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With the Heliconian Muses let us start

Our song : they hold the great and holy mount
Of Helicon, and on their delicate feet

They dance around the darkly bubbling spring
And round the altar of the mighty Zeus.

They wash their soft skin in the horse's spring
Or in Permessus or Olmeius , then

Dance, fair and graceful, on the mountain top
And whirl their feet about. Then they rise up
Wraped in a mist, and go at night , to hymn
With lovely voices, aegis —bearing Zeus ,

And lady Hera of Argos, she who goes

On golden sandals , and the maid » grey —eyed
Athena, daughter of aegis —bearing Zeus;
Phoebus Apollo s Artemis, who delights

In arrows, and Poseidon , he who shakes,

The earth and holds it , Themis revered ,

And Aphrodite, flirting with her eyes,

Gold - crowned Hebe, fair Dione, then

Leto and crooked Cronus, lapetos,

Eos, great Helios, bright Selene,

Gaia and mighty Ocean, and at last

Black Night and all the other immortal godst
Who live forever, all that holy race. ®

@® Hesiod, Theogony and Works and Days. Penguin Books Ltd. 1973.
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