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A Brief Introduction

Chen Liang was a famous seholar in the Southern Song Dynas-
ty. His doctrine, which was based on his specific awareness of Lhe
conflicts between the flourishment of the Neo-Confucianism and the
weakness of the state power in his time, takes political affairs as its
ultimate concern. Ajming at the restoration of the Northern China,
Chen insists on the principle of developing social productivity and
increasing people’s material benefits through a systematic reforma-
tion of social institutions. His utilitarianism is not in harmony with
the tendency of Neo-Confueianism, but it represents an endeavor to
deliver the society from its pelitical-economic predicament, and
sets up a distinet paitern of value judgement different from the tra-
ditional Cenfucianism in Chinese intellectual history. This book is
a monograph about Chen’s life and thought. The authors reinvesti-
gate Chen’s life and correct some mistakes of historical records on
the basis of intensive material analysis. The major part of the book
consists of systematic studies on Chen's ideas in the fields of histo-
ry, politics, philosophy, literature and so on. The historical
sources of Chen’s thought and the interrelations of his ideas wilh
the theories of Zhu Xi and the schools of Jin Hua and Yong Jia are
also discussed with a serious attitude. In their theoretical analysis,
the authors suggest a lot of new interpretations about Chen’s ideaol-
ogy.
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