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PREFACE

[

As suggested by the title, this is a book of dialogues covering
everyday situations, such as: buying a suit, eating in a restau-
rant, going to the theatre, attending a baseball game, etc. The
vocabulary is that of everyday speech. The expressions and
idiomatic constructions are those heard on all sides today
wherever American English is spoken.

The purpose of the book is to acquaint those learning
English with the.vocabulary and particular forms of address
used in these various stiuations. For exzmple; how does one
order a meal in a restaurant? What is the procedure to be
followed conversationally in buying tickets for the theatre or
in attending a movie? What are the common expressions to be
used in making a telephone call? These are some of the things
the book teaches, and naturally they are of importance to any-
one learning English. The book should be useful to all students
who wish to perfect their English along colloquial and idi-
omatic lines. It should also be valuable to the many persons of
foreign birth living in the United States who feel the need
for additional vocabulary and further practice with idiomatic
forms. }

The book can also serve as a travel guide forthose visiting
the United States3s tourists. Since most of the situations met in
the course of one’s everyday experiences are covered in the
book; the visitor can find the necessary vocabulary and ex-
pressions with which to make hithself understood by the rail-
-road clerk, the waiter in the restaurant, the bus or taxi driver,
the shoe salesman, etc. _

Finally, .the book is also designed as an advanced conversa-
tion text. Since:the dialogue form is used throughout, con-



versational forms are naturally stressed. In addition, acequate
drill and study exercises accompany each of the ‘dialogues..
Questions follow each dialogue and provide a basis for further
conversation between student and teacher. The teacher should
naturally expand upon these questions and ask additional ques-
tions of a similar sort. She should also modify the form of the
questions in order to make them apply more closely to her
-particular group of students. For example, if the question is:

“On what corner did Mr. Smith_get on the bus?”, she should
say to the next student, “Mary, where do you get on the bus
“every morning? Do you prefer the bus to the street-car?” To
another student she might say, Johm, is the bus usually
“crowded or empty when you get on every murmng? Where
-do you get off the bus?’ In this way\a great deal of normal
conversation revolving around the essential vocabulary of. the
particular dialogue can easily rf'sult Vocabulary and. idiom -
drills follow the series of quesuons that accompany each
dialogue.

For a grammar supplemem to this book if one is needed,
the author’s Graded Exercises in English is recommended.
For further study of idioms and idiomatic constructions, the
student may also find helpful the author’s Essential Idioms in
English and Handbook of American ldioms and Idiomatic
Usage.

‘New York, N. Y. | R. J. D.
April, 1953 . -
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. Mrs. Green Calls at the Bank

—1I'd like you to cash this check for fifty dollars for me, please.
—Have you an account with us?

—Yes, my husbarid and I have a checking account. I also want
to deposit these other checks in our account at the same time.

—I see. Have you made out a deposit slip?

— (Mrs. Green hands teller deposit slip with checks for deposit)
I hope that I have made it out correctly.

—It seems to me all right. How do you want this other check
cashed, Mrs. Green? Will five tens be all right?

—That will be fine. (Accepts bills) I also want to ask you about
starting a savings account. My husband and I have been think-
ing of opening a small savings account in which we could: per-
haps put aside a few dollars each week.

1 .



-—The procedure is very simple. You can open a savings accoum

at any time with an initial deposit 'of five dollars -or more: Five
dollars is the minimum original deposit. After that you deposit

or withdraw money as you wish. You bring your bank book with

you cach time and the deposxt or mth(hawal is entered in your

book. The amount carries interest of 214, and the mterest is

added to your account every six months. That's about all there

1is to it. If you'd like to open an account, you can talk with the

manager or with one of his assistants. They will be glad to take

care of you.

~~Thank you! But I don't believe we are quite ready just yet.
However, I do want to speak with someone about.another mat-
ter. I received a notice a few days ago from the bank saying that'
our checking account was overdrawn. With whom should T
speak about that?

—You can talk with the manager if you like. There he is, seated
at that desk over near the wmdow He seems to be free at the
moment.

— (Mrs. Green goes over to manager's desk) How do you do!
I'am Mrs. Green. About a month ago my husband and I opened
a checking account here, and a few days ago 1 received a notice
from the bank saying that our account was overdrawn.

— (Manager, reaching for the telephoné) Just a minute, Mrs.
Green. I'll get the record of vour account. ({'clepliones, record
ol Mrs..Green's account is brouglt to him) Yes, your account
was overdrawn four dollars on the twenty-third of the month. .

—But you didn't return'the check to me.

—No, the overdratt was mely tour dollars so the bank honoréd
the check. In such cases we simply send the client a notice and
- assume that hie will reimburse the bank for the amount paid. Of
course, if the amount is very large, the bank will return the .
check nnd refuse to pay it. Apparently, you took care of the

2




matter because your record shows that on the twenty-fifth a
deposit was made which easily covered the shortage.

—Then there is nothing further I have to do about it; is that
correct?

—You will find a charge of two dollars on your next monthly
statement, which you will have to pay. That is: iandard charge
made by all banks in the case of an overdraft. But otherwise
everything has been taken care of. We just hope that in the
future you won'’t overdraw your account.

—1I really can’t understand it. I kept a very careful record of my
checks and the total was much less than we deposited.

—But perhapsv your husband al_So wrote some checks.

—It’s possible. I didn’t say anything to him about the account
bcing overdrawn because 1 was afraid he might be angry.

—It's a joint account, Mrs. Green. and carries two signatures.
That means that either you or your husband can write checks
against it.

—1I don't suppose it’s possible 1o have a joint account where my
husband would just deposit money and I would write the
checks.

—I'm afraid not.

——It might be a very good idca. You should think about it.
Anyway, I'm dreadfully sorry to have bothered you. It was very
stupid of me.

—It was no bother at all. We are always glad to help you, Why
don’t you take one of cur little booklets along with you? The
describe the various services which the bank offers: We have
personal loan department. a savings department, and we se
travelers” checks. Perhaps some day you or your hushand mz
~wish to make a persona' loan.



—7I'm atraid that's my husband’s department. He takes care of
getting the money; I just spend it. Anyway, my husband says
that a bank is a place where they lend you money only when
you can prove that you don’t need it. Is that correct?

—Not quite. But tell your husband that we shall be glad to do
business with him whenever he has need of our services.

—Thanks. I'll do that. Good-bye.
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Exerclses for Conversation

A. QUESTIONS FOR CONVERSATION PRACT. ICE
1. Where does this dialogue take place? 2. What persons take part '

in this dmlog-ue? 8. What are the duties of the “teller” in a bank?
4. What is_the. procedure to be followed in a bank in making a
deposlt? 5. What is-the difference between a checking account and
- a savings account? 6. What interest do most savings accounts draw
in banks today? 7. What charge, if any, do banks make for.checking
accounts? 8. What are some of the advantages of paying ior pur-
chases by check rather than in cash? 9. What happens if a person
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