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AP RFAHEREREUF(AFEH (Merriam-Webster's 11th Collegiate
Dictionary) # 11 fAA&. U TABPIRMRIZES A -

adj. adjective i 230
adv. adverb &7
con;j. conjunction &R
n. noun A
phr. phrase =i
prep. preposition 7rid
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Larry Smith, CNN Correspondent:
Agassi walks away a legend, not just
an eight-time major winner and one
of only five men to complete the
career grand slam, but someone
who morphed into a sports icon
along the way. He was once a
precocious phenom, who blazed a
traif through the game to the tune of

"image is everything.”
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n't think we've seen his !
accomplishment yet, and that's a big
statement, considering what he's i
accomplished already.

" Larry Smith, CNN Correspondent:
And that may have little to do with
tennis. A good-bye to his playing
days, Agassi says "hello” to
tomorrow, and whatever lies ahead.

¥ Andre Agassi, Tennis Legend:
I'm going to wake up tomorrow, and
start with not caring how | feel. That's
going to feel great. And then. I'm i
imagining for a long time, anytime |
somebody asks me to do something, | i ¢

0 go, "sure, why n
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Listening ability is important in learning a language because it influences every aspect of
the learning process. It obviously aids learners’ ability to understand, but it goes much deeper
than this. It also helps develop proper pronunciation and speech cadence. Those who can hear
and then mimic native speech not only develop a more natural accent, but also develop proper
word choice and correct grammar patterns.

WHRIESFIPEEN—F, MHEILENSGIRDHIEHATM. WHIFERIFIENEREE
HEREY, ERNE, WAFEEBTEFERNEERIGENMNHEL, SWEHEEREHMUAR
htEIE, MUOSFRABR. BARAAR, MAESZIRBRER,

Proper word choice touches on two aspects of fluency: knowledge of how to apply
individual words correctly, and knowledge of which words and phrases should be used
in different situations. That is, through listening to native speakers, one develops natural
understanding of the differences between similar, yet differently applied words, such as wish
and hope. As well, one develops a natural understanding of how and when to use language
according to whether it is formal or casual.

RAELSSRXRETRAGENTNAE: MENMERZAE—NME, FHNEEFEFHE WM E
wWiEa. WHRER, BIWHFEALRE, REFMEFH TRBCIAZBEANREES, W wish &
hope, R#H, fRttSBAMATHBUAREBEXREEXIFEKEMEAES.

Good listening skills are imperative to understanding how grammar rules are applied in the
spoken language. Take the sentence / live in Tokyo. Because of the liaison (sound linking) of the
[v] in live and the [1] in in, learners often believe they hear / living Tokyo. This is grammatically
incorrect, and if learners hear and mimic it, they develop incorrect grammar patterns in their
speech.

W H3FsdF TR AR OEFEREEEXE. KL | live in Tokyo. A MFA6], EH live
R V] 5in iy [l 5, FIEESREBESWEME | living Tokyo., IMIFAFEIEE, MR
FIEWRERES, BANEZAHRS FAERIEE,

With proper listening tools, learners can self-assess language improvement. You can feel

proud when you hear Tsup? and realize that it is a contracted liaison of What's up? You'll become

comfortable using wanna (elision) instead of want to. These steps help your ability to

! understand spoken English plus they help to make your own speaking style more
‘ natural and correct.

ATEEMWAAE, $IEERARTHISORSEE, YRFH Tsup?
AMERH What's up? EEHEMR, F—ELBEHE. RL8E8IBA wanna
= (EEEE), WAA want to, XEREREHTRTHEGEDE, 1o, iR

J HBEAXK. AERE,
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To maintain your improvement, immerse yourself in English. Watch English-language
movies and television sitcoms—of course without your native-language subtitles. Listen for the
words of songs to make sure you're singing them correctly. Radio and news programs can be
difficult, but you'll be surprised what you begin to understand by applying the listening tools
provided in the following guidelines.

ATAEHS, RICECARERINHED, WEENEYRBENE, SAFEFTRNTHEFSR.
FRERRESTMTRANTRAREEE. HENFEYERSEE, Bl AR TR E
W, {FEEARIF R EMRERT.

Guidelines: Facets of Listening to Spoken English
W EW . ImERIEDIE

1. Ease of Pronunciation % Z{&I/E |
In spoken English, pronunciation of words change in order to make speech smooth

and easy. Some of the most common change effects are sound linking, elision, and
assimilation.

KiFOEF, ATULRABFEMRGSES, ANAEEHENE. RERH—LETLA &
. HAME MR EAUE FUXR.

1-1. Sound Linking &

Sound linking is the joining of words in spoken English. There are two basic
types. One is liaison, or consonant sound linked to vowel sound. The other is
the linking of the same or similar consonant sounds. As an example of liaison,
take fill up for example. Separately, the words are [fil] and [ap]. When spoken
together however, they become [fi-1ap], the consonant [1] linking to the vowel
[s]. For same or similar consonant linking, consider cut down, which is spoken
[ka-daun]. The consonants [t] and [d] are similar in sound, so the [t] in cut merges with the
[d] in down. Same/similar consonant linking assures that an extra syllable doesn't occur
between words. '

EERRIEOEPRAZTNES, ARMEXRE. —REZTSTENEKE, XHEEXRIE
liaison; HZ—#MRBARFAMBHZTNELE. W All up ZNMGIFFEGE, AP FEHELE (0] & [pl,
B—BIEMSTH [fi-lap], HE [ SxF [A] BREEEKT . BIFEE—T cut down, B [ka-
daun], XRERFEMUHEZFHESOF. B3 [ 0 [d] HEOHZ, B cut 4y [t] 5 down
) [d §E—E. HREEMHEENESRI TALASAZESH—1MET,
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Listen to the following excerpt from the CNN report, San Francisco Marks the
Centennial of the Deadly 1906 Quake.
ERTEX—ERTEE CNN HEM (BS L XHE—EAE) .

Looking at San Francisco, it is hard to believe that nearly 90 perce\m/o\f/ it burned j* the
@ ground\a/hundred years ago.’
Teck U REBSWT, KERREEXERNTE 0EM Y SHHINBHRRMHIES.

a. Listen for the same/similar consonant link in burned to. In the excerpt, these two
words are pronounced [bsn-tu] because the [d] and [t] sounds merge.
& burned to FEEHEMHEZTHRE . EVEMNXBEFER, B MRAZA [bsn-w]
(£), BAWMIE ] &#T.

th

\Note t nt-tense

5 e Fin [ pais
tense 1to Is pronounced just liKke prese

dersta ( from the context of the sentence
3 burned to A EWHENRZRE burn to, BiE A T/ MBI G X 1E#f

al past

b.Now listen for the liaison in the last two words in the excerpt, years ago. The final
sound in years, the consonant [z], connects to the initial vowel sound in the word

ago [5go], creating [jir-zago].

HEUT IR RIEE A years ago KIEE. years FiARHE [2] 5 ago [ogo] HIAHTE
BEBEK [jir-zogo], (HiE: VA TIiLEETRESTH, F KK SIREBIRE, Fidrx
BE. XREFNRE, MEEECIETK.)

1-2. Elision &3

Elision is the omission of sounds, and it occurs when sound combinations are difficult
to pronounce. This can occur when words are put together, as with the words want to,
which are often pronounced wanna [wana]. Some syllables are regularly omitted, such in as
the word comfortable, which is usually pronounced [kamf-ta-bal].

EMBFRELTNER, EREEFTHSTAHRENBRAY. AL ARE—ERtT
SHEARHAR, Wwant to BESXM wanna [wano], FESTHEESHER, Hil
comfortable & R [kamf-ta-bal],

Elision also occurs with sounds in unstressed function words. For example, the
function word that is so common that it is often unnecessary to be clear about its sound.
If it begins a sentence, it can lose its [3], becoming [zt] or [at]. Function words that can be
contracted, would ('d), will ('ll), had ('d), etc., usually are contracted, even if the contraction
isn't proper. For example, Dan will bring the cake. becomes Dan'’ll bring the cake.
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