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§ THE SECRET GARDEN

Introduction

Frances Hodgson Burnett

Frances Hodgson was born in Manchester, England, in 1849.
Her father was successful as a dealer in metal goods, but he
died while Frances was still very young. The family continued
to deal in metal goods, but more and more of their trade was
with the southern states of America. The American Civil War,
between the northern states and some southern states (1861—
65), ended badly for the southern states and for the Hodgson
company. The Hodgsons went to the United States and lived in
the state of Tennessee.

They were very poor until Frances had some success as a
writer from 1866, when she was seventeen years old.

In 1873, Frances Hodgson married Dr Swan Burnett. Her
name was already known to many readers, so Mrs Frances
Burnett kept the “Hodgson” in her name as a writer.

She had great success with her novel Little Lord Fauntleroy
in 1886. Learned people now think that this story of an
American boy who becomes an English lord is not good because
it plays too much on the reader’s feelings. But thousands of
people enjoyed it.
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i THE SECRET GARDEN

The Secret Garden came out in 1909. It was written for
children, but older people enjoy it because it shows the writer’s
surprising understanding of children, even when she herself
was sixty years old.

Frances Hodgson Burnett died in 1924 in Long Island, USA.

The Secret Garden

The story begins in India at a time when very many British
people lived there. They worked in government, in the army,
on the railways and in trade. They were not all like the father
and mother of Mary in this story, but many of them had plenty
of Indian servants, and sometimes the European mothers did
not give enough time and care to their own children. The hot
season was not good for Europeans, and there were illnesses
that the doctors did not know much about. That is how Mary
became an unhealthy, rather nasty child.

England would seem a strange country after the India that
Mary knew. And the Yorkshire moors would be even stranger.
They are cold in winter. The wind blows strongly over them,
with very few trees to stop it. You don’t see many houses on the
high moors, and the rough grass is all right for sheep but not
for cows or other farm animals. The Yorkshire people believe it
is very healthy, but an unhappy little child from India wouldn’t
think so at first.
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CHAPTER 1

There Is No One Left

* QUESTIONS BEFORE READING -

»  Who took care of Mary in India?
»  What happened to her father and mother?

»  Why did no one care about Mary? (Because . . . )




§ THE SECRET GARDEN

Mary Lennox was born in India. Her mother and father were
from England, but they lived in India because her father worked
there. Mary’s mother was very beautiful. She had many friends
and she liked to go out with them. She was always with her
friends. She had not really wanted a child at all. Mary’s father
was often out, too, because he worked very hard. So Mary did
not see her mother or father very often. Servants took care of
her. They did everything to please her and to stop her crying.

Mary was a thin, ugly baby who was often ill. She did not
get better as she grew bigger. She was always a thin, unhealthy
child. Because the servants always did what she wanted, she
was not at all a nice child. She thought only about herself. No
one loved Mary, and Mary loved no one.

One very hot morning when Mary was nine years old, a
new servant came to wake her. Mary was cross because she
wanted the servant whom she knew, not a new one.

The woman looked frightened, but Mary’s own servant did
not come. Later, Mary was left alone. It was a Strange morning.
No one told her what to do, so she went into the garden to play.
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I THE SECRET GARDEN

She played with flowers and made a little garden of her own.
She was cross because she did not know why she was alone.
Something was not right.

Later she heard her mother talking and then she knew
what was not right. Many people in the house were ill, and
some had died. No one thought about Mary. No one wanted
her, and she was sad. She was frightened, too. She went to her
room. She cried and then she slept for a long time. When she
woke up, the house was very quiet.

“Perhaps the sickness has gone,” she thought. “Perhaps
everyone is better. Now someone will come and look for me.”

But no one came. She waited, but the house was still very
quiet. Suddenly she heard footsteps outside her room, and two
men came in.

“Barney!” the first man cried. “There’s a child in here! A
child alone! In a place like this! Who is she?”

“I am Mary Lennox,” the little girl said crossly. “I went to
sleep when everyone was ill, and | have just woken up. Why
does no one come? Why didn’t they remember me?”

“Poor little girl!” said the man called Barney. “There is no
one left who could remember you.”

} And so Mary learnt that her father and mother were dead.
The servants had all run away, and no one thought about the
little girl who was left alone in the house. She was not a nice
child, and no one cared about her.
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1. Because the servants always did what she wanted,

she was not at all a nice child.
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2. The servants had all run away, and no one thought
about the little girl who was left alone in the

house.
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