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PREFACE

This edition of Public Policy Analysis, like its two predecessors, is intended as a
textbook and as an extended critical essay on the field of public policy. The primary
audience for the book is upper-division undergraduate and graduate students com-
pleting their first course in multidisciplinary policy analysis. Because the book
addresses concerns of several social science disciplines and social professions, it
provides case materials and examples in policy arenas ranging from energy and
environment to transportation, highway safety, and foreign policy.

This book takes a pragmatic, critical, and multidisciplinary approach. I believe
that policy analysis must be distinguished from the disciplines in which policy analy-
sis originates. Although policy analysis builds on political science, public adminis-
tration, economics, and other disciplines and professions, it also transforms them
into more practically useful methods, more testable theories, and more applicable
findings. In this context, I define policy analysis as a process of multidisciplinary
inquiry that creates, critically assesses, and communicates information that is useful
for understanding and improving policies.

Special instructional devices and learning strategies arc again cmployed
throughout the book:

e Advance organizers. The book uses advance organizers, especially visual
displays, to introduce students to the logical structure of methods and tech-
niques covered later. The advance organizer for the book as 2 whole is the
information-processing model of policy inquiry presented in the first chapter
and throughout the book. This and other advance organizers help students
grasp complex relations and critically examine the assumptions that underlic
theories, methods, and techniques.

s Learning objectives. The objectives that students should attain by reading
each chapter and completing related assignments arc listed at the end of
that chapter. I have tried to state these objectives in terms of the acquisition
of knowledge and skills to do or perform something. For example, learning
objectives refer to the acquisition of knowledge and skills needed to recog-
nize, define, understand, compare, contrast, explain, predict, estimatc, cval-
uate, synthesize, diagnose, plan, and apply. By stating objectives in this
way, the emphasis is on active rather than passive learning, on application
rather than regurgitation.

s Key terms and concepts. It is important to build a multidisciplinary vocabu-
lary of policy analysis. Key terms and concepts of policy analysis are defined
when first introduced in the text and listed at the end of each chapter. Because
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of my multidisciplinary approach, terms and concepts go beyond those used
in more discipline-bound texts.

e Review questions. Knowledge and skills in policy analysis must be rein-
forced. For this reason, review questions are provided at the end of each
chapter. The review questions address two kinds of skills: higher-order skills
in conceptualizing, interpreting, explaining, synthesizing, evaluating, and
applying; and lower-order technical skills in calculating, estimating, and com-
puting. Review questions may be used by students for self-study and by
instructors who are developing written assignments, examinations, and tests.

¢ Reference. In addition to literature cited in footnotes, each chapter is accom-
panied by suggested readings keyed to the issues addressed in the chapter. In
this edition, I have attempted to include literature that is representative of
many of the most recent developments in public policy analysis.

* Power Puint Slides, Data Sets, and Teaching Notes. A special Web site coor-
dinated with this text provides Power Point slides I have used in teaching.
Also supplied are data sets on key issues of public policy and, in some cases,
teaching notes concerning the data sets and how to analyze them with the
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) and other software.
Additional cases in public policy and policy analysis are also provided.

In the past twenty-seven years, this book has been used, tested, and evaluated
in degree programs in social science departments and in professional schools of
public policy and public administration in this country and abroad. The book has
been translated from English into other languages including Chinese, Indonesian,
Korean, Romanian, and Spanish. I have used, tested, and evaluated parts of the
book in training programs and projects in countries of the Furopean Union,
Southeastern Europe, the Middle East, North Africa, and Latin America. The revi-
sions incorporated in this edition reflect much of what I have learned from thesc
teaching and training experiences and from my doing policy analyses for agencies
and ministries at the local, state, national, and international levels.

Over the years many students and faculty colleagues have improved this book.
Although the full list is too long to present here, I will say only that my best construc-
tive critics have been students in the MPA Program in Public Management and Policy
and the Ph.D. Program in Public Policy Rescarch and Analysis, both in the University
of Pitisburgh’s Graduate School of Public and International Affairs. I am also grateful
to students and faculty at the Graduate Center for Public Policy and Management in
Skopje, Macedonia, where I had the opportunity to work with some of the best stu-
dents I have ever taught. I also thank three anonymous reviewers of this edition and
reviewers of the 3rd edition, including David Nice of Washington State University,
David Houston of the University of Tennessee at Knoxville, and Louise Comfort of the
University of Pittsburgh. Sheila Kelly, Lien Rung-Kao, Sujatha Raman, and Eric Sevigny
assisted in preparing materials for previous editions. I am grateful to Kate Freed for
editorial and technical assistance with the 3rd edition, t© Bojana Aceva-Andonova
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for assistance with this 4th edition, and to Rob DeGeorge and other Prentice Hall staff
for skillfully managing the production process.

William N. Dunn

Graduate School of Public and International Affatrs
University of Pittsburgh

Graduate Center for Public Policy and Management
Skopyje, Republic of Macedonia
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