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Preface

Issues of off-farm workers in cities are always paid much attention to
by academia, and by sociologists in the past few years as well. Though
more and more research papers and works on their migration, adaptabil-
ity, mergence of off-farm workers to city life are published, research on
this special group of city-settled off-farm workers is hardly made. Theo-
retical and practical significances can not be neglected in researching
this special group on the context of China’s establishing a harmonious so-
ciety. Based on the first-hand demonstrative data, this research system-
atically analyzes this special group’s settlement and adaptability in urban
areas, and Limited Inter-grow Adaptability Theory Model is put forward
in this research.

We take Hefei as a sample city, where we choose 20 cases city-set-
tled off-farm workers for depth investigation and distribute question-
naires, among which 428 valid questionnaires are collected. Besides
demonstrative analysis, this research mainly employs Logistic Regres-

sion Model and Multiple Linear Regression Model.



The analytic frame of this research consists of 4 basic hypotheses,
(Dcapital accumulation in urban migration affects city-settled off-farm
workers’ settlement choices, @policy of registered permanent residence
affects city-settled off-farm workers’ urban adaptability, @status of labor
market affects city-settled off-farm workers’ urban adaptability, @indi-
vidual urban experience affects city-settled off-farm workers’ urban a-
daptability.

This research shows that off-farm workers enter cities and begin
their “survive” or “life” as their own rational choices with the structural
limits. During their flow within the cities, they are restricted by city sys-
tems, but they try to adapt themselves to city life tactically and try to be
harmonious with city society. Economically, they adjust their objectives
and economic adaptability tactics within and without the fixed systems to
accumulate their own capitals. Socially, they dislike the old while lear-
ning the new, or take in the both. Culturally, they adopt the cultural a-
daptability tactics of mastering city language, mimicking city dressing
and mentality adjustment.

Capital accumulation is a main factor affecting off-farm workers’ set-
tlement in urban areas. That is to say, the more people they contact inti-
mately, the more education they get, the more training programs they
attend, the more incomes their households get, the more possible they
are to settle in urban areas, whereas they are less possible to settle. That
shows capital accumulation can be an important factor which better ex-
plains off-farm workers’ settlement. Besides, education and duration in
urban areas have positive affects on their settlement, while size of their
family and the distance of their migration have negative affects on the

settlement, Intention of settlement and initial motive to develop in urban
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Preface

area have positive affects on settlement while contracted farm land a neg-
ative affects.

City-settled off-farm workers can adapt themselves to city life better
than those non-city-settled ones. But even those city-settled off-farm
workers are different in city adaptability. Quantitative research shows that
city-settled off-farm workers’ urban adaptability is affected by the follo-
wing two factors, individual urban flowing and status of labor market,
while policy of registered permanent residence has less affects on their
setilement. Detailedly speaking, those who have more chances to access
to news media, TV, newspaper or internet, and community activities
adapt to urban life more easily. The more of social contacts, the higher
status of labor market, the stronger adaptability they have, whereas
weaker. The above shows the status of labor market and individual urban
experience can be factors which explain the adaptability difference of
city-settled off-farm workers. Besides, more contacts to birthplace has
negative affects on their adaptability. Comparative analysis shows that
different off-farm workers are affected differently in their adaptability.

In the end, this paper briefly generizes the research results, and
points out the merits and demerits in this research and some issues yet to

be further studied.
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