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“ ] hope My. Bingley will like it, Lizzy.”*
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INTRODUCTION

JANE AUSTEN was born in 1775, and lived the quiet
country and provingial life of an English middle-class
family of the time, hardly touched by outside events,
even the French Revolution and the Napoleonic wars.
1t is this life that she describes in her half-dozen novels..
Her world is a small one, but'it is alive with truth and
wit, and the people in it seem as natural to us now as
they did to her friends and readers in her own time..
Pride and Prejudice is the best-known and best loved
.of her writings. - e
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PERSONS IN THE STORY

MR. BENNET, a country gentleman.

MRrs. BENNET, his wife. '

Misses JANE, Evizaets (Eliza or Lizzy), MARY, CATHERINE
(Kitty), and Lypia BENNET, daughters of the above.

MR. COLLINS, a parson, and a distant cousin of Mr. Bennet.

MRs. PHILIPS, sister of Mrs. Bennet, married to a lawyer.

MR.  GARDINER, brotlier of Mrs. Bennet, a London business
man. 3

Mrs. GARDINER, his wife.

SIk WririaM Lucas, a prosperous merchant, knighted and
retired. :

LapY Lucas; his wife, a friend of Mrs. Bennet..

Miss CHARLOTTE Lucas, eldest.daughter of the above, a special
friend of Elizabeth Bennet.

Miss MARIA Lucas, second daughter of the above.

'MR. BINGLEY, a wealthy gentleman.

Mgs. HursT (Louisa), his elder sister, a friend of Jane
Bennet. - o

Miss CAROLINE BINGLEY, his younger sister, who keeps house
for him, a friend of Jane Bennet. . '

MR. DaRCY, a gentleman of noble family, ‘a friend of Mr.
Bingley. -

Miss GEORGIANA DARCY, his young sister.

Lapy CatHErINE DE BOURGH, his aunt, patroness of Mr.
Collins.

Miss ANNE D BourH, daughter of Lady Catherine, cousin
of Mr. Darcy.

CoLoNEL FiTzwiLLIAM, nephew of Lady Catherine, cousin of
Mr. Darcy. '
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CoroNeL FoRsTER, officer commanding the regiment stationed
at Meryton. ' ' N
Mgs. ForsTEr (Harriet), his' young wife, a great friend of
Lydid Bennet. '
* Mr. DENNY, an officer in the above regiment. _
Mg. WicKHAM, another officer, godson of Mr. Darcy’s father,
son of his estate-agent. : ,
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CHAPTER r

““My dear Mr. Bennet,” said his wife .to him one day,
i‘ha)ve you heard that Netherfield Park is to let at
ast?”’

Mr. Bennet replied that he had not.

“But it is,”’ returned she; ‘* for Mrs. Long has just
been here, and she told me all about it.”’

Mr. Bennet made no answer.

““ Do you not want to know who has taken it? *’ cried
his wife impatiently.

““You want to tell me, and I have no objection to
hearing it."’ A ,

This was invitation enough. A _

‘““Why, my dear, Mrs. Long says that Netherfield 1s
taken by a young man of large fortune from the north
of England; that he came down on Monday to see .the
place, and was so delighted with it that he agreed to
take possession immediately; and some of his servants

are to be in the house by the end of the week.’ !

" ““What is his name? "’
“ Bingley."”’ :
**Is-he married or single? ”’
"4 Oh, single, my dear, to be sure . A single man of
large fortune; four or five thousand a year. What a
fine thing for our girls! "™
~ ““How so? How can it affect them?”’
““ My dear Mr. Bennet,”” replied his wife, ‘“ how can
ou be so tiresome? You must know that I am think-
ing of his.marrying one of them.”’ '

“ Is that his design in settling here? r

" Desi%n\? Nonsense, how ¢an you talk so! But it
is likely that he may fall in love with one of them, and
therefore. you must visit him as‘Soon. as he comes.”’

‘“1.see no reason for that.- ¥ou and the girls may
go or, better still,” you may send théem by themselves,

‘l s
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for as you are-as handsome as any of them, Mr. Bingley
might like you the best of the party.’”’ :

“ My dear, you flatter me. I certainly have had my
share of beauty, but when a woman has five grown-up
. daughters, she ought to give up thinking of her own

looks. But you must indeed go and see Mr. Bingley
when he comes.”’ ' g ‘

‘1t is more than I promise, I assyre you.”

‘““ But consider your daughters. Indeed, you must
go, for it will be impossible for us to visit him, if you
do not.” .

‘““You are over-particular, surely. 1 dare say Mr.
Bingley will be very glad to see you; and I will send-a
few lines by you to assure him of my hearty consent to-
his miarrying whichever he chooses of the girls; though
I must throw in a good word for my little Lizzy.”

““T desire you will do no such thing. Lizzy is nota
bit better than the others: but.you are always giving
her the preference.” ,

**They have none of them much to recommend
them,”’ replied he: *‘ they are all silly and ignorant like
other girls; but Lizzy has something more of quickness
than her sisters.”’ ' :

““ Mr. Bennet, how can you abuse your own daugh-
ters in such a way? You take delight in vexing me.
You have no pity on my poor nerves.’’"

*“You mistake me, my dear.” T.have a high réspect
for your nerves. They are my old friends. 1 have
heard you mention them, these twenty years.”

““ Ah! you do not know how I suffer.”

Mr. Bennet was so odd a mixture of quick wits, sharp
" humour, reserve, and unexpectéd turns of mind, that
the experience .of twenty-three years had been insuffi-
cient to make his wife understand his character. Her
mind was less difficult to grasp. She was a foolish
woman. When she was discontented, she fancied her-
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self- to be ill. The business of her life ‘was to - get
her daughters married; its pleasure was visiting and
news, '

CHAPTER 12

MR. BENNET was among the earliest of those who visited
Mr. Bingley. - He had always intended to do so, though
to the last always assuring his wife that he should not
. go. . It was revealed the following evening.

Observing his second daughter employe§ in trimming
a hat, he suddeply addressed her with:

‘I hope Mr. Bingley will like it, Lizzy."

‘“We are not in a way to know what Mr. Bingley
likes;”’ 'said her mother bitterly, ‘‘since we are not to
wvisit him.”’

* ““But you forget, mamma,’’ said Elizabeth, *‘ that
we shall meet him at the public balls,' and that Mrs.
Long has promised to introduce him.”’

“% do not believe Mrs. Long will do any such thing.
She has two nieces of her own. She is a selfish, insin-
cere woman, and I have no opinion of her.”’

““No more have I,* said M, Bennet; ‘“and I am
glad to find that you do not depend on her serving
you.”’

__ Mbss. Bennet would not make any reply; but, unable
to control herself, began scolding one of her daughters.

‘“ Don’t keep coughing so, Kitty, for heaven’s sake I
Have a liftle pity on my nerves.”

*“ Kitty has no discretioni in her ‘coughs,’’ said her
father; “‘she times them ill.”’ '

““I do not cough for my own amusement,’’ replied
Kitty. ‘‘ When is your next ball to be, Lizzy? ”’
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