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In close collaboration with LGOP, UNDP is proud to have
played a modest but substantive role in response to the May 12
Wenchuan earthquake. Our joint Early Recovery and Disaster Risk
Management Programme offers a unique platform for various gov-
ernment sectors, civil society and private partners to work in a co-
ordinated and integrated way to assist the recovery efforts in poor
communities affected by the earthquake. Getting whole communities
back on their feet, whilst ensuring that both the needs and the po-
tential contributions of the vulnerable peopble-women and children,
elderly, people with disability and poorest families-are central to
our recovery supports in the past year, and shall continue be the
focus of our efforts over the coming months and years.
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Through the exchange and application of ideas, expertise
knowledge and information, we aimat changing people’s mindsets,
shaping their awareness and behavior towards building back better
and greener. Through the strategic partnership with LGOP, we are
glad to see that successful experiences and lessons learnt are being
collated in a systematic way for replication to help with recovery en-
deavors in more poor villages. I would also like to commend and rec-
ognize the strength and determination of the villagers of the poor vil-
lages in rebuilding their lives after the tremendous catastrophe. We
were deeply humbled by what we have seen. This is invaluable story
of human courage that is truly worth sharing with the world com-
munity and bound to inspire people far and wide.
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