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Lesson One

Text

A Robot About The House

As civilization proceeds in the direction of technology, it passes the point of
supplying all the basic essentials of life — food, shelter, clothes, and warmth'.
Then we are faced with a choice between using technology to provide and fulfil
needs which have hitherto been regarded as unnecessary or, on the other hand,
using technology to reduce the number of hours of work which a man must do in
order to earn a given standard of living. In other words, we either raise our
standard of living above that necessary for comfort and happiness or we leave it
at this level and work shorter hours. I shall take it as axiomatic that mankind
has, by that time, chosen the latter alternative’. Men will be working shorter
and shorter hours in their paid employment. It follows that the housewife will
also expect to be able to have more leisure in her life without lowering her
standard of living. It also follows that human domestic servants will have
completely ceased to exist. Yet the great majority of the housewives will wish to
be relieved completely from their routine operations of the home such as
scrubbing the floor or washing the clothes or washing up, or making beds, etc.

By far the most logical step to relieve the housewife of routine?,is to provide
a robot slave which can be trained to the requirements of a particular home and
can be programmed to carry out half a dozen or more standard operations, when
so switched by the housewife. It will be a machine having no more emotions than
a car, but having a memory for instructions and a limited degree of instructed or
built-in adaptability according to the positions in which it finds various types of
objects®. It will operate other more specialized machines, for example, the
vacuum cleaner or clothes-washing machine.

When I have discussed this kind of device with housewives, some 90 percent
of them have the immediate reaction, “How soon can I buy one?” The other 10
percent have the reaction, “I would be terrified to have it moving about my

1 —



house. ”— but when one explains to them that it could be switched off or
unplugged without the slightest difficulty, or made to go and put itself away in a
cupboard at any time, they quickly realize that it is a highly desirable object.
Basically, applied science starts with the clear understanding of a human
need and then uses all the available scientific knowledge to assist in the
achievement and satisfaction of this need®. Helping the housewife by eliminating
the routine operations is the outstanding human need in the developed countries
that calls for solution. The only problem is whether a sufficient number of
applied scientists will have recognized and decided to work for the achievement of
this need and will have obtained the necessary financial backing. We can expect
to see, first, the development of a robot for some purpose where money is no
object, such as for rescuing people from burning houses or planes or putting out

oil—wel_l fires.

Dial ogue

Housewife :I don’t like the idea of having a robot in the house.
I should be frightened to have such a thing moving about my house.

Salesman :But it is just a machine. It can be unplugged when it finishes its work.

Housewife : Is such a robot technically possible? Aren’t there difficult problems in deve-
loping it?

Salesman :Yes, but we have already solved the problems.

Housewife :How will it be able to understand and carry out orders?

Salesman : It is controlled by the computer stored with a permanent set of instructions® to
deal with certain types of work.

Housewife :How will it be powered?

Salesman ;By batteries’.

Housewife : What will it look like?

Salesman :Like a man or a woman with head, arms and legs.

Housewife :OK. I’ll think about it before I decide to buy.

Notes

1. As civilization proceeds in the direction of technology, it passes the point of supplying all
the basic essentials of life—food, shelter, clothes and warmth. f F X BHEAZE B AR KX B/
FEE#H, ERSERENEALRE A K BEHFFEREEFERNEE.

2.1 shall take it as axiomatic that mankind has, by that time, chosen the latter alternative.
AE T, BB AT SEERE .
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%17 axiomatic YERIEHN EIE. W

We often take gas as compressible. RIS HILSEEFEREUTESLED .

3. By far the most logic step++-. “by far”EMfiLb B K . HEK,. RIARE . BE,.EH -

/2”&

...... 2 !m:

He is by far the most diligent among us. b BH (T4 P HFHTIH.
“by far”, Fl T LB R B, — MR R W EE; M ERTE, ME = FF N

“the”, M.
a) He is by far the taller of the two brothers.
b) He is taller by far than his brother.

flith iR B HE L.

4. It will be a machine having no more emotions than a car, but have a memory for

instructions and a limited degree of instructed or built-in adaptability according to the
positions in which it finds various types of objects. B} & — IR E—H KRG H R
L HER—IMHELHEFS, FFRAAF —ERENZHSBEH BRIV ZRES M
FIR B & K (ot i 19 B0 VR AR BB S BY
no more-+-than -+ &K “Fl - —BEF A", M HN5& than BT K % E T A » than LLF
LEXEREEN . HENETEER ., W
a) He has no more books than you have. fhifFHF IR —FEZE,

b) A whale is no more a fish than a horse is. = A whale is not a fish any more than

a horse. #FdEAM MDA —FE,

5. Basically, applied science starts with the clear understanding of a human need and then

uses all the available scientific knowledge to assist in the achievements and satisfaction of
this need. MBI EF EIF IR T ARTER T 7, K512 F g w1 sEp9 Bl J0RE
FEEAMBEXIMTE.

6. permanent set of instructions

n. B

7. battery /'beetari/

robot
supply
essential
shelter
fulfil
hitherto
standard
axiomatic
alternative
leisure

domestic
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Words and Expressions
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cease
majority
relieve
scrub
program
switch
emotion
adaptability
vacuum
unplug
applied
available
assist
recognize
achievement
eliminate
sufficient
financial
rescue
technically

develope

/siis/

/ma' d3oriti/
/i’ lizv/
/skrab/

/' prougraem/
/switf/

/i'moufan/

/a,daepta’biliti/

/' veekjuem/
/an'plag/
/' plaid/

/o' veilabl/
/o' sist/

/' rekagnaiz/
/' tfi:vmant/
/i'limineit/
/s fifant/
/fai'naenfal/
/'reskju:/

/" teknikali/
/di’ velap/

#4118 (The Gerund)
AR AR EEE R, S 2R RE R AN, TR Y T2 AMER. E5HM
HAEBEER —#, L EANANFERFE, TUE ECHEIENRIE. 1&RAZERE

v. ik, Hik

n. KB, K}

vt.  BREERR O % S )

vt. FABEE, B

vt. e GRERF B FIATE L FEREFILE

vt. BEEECHT (B

n. &N, E A

na HE , EZEKE;ATH

v.  YIETEIE

a. MHK,EHB

a. AR EME, KGR

v. #Bh,iEE)

vt. AR, AH

n. B

v,  BRE.EK

a. EBH

a. WMEH), &R

vt. ﬁﬂj(ﬁ@%)

ad. F[T,HA L

v. HER,KR HR,HEREKE. B
Grammar

HIBIE RIFE R B &R EE.
1. AR hiEFE +ing.
A AT R ERESFHE .
2. AR AEER:
DYEERE:
Swimming will do you good.
i3 QSR g =R IN: 8
It is no use talking so\much about this.
ERRICXFRIRAHY.
2)ERIE
All he wants to do is flying a plane.
fi AEL Ay L R 2 B K AL
4 —



Seeing is believing.
B E A —
DIERIE:
@f’ﬁiﬁﬁ:]é’ﬂﬁi%
HiE R E B E AR ARG, A E IR AR, A ReEA
ijJ%ﬁl yﬁé’ﬂﬁﬁ’émmﬂxﬁ_iﬁ SHAPPERATUAE . ReEM L EEREN 3R
% :enjoy, keep(on) ,mind, avoid, finish, consider, practise, excuse, forgive, risk,
deny, postpone, cannot help, cannot stand, fanncy, miss, give (up), put (off)%§,
Please pardon my disturbing you.
WIRIREITHRT

She can’t stand your smoking in her room.
1 R RE 2 VR E 1 B 1) EL A

They have never forgiven us going there.
AT AR AR R IR AT T A E.

They avoided fighting.
flfilE 5% T —5 8-}

I don’t mind getting up early in the morning.
EAETFRLELERE.

THIHAANBRARANEREWIERE, EXTEZEN, S# ZHA K, A
1T :1 7E begin, can’t bear, cease, continue, like, dread, love, prefer, propose,
start FFFZE, MBR—BBTH, BB IFAERENZ  WRRFEHSAK
B, AR EXEMIEREBEANZ . LK.

I can’t bear living alone.

{I can’t bear to see the child treated stupidly.
I dread falling ill.

{I dread to think of it.

Phil prefers doing it his way.

{Phil prefers to go by train this evening.

I don’t like watching television.

{I’d like to swim today.

@E need , want , require , deserve 43117 Z J& » A] H 3 %17 49 £ 3B NFR BB G
XY TRARENHIER. fla.

This letter needs signing by the manager.

= This letter needs to be signed by the manager.
The house wants repairing.

= The house wants to be repaired.

That boy deserves looking after.

= That boy deserves to be looked after.



@ begin, start BFFEZ 5, MRRE BN IHNE, HLAEH L, MRTITEH
Wi AREREWHE, W,
After he had collected the material, he began writing.
{After a week he began to enjoy his stay.
After some hesitation he started writing his report.
{It has already started to rain.
@7FE try, mean, can’t help %2 /5, BE ZHAZEHWERA EXEWH , LT X E&F)iH
AHERRE L. B,
Your plan would mean spending hours. (mean /E“& BR”##&)
{I didn’t mean to make you angry. (mean fE“¥TE "##)
If you want to improve the taste, try adding some sugar.
(try 4E“i, X ")
Philip tried to answer each question by himself.
(try E“55 7, BE "8
®7E remember, forget ZJ5, A ZALEHMEAREXEMERE  EX ELAHRHERX
AR AW, KEfE R EECHE” . “Tie"aifEZ il AR ER, HafER A ED
B BIRHEEZE. .
Can’t you remember telling me the story last night?
= You told me the story last night. Can’t you remember it?
You must remember to tell him all that.
= You must tell him all that. Don’t forget it.
I shall never forget seeing the Great Wall.
= I saw the Great Wall, and I shall never forget the experience.
I was so busy that I forgot to see the Great Wall.
= | was so busy that it didn’t come to my mind that I should see the Great Wall.
©7E stop, leave off, go on HZ )5, BH AL AEWIERE  FRAAEXEH,EAR
BREIEMEBRIE Y TF in order to., HI:
They stopped watching TV at 9 : 30.
= At 9 : 30 they did not watch TV any more.
They stopped to watch TV at 9 : 30.
= They paused at 9 : 30 in order to watch TV.
He left off writing the book.
= He stopped writing the book.
He left off to write the book.
= He left some place in order to write the book.
DA AR EE
Gambridge became a centre of learning in the thirteeth century.
SIFFTE 13 R A ERBIF L.
— 6 —



After looking at the clock, he hurried away.
fETEHUE RITEE.
On hearing the news, she didn’t know what to say.
WrEX I SA A E R R 4.
He was tired of reading and went to bed.
hEHRERET R LEREZERT .
OEEE:
Near the English coast, long lines of fishing boats sail out to sea daily.
REEEER, FRAE AR AT .
He often carefully watched the doctors in the operating room.
R HEFREANFAEEEERFEAR,
3. B B iR 5 AL AR H AL
DRI, 1A R Y F—GHE, MAESFAE Y F—MNEAA, K.
One of the good exercises is climbing mountains. (3]4517)
B IR —F IR0 B bk .
The film is frightening. (BLFE4iA])
XEEEEMAEFME.
DEREN, HZFSEREHNZFAREEZE LNEEXR . RRELAFFHIES
T MAESASEREHRYZANETER LM EFXER. ALK
a moving body (= a body which is moving)
BEE RN Wik
A flying bird (= a bird that is flying)
Xy
B EIEXR, Pl moving M flying RIES A .

a fishing boat (= a boat for fishing)

bR
an operating room (= a room for operating)
FRE
BHEIFERXRR, Pl fishing F operating 234417 .

Word Study

carry (vt. & vi.)

LW.2.41, 5%

I carried the bag of flour up the stairs.

RICAETE R LEE.

He was carrying a wooden box on his shoulder.

AT E N AF.
The goods will be carried by lorry to Kaifeng.



HYRK A REEZETH .
ATHTFIIMHER:
She was afraid of carrying the infection to her child.
wH B A BT .
They were determined to carry the war to complete victory.
fib AT O % S 21 B B R R R
There is one thing you must always carry in mind.
A —HFRLHEEICECR,
The village shop carried all the things the villagers could possibly need.
HFHEER, ZSTMREFENARANAEREA.
2. WA (PRI EF)
The bill was carried by a majority of 34 (301 to 267).
XTERELL 34 B L H0(301 Xt 267 Tt .
3.carry away {HLEIE,FAE
He was so carried away by fear that he didn’t know what he was saying.
fib R AREE R BB, IEEIBE L RIR T »
The audience were carried away by his inspiring speech.
RN OB R T EUTRITAT .
4.carry off ZFFE,I5E , KB GRIR)
After destroying the village, the enemy carried off all the cattle.
EBREMNFZE BANCHERLET .
Wemen’s teams from Guangdong carried off the first four places at the national
championships.
EEESIRES, T ALAFETEIHAZ,
5.carry on HEAT, 4REEHEAT
He had learned enough Cerman to carry on a conversation.
B T BB EIERHETSE.
6. carry out 34T, AT, #HEAT
They were determined to carry out the order to the letter.
i TR R AR AAT 0 S
They also carried out other experiments.

N 1EHT T HERE.

call (vt. & vi.)
1. vt. (g)m“yw(@)

I wonder what they call those flowers.
FRANENIE AT AU AR LETE f+ 4B 5.
This was calling black white.
a— 8 S—



. Vt.

. Vi,

XERERE.

A ATLRR IR E R TR 5 AR W SO 4

An Englishman calls himself young at fifty.
RE AL+ T E EFR.

I wouldn’t call that fair.
KEXABBIHEAEN .

T L, B Y

Call me at seven o’ clock please.
T 7 KB,

Someone called her out.
ANBMEET

U7, B A

I hope you’ll call again.
KA B Rbek.

You’d better call at his office.

R AR A ERAM .

.vt.call B call up FTHIF

You may call him at 89 0351.
YRATLAFT B IEE] 89 0351 HHfth.

Let’s call his office.
NS A EITHRIE,
1’1l call you up at about 7 o’ clock.

THE 7 RERHIRITHRIE,

.call at  CKRFE, D EE . EE

This train calls at every station.
X KR EFAN T,
Does the liner call at Hongkong?

X FREFBERD?

.call attention to Z|EXf -~ HEEF

We must call your attention to this problem.

AT FE RXHEXA R ERE .

.call away  BYSE, BIUTFF

The doctor was called away a moment ago.

KRRNIABHEET .

. call for

DI GEND B GEN

I’1l call for you ( at your house) at nine.

IR GURZO FEIR.



Her father called for her.

i A2 36 4 e
2)E, RE
When will you call for the article?
TRAT ABHBESE B F 2
He entered the restaurant and called for a glass of beer.
ftt EHERAE , W T R
DER,FE
This disease calls for prompt treatment.
iX T T B AT VAT .
The work calls for endurance and patience.
XM TAEERA M.

9.call off EUIH, AT
The game was called off on account of rain.
HTFTH. XHHLEBIET .
10.callon FiH,FEHGEN)
I called on them.this evening.
LSRG EREFVHMIIT .

Whenever I have time I would like to call on the old man.

KE—FZRBEEFRIXIMNEA.
Exercises

I . Put the following sentences from the text into Chinese (¥ T %3%& § 1R 3C 4] FiR LI
1= 9F

1. Yet the great majority of the housewives will wish to be relieved completely from the
routine operations of the home.

2. Helping the housewife by eliminating the routine operations is the outstanding human
need in the developed countries that calls for solution.

3. The only problem is whether a suffient number of applied scientists will have recognized
and decided to work for the achievement of this need and will have obtained the
necessary financial backing.

4. We can expect to see, first, the development of a robot for some purpose where money
is no object, such as rescuing people from burning houses or planes or putting out oil-

well fires.

I . Use the phrases or expressions from the text to make sentences (Fj i X P EIEIER 1R
HEER])
1. face with 2. regard as 3. switch off



4. start with 5. call for 6. by far

Il . The definite article is used in many ways in English. Observe the following sentences (7
FiEPEREAAFZHEE. WETHEF):
(a) Computers are electronic devices.
(b) The computer is an electronic device.
Sentences (a) and (b) say the same thing. When we say ‘the computer’ in
sentence (b), we don’t refer to a particular computer, but to computers in
general, as in sentence (a).
Here are some sentences like (a); rewrite them in the form of (b). Use any hints
given in brackets (FI#55 B4 1R /R1E T3 Lk () A FHIFE X L (D) By A FIE A
Bk
1. (a) Housewives will wish to get rid of routine domestic work.
(b) (The housewife -+ )
2. (a) Robots are automatic machines that act almost like human beings.
(b) (++ an automatic ** acts *** a human being. )
3. (a) Washing-up machines were at first regarded as rivals to housevies.
(b) (+++ arival to «+)
4. (a) Pure scientists make knowledge available while applied scientists use it for human
welfare.

(b) -+ makes - uses **+ )

V. Vocabulary- I Give a word found from the text which has roughly the meaning of
each of the following CAAIRICH K 5 T A8 A7) -
1. having to do with the home or household work
2. saving
3. mechanism that acts like a man
4. clean by rubbing hard with a brush dipped in soap and water
Vocabulary- 1~ Match the word given under A with the expressions under B(J\ B £t

#E5 A EZHHFEM A RETRD

A B
essential spare time
fulfil of the management of money
leisure excitement of the feelings
emotion most important
financial capable of being used
available carry out(a task, duty)



