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Passage 1

A Rich Father

John D. Rockefeller, the well-known millionaire, gave
away millions, but he himself was very mean about small sums
of money. One day, he went to stay at a hotel in New York
and asked for the cheapest room in it. He said, “I am staying
here alone and only need a small room.”

The manager showed him into a room and said, “This is
our smallest and cheapest room,” and added, “but why do
you choose a poor room like this? When your son stays here,
he always has our expensive room; yours is our cheapest.”

“Oh! Yes,” said Rockefeller, “but his father is a rich man;

mineisn’t.”

Notes
1. give away WE1%, 354,
2. mean [mi:n] adj. NS, FEH, ZIEK,
3. expensive [ik'spensiv] a. ep 5t .
4. ... his father is a rich man; mine isn’t. B R EZESH, (B

BERRARES.



Fill in the blanks with T for true or F for false:
( ) 1. Though Mr. Rockefeller is a rich man, he is mean about small

sums of money.
( ) 2. The millionaire asked for a big room.
( ) 3. Rockefeller’s son often asked for the most expensive room.

( ) 4. Rockefeller’s father is a rich man too.
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Passage 2

Fires in Washington College

Fire is always a danger. There was a big fire at Washing-
ton College in 1985. The administration building burned
down. The fire destroyed many of the student records. Now
the college has its own fire department. There are two fire
trucks and an ambulance in a building on campus. There are
always firefighters on duty.

Last month there was a fire in the dormitory. It started
in a wastebasket. The firefighters put that fire out in a couple
of minutes. Then last night there was a fire in the cafeteria
kitchen. The fire truck arrived in five minutes. There was a
lot of smoke but not much fire. It was out after fifteen min-
utes. The students cheered the firefighters.

Notes
1. Washington College B2~ .
2. the administration building 1T B# .
3. record [‘rekd:d] n. B4 E.
4. ambulance ['&mbjulans] n. LK ZE.
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5. The students cheered the firefighters: 244/ 13E 8 B WX L
THBABA &

Exercises

Fill in the blanks with T for true or F for false:
( ) 1. There is a fire at Washington College every year.
( ) 2. The college now has its own fire department.

( ) 3. The fire started in the student records last month.

() 4. Last night the fire was out after five minutes.
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Passage 3

A Winter Vacation

The winter semester has ended. The students have taken
their final exams. Now they have a week’s vacation before
the spring semester. The weather has been very pleasant for
the first weekend of the vacation. It’s been warm and it hasn’t
rained much. \

Several of the students have gone away for the week.
Mike has gone to New York. He wants to have some fun
because he’s studied very hard this year. He’s planning to do
a lot of sightseeing in New York.

Bob has also left for the week. He’s gone to visit his fam-
ily again. This time he’s invited Jack to come with him. Jack
hasn’t visited Bob’s family before. They’ll eat a lot and just

rest and have a quiet time.

Notes
1. vacation [va'keifan] n. 8.
2. semester [si'mestd] n. 2 H#H .

3. final exam HAAR %K.
4. sightseeing n. M Y.



Choose the right answer for each blank:

1. The students have vacation before the spring semester.

A. amonth’s
B. a week’s
C. fifteen days’
D. two days’
2. The weather
A. is very pleasant
B. is warm
C. doesn’t rain much
D. all of the above
3. Which of the following is true?
A. All the students have gone away for the week.
B. All the students except Mike and Bob have gone away for
the week. ; ‘ :
C. No one has gone éway for the week.
D. Many students have gone away for the week.
4. Mike !
A. has gone to visit his family

B. has gone to visit Bob’s family
C. has gone to New York to do a lot of sightseeing
D. will eat a lot and just rest and have a quiet time
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Passage 4

An Inexpensive Energy Source

Because of the energy crisis, scientists in the oil-con-
suming nations have become increasingly interested in the
potential of solar energy. Some experts estimate that the
present supply of fossil fuel will not last until the end of the
twentieth century. The problem that solar energy researchers
face is how to harness the sun’s energy effectively and inex-
pensively. One of the most popular methods currently being
tested uses rooftop solar collectors and underground stor-
age tanks. An advantage of a properly working system of
this type is that it will not create any environmental pollu-
tion. Another advantage of using solar energy is that the cost
of the fuel, the sun’s rays, is zero.

Notes
1. crisis [‘kraisis] n. fE#HL.
2. oil-consuming nation f7 M FEE KK E K.
3. solar ['sauld] adj. APHAY.
4., potential [pa‘ten[a\] n.#7; Aregtt.
5. increasingly adv. ¥ #1
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6. fossil fuel § 1R %! .
7. harness ['ha:nis]vt. FIH; #%il.
8. storage tank T3 .

A il
Exercises

Choose the right answer for each blank:
1. One popular solar heating system makes use of
~ A. roof collectors and underground storage tanks
B. fossil fuel conversion
C. underground oil tanks
D. water collection and evaporation
2. Which of the following describes an advantage of using solar en-
ergy?
A. There is little or no environmental pollution.
B. A large percentage of fuel costs can be saved.
C. Fossil fuels will become more plentiful.
D. The oil-consuming nations will not have to import oil.
3. According to some experts, the supply of fossil fuel will last

A. one more century
B. an indeterminable time
C. until the end of this century
D. indefinitely
4. The cost of using the sun’s rays for heating is
A. about the same as the cost of fossil fuels
B. several hundred dollars per year
C. negligible compared with other energy sources.
D. determined by the severity of the winter



®EHg O

Passage 5

Coffee and Tea

Coffee and tea were not known in Europe two hundred
years ago. People were afraid to drink them because they
thought coffee or tea would kill a person. One of the Kings
decided to find out whether it was true or not.

At that time there were two brothers in prison. They
were twins and were much alike. They had committed a crime
and were sentenced to death. The King said: “I will let them
live but they will drink coffee or tea to the end of their lives.
One of them will drink coffee and the other will drink tea
every day.”

They both lived many years. One of the brothers died
when he was eighty-three years old. The other died a few
years later. In this way it proved that neither tea nor coffee
was harmful to man.

Notes
1. twin [twin] n. ZE4 T

2. commit a crime J3.3E .



