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The Story of the Men who
Never Smiled

Once upon a time, there was a boy whose father
had died very young. As a result, the boy had not
learnt a way to earn his living. Very soon, the boy had
spent all the inheritance that his father had left him,
and was a pauper.

Unable to survive, the boy was forced onto the
streets to earn some bread through casual labour,
like many others. He crouched down in a corner and
waited for someone to come over and employ him.
An old man walked over to him.

The old man saw that the boy looked well-kept
and intelligent. Nodding his head, he said, "There are
some old men who need taking care of in my home. I
want to employ you to look after them. Are you happy
to do it?" .

"I would be very happy!" replied ¢ N
the boy, merrily. Having a place to ™ =
eat and sleep was, after all, better
than wandering the streets.
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He was very grateful to the old man, and promised
that he would take good care of the old men.

"I believe you." said the old man as he patted the
boy's shoulder, "However, I have one condition. If
you see us crying sorrowfully, you must not ask us
why, but should just let us cry."

The boy agreed, and followed the old man back to
his house. It was a sturdily built, spacious house with
many rooms. It was most magnificent.

The house was very quiet, for there were only ten
elderly people living there. Strangely, each one of them
was in mourning garments and wore a sad expression
on his face. The boy thought them most pitiful, but he
had already made a promise to the old man. He didn't
dare to disturb them, and left them to cry.
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The boy was very kind to the old men. He did his
best to look after them. The old men rarely talked.
Every day, other than eat, they would only sit together,
sigh and cry.

After a few days, one old man passed away. All the
other old men were very sad. They buried him in the
back garden. The old men were extremely sorrowful.
During the following few years, they all died, one
after the other. Only the old man who had employed
the boy remained.

The two of them continued to live sorrowfully in
this house for a few years, until the old man became
ill. Before he passed away, he called the boy to his
side and said, "Child. From now on, you must live
alone. But even if you are a little lonely, you need not
live your life in pain, like we did."

"Why did you cry every day?" asked the boy. He
could finally hold the question in no longer.

"Ah! The Lord may not be disobeyed!" sighed the
old man as he shook his head, "If you are not afraid
of turning out like us, then open that door. After you
enter, you will understand everything."
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On saying this, the old
man passed away. Crying,
the boy buried the last old
man. He started his lonely life

~anew. After a while, the boy was .,

very bored. He could not resist opening

~ the door.

Beyond the door was a tunnel, down which the boy

walked. He walked and walked. After a very long

time, he came, of all places, to the sea. The boy was
very taken aback. He wandered around the seaside.
Suddenly, an eagle swooped down from above,
snatched the boy up into the sky and dropped him
onto an island. The island was very beautiful. Rare
plants grew all around. The boy looked around him,

astonished. All of a sudden, he heard the sound of |

music. A troupe of beautiful maidens came rowing
over in a boat. Grinning, they pulled the boy on board,

. hurriedly made him change into luxurious clothes and

placed a shiny, golden crown upon his head.
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The boy asked, "Who are you?"

"We are your servants. You are the Queen's groom."
said the ladies, grinning.

As they talked, the boat drew in to shore. Ashore,
there were countless soldiers and officials. Trumpets
and drums welcomed the arrival of the boy in the
grandest of ceremonies.

After a short while, the Queen arrived. She was
an enchanting beauty. The boy watched, entranced.
Immediately, the judges and witnesses held a wedding
for the boy and the Queen. The boy was ushered into
a magnificent palace.

After they were married, the Queen and the boy
loved each other dearly and would never leave each
other's side. Every day, they were happy. The Queen
said, "You can enjoy everything here, but do not, what
ever you do, open that door. Otherwise you will regret
it."

The boy agreed. However, he would often think of
that door and fantasize about an even more beautiful
world waiting for him within. Finally, one day, the
boy could bear it no longer. He secretly opened the
door.
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Inside, there.was nothing save the ea ho had
-~ brought him there. On seeing him, the eagle swooped
down, shouting, "Come with me! You unlucky chap,
you should have listened to sinc¥ advice!"

The boy struggled with all his might, but he could
not break free of the eagle's grasp. The eagle threw
him down by the sea shore and flew away. The boy
knelt down. He begged and pleaded to the heavens.
He repented for his sin. However,“after waiting for
two months, there was still %o?jﬂél S
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