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crawled’ out of bed and creptz’ to the top of the stairs. Dim lamplightB’

Ishone up from the living room, where Mom and Dad were talking...
about me. Earlier that day a friend from school had arrived with my homework,
and a note for my parents from my English teacher, Sister Rose Matthew. |
was stuck at home with the measles’ —the latest of many illnesses to hit me
since | turned 13. I'd managed to keep up with most of my classes, but | had
always been a slow reader and never understood the stories in English class
well enough to write about them. I'd finally just given up.

“It says here that Marilyn is going to fail English Literature if her grades
don’t improve,” Dad said. | heard the rustling of the paper as he passed the
note to Mom. “Sister Rose says Marilyn didn’t turn in an essay the class was
assigned about The Gift of the Magi,” Mom added.

“Magi?” Dad asked.

“Yes, you know, like the Three Wise Men. It's a short story by O. Henry.”

“| think I'll visit Sister at the convent tomorrow,” Dad said. “I'll ask her to help
Marilyn with her essay.” | hated to disappoint Daddy. He had only an eighth-
grade education, but had worked hard enough to become a maintenance’
foreman’ at a nearby chemical company. | knew he wanted me and my brothers
and sisters to get the best education possible. He always seemed to find a way
to get us the help we needed. Daddy knew how much trouble I'd been having in

English class. | was a lost cause when it came to reading.

c | 58 BTy



7

BMERLERER, REEBNTGG. EEFEZERdmATHART £
k, BEMBEEKE XTEN. BR—FEMBEMERKR, HX
TBOREFELMEELH—EXFTH-DBERXENER. RET
HEZHFERE. HI3YZRRB/LTHER, KEERELSEH.
BB Nikeep up withKZEHEILRMNINIR, ERRANSBEELERR
18, ¥TFRBRLEAFN—EHEFTERFIE, UMETEFREAXE
MNEEX, BLRBERFBRFAET -

BEW XKKE T EHNENREWHARBEXFRIBAFE
RS, RLSBAIXNR. "B AEESLAFTAMBMBE L LM
rustling. BEA#FER: “BXTHETOMKEIERRELFEESHNSA
x (EHMILY mfEX. "

“EHEBED.

‘B, RIZICHE.
1N

“BIEPAXRIBERERH—TE %, "€8H, FHHEHDBWHS
FHREEX. "BREHETRZEBEEdisappoint. iEBIXFIBFR, Efth
THEESH, ATFHAMMEI—RUI AL ITENIL. BRA
R EAFBRAMAPEKNEREZZRFNBE. BEFLERME
FERNEBSIABENTY. STNEREFTFRBEZKERE. R
E—SRBEE BROLRKK.

HE (CENEBAY —#, RFHNEN—BER

44

{1 crawl [kro:l] vi.

RAT, %, it

2. creep [kri:p] vi. fe,

S S8 My

3. lamplight ['laemplart] 7.
K

4. stick [stik] vz.
wa, B, BF

5. measles ['mi:zlz] n.
A

6. convent ['konvant] n.

*Hi s, kil

7. maintenance

['memntanans] n.
i, RHEF
8. foreman ['fo:man] 7.

AP, Tk




RBHBR-

The next evening, | struggled to get through The Gift of the Magi. Even if |
could understand the thing, | couldn’t possibly write an essay about it. | heard
a loud clanging outside. | ran to my bedroom window and saw a car coming
up the street. It was knocking loudly and belching black smoke from the
exhaust pipe. The car stopped in front of our house and Sister Rose got out. |
can'’t believe she came. Now I'm going to have to read in front of her.

A moment later, Mom showed Sister into my room. “Hello, Marilyn,” Sister
said. “I'm here to make sure you turn your D into an A.” | couldn’t help but
laugh out loud. “I'm not smart like Nancy Hoffman! | can’t read fast.” “Good,”
Sister said. “The Gift of the Magi’ was meant to be savored Ults perfect for
reading aloud in your lovely, unhurried style”.

My reading style... lovely? Yeah, right. Nevertheless | began to read. “One
dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all.” | read slowly and deliberately,
enunciating every syllable. | wanted to please Sister Rose. Then |
stumbled ' over the words "imputation‘*‘ of parsimony‘

“Don’t worry, Marilyn,” Sister said. “Just keep going. We’'ll look up the
words later.” | kept reading. | learned about the gifts Jim and Della gave each
other. How Della used the money she got from selling her beautiful hair to give
Jim a fob for his grandfather’s pocket watch. But Jim had already sold that
watch to buy Della tortoiseshell ' combs to wear in her long hair. Not knowing
she’d cut if off. “What do you think, Marilyn?” Sister asked me. “Did they give
each other good gifts?”

“The best,” | whispered. “They gave the best of what they had to make the
other happy. That's true love.”

“Yes!” Sister said. “I think you're ready to write about the story now.” My
heart sank. Sister saw my expression, and patted my hand. “Don’t worry,
Marilyn. All you have to do is write me a two-page letter telling me why you
think O. Henry compared Jim’s and Della’s gifts to those of the Wise Men. |

know that you can do it.”

| 55— YRR
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“Sure, Sister...,” | said. In a moment, she was gone. | looked down at the
story, overwhelmed' . | give up. I'll do it in the morning.

| shut the book and went to the window to draw the shades = before
going to sleep. Out of the corner of my eye | saw Dad. He was bending over
the hood ' of Sister's car, his tools on the ground nearby. Sister got into her
car and started it. The engine purredzm, the clanging gone. Sister clapped
her hands together excitedly, then got out of the car and gave Dad a big hug.
Daddy fixed Sister’s car for my reading lesson. | should have known. It was
not the first time Dad had done something like this.

Dad had fixed our neighbor’s Mr. Fulkerson’s roof in exchange for painting
lessons for my sister Sherry. Another time Dad built kitchen cabinets ' for a
coworker so he’'d give my brother Dave guitar lessons. And when my brother
Fred was entering seminarym school and needed to bring up his Latin grade,
Dad went to see Father McCabe at the rectory‘m. Before long Father had Fred
passing his Latin exams, and Dad was making regular trips to the rectory to
service the furnace .

| went to my desk and opened my notebook. | wrote The Gift of the Magi
across the top of the page. And then | wrote about the gifts Jim and Della
gave each other, and about the gifts the Three Wise Men gave to a baby long
ago. They'd given the very best they had out of love. Just like Daddy always
gave his best to his children. | wouldn’t give any less—starting fi_ghBrlovg 5 J ] i
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The weather had been unusually warm for May in Brandon, Miss. My
wife Pat and | were nursingh a Sunday morning cup of coffee on our
deck” and watching thunderheads ' build rapidly into mountainous” clouds on
the southern horizon. There was barely any breeze, and the humiditys) was
so thick you could almost roll it in your palms.

By the time we finished our second cup, the sky had turned black.
Lightning danced across the horizon, accompanied by low, rumb/ingé‘thunder.
Only seconds after the first drops of rain had driven us inside, the phone rang.
When Pat picked up the receiver, her face became the only bright spot in that
gloomy day.

It was our son, David, an Army helicopter pilot. Three months earlier,
he had earned his silver wingsh and begun a one-year assignment in South
Korea, stationedB) near the demilitarizedg] zone.

David made a valiant  effort to sound cheerful, but we knew better
from the tone of his voice. As a man who spent time during World War |l on
a minusculem South Pacific island, | recognized the symptoms of acute”’
homesickness.

Gradually, the curativem powers of conversation made us all feel better,
until a boomingm) clap15) of thunder shook the windows only inches from the
phones Pat and | were using.

“What was that?” David asked, “It sounded like an explosion.”

J | 5 BTy



