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Chapter One Early Americans and
America in the Colonial Period

£1E5 BHMEEAMERMMNARXEE

1.1 Quiz XtLEHG

1. What is the ship’s name which took some British Puritans to America in 16207
2. What is the first permanent settlement established in North America?
3. When did Columbus discover the New World?

4. Which crop did the first group of English colonists find a way to earn money?

..._..
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5. In September 1783, what kind of treaty was signed, recognizing the independence of
the US?
6. When did Columbus who first discovers the America?
7. After whom was the New World named?
8. Who was the first man who sailed around the earth?
9. What was the first English colony?
10. When did the first group of English colonists come to America?
Keys:
Mayflower
Virginia
In 1492
Tobacco.
The Treaty of Paris
In 1492
Amerigo Vespucci
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9. Virginia
10. In 1607

1.2 Brainstorming X ft. # &

D “The Mayflower ”Boat and
Before the Colonial Period Thanksgiving Day

Early Americans and America
in the Colonial Period

S - The Discovery of America
=" Colonial America

Several Important Historical Periods in American History

1. Before the Colonial Period (1607 previously)

In more than 20,000 years ago, a group of travelers from Asia through North America to
Central America, and these people are Indian ancestors. When Columbus discovered the New
World, American Indians living in the Americas, about 20 million, of which approximately 1
million people now live in the central north of Canada and the United States, most of the rest
living in the now southern Mexico and the United States. About 1 million years ago, another

group of Asians, moved to the northermn part of North America, which is later Eskimos

xR NES

people. Americas and the first to the white race is probably Virgin, they are a group of people
like fishing adventures, it was suggested that in 1,000 before them, have been to the east
coast of North America, colonial period (1607 to 1753) 1607, one of about 100 colonial
groups, in the establishment of the James town, which is built by the British in North
America’s first permanent colony. In the next 150 years, many have come to the
colonialists. Settlers in the coastal areas, most of them from Britain, but also from the part of
France, Germany, the Netherlands, Ireland and other countries. Mid-eighteenth century, the
13 British colonies gradually formed, the highest in the United Kingdom are under the
sovereignty of the respective government and Parliament.

58 B2 At HA LA (1607 £ 1LAT)

TEW T ZAEHT, A — R A EWRRIRE , LR BEP RN, XL AR RS
TAWBIE. HEHRRRIH KRN, BAETER M ENEZALH 2,000 77, KHAE K
29100 7 NEAEBERIME XM EE PILER, KRe AR ERENBHATMEXE
FAE. K1 TEM, XAH M EMABFERZILE, LHEFRNEHEEAN,
17 B B S BH B AL b A KA R 4B A TR — B B R AN, A AR

M 4 FEQD0082008QBEVDRNADBBIVH B
SELADOGOOONGRERTERNRBRE L BB G % %



KESMERFIME 4

1,000 4ERTE 2L e R . SR B (1607—1753 4E) 9 1607 4, —MNA—TT AH
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2. “The Mayflower” Boat and Thanksgiving Day

Thanksgiving Day was the holiday which North America was in sole possession of, the
beginning in 1621. In 1863, American President Lincoln decided as it the national holiday,
and stipulation every year November fourth Thursday for US’s Thanksgiving Day. Thanksgiving
Day has four days vacations. Is borrowing the long vacation, very many people can hurry back
the family to celebrate the festival, therefore, the American Thanksgiving Day lively degree is
not inferior to Chinese the Midautumn Festival,

At the beginning of 17th century, England’s Puritan encounters the persecution. In
September, 1620, 102 Puritan mounted “in May flower” the sailing ship, arrived US’s
Plymouth port on December 26, the preparation started the new life. However, these
immigrations basic are ill should the local environment, afier the first year winter passes, only
some 50 people fortunately survive. The second year spring, the local Indian gives them very
many essential items, and how the church do they cultivate on this land. This year autumn,
the immigrants have obtained bumper crop, at the end of November, the immigrants please
come the Indian to share the corn, the pumpkin, the turkey and so on the delicacies which
manufactures, thank their help, thank God to grant bumper crop. From now on, Thanksgiving
Day turned US’s fixed holiday.
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3. The Discovery of America

It is probable that the first Europeans who landed on North America were the
Vikings. The Vikings lived in Scandinavia, a region of Europe that includes what are now
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. These people were bold and loved adventures. Some of them
sailed across the North Atlantic to settle the islands of Iceland and Greenland. From there, a

few dating people are believed to have sailed to what is now Newfoundland, Canada about

1,000 years ago. They explored the place and established a settlement, but the settlement
lasted only a few years and their voyages were soon forgotten. In 1453, the Ottoman Turks

captured Constantinople ( now Istanbul, Turkey), an important center for trade between

Europe and Asia. The Turks closed the overland wade routes to Asia as well as the sea route
through the Persian Gulf European merchants had to find a new sea route to the valuable
goods. In 1492, Christopher Columbus set sail from Spain, trying to reach Asia by sailing west
across the Atlantic Ocean. Columbus was a sailor from Genoa Italy. The Spanish king and
queen provided him with money so that he could make his voyage. Like most educated people
of his day, he knew that the world was round, but he thought it was small, and Europe,
Africa and Asia made up the whole earth. He knew little about the Atlantic Ocean, and
nothing about the American continent or the Pacific Ocean. When Columbus reached land in
October 1492, he believed he had arrived in the Far East, a part of Asia known as the

Indies. So he gave the natives a name “Indians”. Actually, he landed on San Salvador, one of

| (INMpISKEH

the islands just east of the North American mainland. Within the next 50 years, explorer,
soldiers, and settlers from several European countries had flocked to America. Columbus may
never have realized that he reached a New World. Another Italian explorer, Amerigo
Vespucci, however, claimed to have explored what is now the American mainland in 1497
and believed he had reached a “New World”. Since he was the first person to refer to the
lands he had visited as a “New World”. A German geographer suggested in 1507 that the land
be named America. Soon, this name was used throughout Europe.

EMEM

BEEIEEMORWATEERES N, S ANEFHESEONET, BIaER
TR BB NN — RN X, XS ANEREREZFER, ffi14+PK
R BRI, KSR ZSERT R, BELMEFERWALE-TE
HIAUTEI T BEEINERMAIF =, NIFHET &, HEL T -MERA, HEER
SMUER TILE, REMBEH T, 1453 FRHTEFEN T EH AT L TREZH
MHAZHPOL—BLTETE(FAELERNFEN/R) . THHXARBY T 5T
Sy kB, NI T S PO R . BRI AR A FRE LIRS,

m 6 PRV OGOOOOEPOVRBDDIRBBED BB T & 5y
SOGCROOSOOONINANBIRBBB BT H BB




) KESMERFIMAS 4 e
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4. Several Important Historical Periods in American History

16071733 England was the North America colony the establishment time

1774 —1783 war of independence time

1781 —1814 the independent nationality sovereign state completed the time

1814 —1861 in front of Civil War north and south economy, political, foreign policy
different development time

1861 —1877 Civil War and postwar reconstruction

1877 —1900 19th century latter half economy rapid development time

1889 —1914 in front of First World War development time

1914—1930 First World War to 20th century at the end of 20’s US

1930—1940 20th century 30’s US

1941—1945 Second World War period US

After 1945—present Second World War US

SEE TR RE LA EER:

1607—1733 4F HJ@ 3658 R Hb A B2 7 B+ 35

1774—1783 4 Pl 57 5 B3

1781—1814 4¢ 37 R A E R U3

1814—1861 4F FEILAFRTRIIL AT (BUR S EBOR AR & B i 1

1861—1877 4F FaLiR 4 Ko 5 EEAT

1877—1900 4F 19 #42 /5 i 2 Fr i R BT H

1889—1914 4F E—YHE AR HRATH R R 31

1914—1930 4F % —WH R E 20 #4220 FRAKRKEE

1930—1940 4 20 {42 30 S£H K E
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5. Colonial America

Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania Rhode Island, South Carolina, Virginia
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1.3 Background Knowledge X ft 4% #%

1. The First Americans

The history of the United States is usually called * American history” , because it goes
back to a period long before the United States was officially formed. The first people known to
have lived in the Western Hemisphere were American Indians. Most scientists believe these
people wandered into North America from Asia at least 15,000 years ago. At the time, ice
covered much of the northern half of the earth and sea level was very low. As a result, a piece

of underwater land was exposed to for a kind of bridge linking Siberia and Alaska. Some Asian

l (IS EH

hunters, following the animals that they hunted, must have wandered across what is now the
Bering Strait to America. By the time the first Europeans reached North America there were
already Indians living nearly all parts of North and South America where human being could
live. America when Columbus reached the New World, belonged to hundreds of tribes, spoke
different language and had different ways of life. Most of them lived in small villages. Men
hunted, fished, and made war, and women took Care of the crops, mostly maize (com),
beans, potatoes, and pumpkins or gathered food in the woods. They had no cattle, sheep,
goats, or pigs, because there were many wild animals for food. They had no horses or oxen
used to plow fields and carry heavy loads. They never developed vehicles with wheels,
because they had no horses or oxen to pull them. Some tribes wandered about hunting and
gathering food and never established permanent homes. These North American Indians all
lived in family groups, but were loyal to large tribes of relatives. Some tribes formed alliances
for the purposes of keeping peace among neighbours and making war on enemies. Some Indian
tribes of North America were friendly to the early European settlers and helped them survive

in the wilderness of the New World. Bui as more and more Europeans arrived and took more
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and more land to make new homes, they became a threat to the Indian way of life, and |
Indians and whites became enemies. The Indians suffered a lot because they had been isolated
from the Old World for thousands of years. People of the Old World had learned to use iron
and raise domestic animals. europeans had acquired gun-powder, paper, and the compass
from the Chinese. On the other hand, had none of these, in their fighting against european
conquerors with horses and firearms.
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2. Early European Exploration in North America

News travelled slowly in the 16th century. People received news of the discovery of
Columbus only through letters and by word of mouth. Se the Spanish and Portuguese were the
first to explore the newly discovered land. They explored the southern part of the New World

in search of gold and other riches. The Spaniards quickly conquered the Inca of Peru, the
Maya of Central America, and the Aztec of Mexico. The Portuguese took control of what is
now Brazil. By 1600, Spain and Portugal controlled most of the hemisphere from Mexico

southward. Also during the 16th century, Spaniards explored much territory that became part
of the United States. In 1513, Juan Ponce de Leon sailed from Puerto Rico and landed on the
coast of what is now Florida. He explored much of Florida, trying to find a spring called the
Fountain of Youth. This spring was said to have the magic power to make old people young
again if they bathed in or drank its waters. He then sailed around the southern tip of Florida
and into the Gulf of Mexico. He next explored the south-west coast of Florida before returning
to Puerto Rico. That same year, another Spanish explorer Vasco de Balboa travelled across the
narrow piece of land between North and South America and became the first of the European
explorers of America to see the Pacific Ocean. In 1539, Hemando de Soto, a Spanish

explorer, sailed from Cuba and landed on the west coast of Florida with about 600

| (INMFES B HF

followers. They marched north along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico, trying to find gold. For
four years, de Soto and his soldiers travelled through and explored a very large area in what is
now the south-eastern United States, including Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and
Arkansas. The explorers found no gold, but they became the first Europeans to see the
Mississippi River. In 1540, Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, another Spanish explorer, set
out from the west coast of Mexico with about 300 Spanish soldiers and a large number of
Indian troops and marched north. Coronado iraveled through what are now Arizona, New
Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas. He did not discover any important cities, but his
exploration, as well as that of de Soto , gave Europeans a good idea of the vastness of North
America. In the first half of the 16th century England and France sent out some explorers and
fur were far less important than those of Portugal and Spain. John Cabot, an Italian navigator
and explorer in the service of England, began to make plans for a more direct crossing to the
East when news reached England that Christopher Columbus had reached “Asia” by sailing
west. In May 1497, with a crew of 18 men, Cabot sailed northwest from Bristol, and about a

month later, he landed perhaps on present day Cape Breton Island, which is now part of Nova
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Scotia. He then sailed along the Labrador, Newfoundland, and New England coasts. Believing |

that he had reached northeastern Asia, he formally claimed the region for Henry VI. In the
following year, Cabot made his second voyage and may have sailed along the coast of North
America to Chesapeake Bay. Cabot’s voyages gave England a claim to the mainland of North
America and led to the founding of the English colonies in America. The French navigator
Jacques Cartier made several voyages to North America in 1534, 1535 and1541.
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