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A Brief Introduction

Zhang Dai was an outstanding figure in literature, historiogra-
phy,and art theory in the juncture of Ming and Qing dynasties.
Historically , his academic achievements were underrated for lack
of proper documentation. On the basis of ample primary sources,
the present book attempts a comprehensive account of his legend-
ary life stories with a focus on a systematic analysis of his contri-
butions in the fields of social philosophy, literary aesthetics, histo-

riography , and literature.
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