadn’t heard Ernie talk much
about his father. It is so hard to defend
an alcoholic. One day I worked up my
courage to ask him. “I’m really puzzled

by something,” I said. “I know your

4. appendicitis

[9,pendi'saitis ] n.

(E)HE X

5. deteriorate

[ di'tiarioreit ] vi.
T b, TR

6. alcoholic

[ ,@lka'holik |

n EiEA, AR
adj. B

7. alcoholism

['zlkaholizam ] n.

BAN T &
8. motel
[moau'tel ] n.
A EHRAE

9. disdain
[dis'dein ]

n SAL, 2%
vt. EFAL
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father was basically the only one to raise
you. What on earth did he do that you
became such a special person? ”

Emie sat quietly and reflected for a
few moments. Then he said, “From my
earliest memories as a child until T left
home at 18, Al came into my room every
night, gave me a kiss and said, ‘I love
you, son.’”

Tears came to my eyes as | realized
what a fool I had been to judge Al as a
failure. He had not left any material
possessions behind. But he had been a
kind loving father, and he left behind one
of the finest, most giving men I have ever

known.
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if I saw you in heaven
Would it be the same
if I saw you in heaven
I must be strong
and carry on
’cos I know I don’t belong

here in heaven

.
Would you hold my hand
if I saw you in heaven
Would you help me stand
if I saw you in heaven
I’ll find my way
through night and day
’cos I know I just can’t stay

here in heaven

Time can bring you down

Time can bend your knees

Time can break your heart
Have you begging please
begging please

.
Beyond the door
there’s peace 1’m sure
and I know
there’ll be no more

tears in heaven
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They both thought that a sudden feeling
had united them.
This certainty is beautiful, even more

beautiful than uncertainty.

They thought they didn’t know each
other,
nothing had ever happened between
them,
These streets, these stairs, this corridors,

Where they could have met so long ago?

I would like to ask them, if they can
remember—

perhaps in a revolving door face to face

WAL R B

(i)

1. corridors
['korido: ] n.
AR, @il

2. revolve

[ri'valv] vt. & vi.

(&) 4%
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3. fate

[feit] n.

g

4. destiny
['destini] n.
iR Ry R
5. stifle

['staifl] vt. & vi.
U)EE; ()ERN
6. indication
[indi'keifon] n.
P &

7. decipherable
[di'saifarabl ] adj.
T S B 84

8. suitcase
['sjustkeis] n.
FRA

9. luggage
['lAgid3] n.
iTF

one day?

A “sorry” in the crowd?
“Wrong number” on the phone?
— but I know the answer.

No, they don’t remember.

How surprised they would be
For such a long time already
Fate has been playing with them.
Not quite yet ready to change into
destiny,

which brings them nearer and yet further,
cutting their path

and stifling a laugh,

escaping ever further;

There were signs, indications,
undecipherable, what does in matter.
Three years ago, perhaps or even last
Tuesday,

this leaf flying from one shoulder to
another?

Something lost and gathered.

Who knows, perhaps a ball already

in the bushes, in childhood?

There were handles, door bells,

where, on the trace of a hand,

another hand was placed;

suilcases next to one another in the left
luggage.

And maybe one night the same dream



forgotten on walking;

But every beginning is only a
continuation,

and the book of fate is always open

in the middle.
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