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Impact Issues 1 is part of a 3-book series (Impact Issues 1, Impact Issues 2, Impact Issues 3) designed to help
students develop conversation and discussion skills. Impact Issues 1 is a complete course in oral communication
for students at a beginner to high-beginner level of English proficiency. It is a collection of 20 exciting and timely
topics that students enjoy discussing. Each of the 20 units is carefully presented with activities designed to help
students understand the topics, express their own points of view and opinions, and make short presentations.

The Impact Issues series has developed a unique content-based and student-centered approach to language
learning. The situation or story in each unit represents a theme that students reflect upon, discuss, and share
their points of view about. The themes represent personal issues, such as life goals, ethics, friendships, romantic
relationships, family ties, and jobs, as well as social issues such as equal rights, globalization, nationalism,
environmental concerns, conflict and peace, refugees, and education.

The activities in Impact Issues are intended to help students develop in four key areas of language learning:
comprehension, critical thinking, self-expression, and motivation.

Comprehension is the basis for all language development. The Impact Issues series helps

students increase their comprehension ability through both reading and listening. Each unit is set
w up so that students can engage their background knowledge, work at identifying main ideas and
supporting evidence, and make inferences about the speakers’ points of view. Throughout the
course, students are exposed to a wide range of speaking and self-expression styles and varieties
of‘international English.

Critical thinking is the ability to think deeply, to go beyond explicit information. The Impact
Issues series helps students develop and use the skills of comparing information from
complementary sources and reflecting on personal experience. Each unit series focuses on both
critical thinking skills and critical thinking attitudes.

Critical thinking skills enable students to weigh different sides of an issue and arrive at a
fair judgment. Critical thinking attitudes allow students to show respect for others’ opinions,
appreciating diverse values and viewpoints and gain the confidence to think through an issue.

Self-expression is the core of a communicative approach to language learning. The I'mpact Issues
series focuses on both discussion and presentation skills.

The heart of each unit is the sharing of opinions with classmates, which includes conversation
strategies such as soliciting ideas, getting clarification and confirmation, expressing levels of
agreement, and adding evidence and examples to support students’ own ideas.

Each unit concludes with a short personal presentation, to allow students to feel the power of
self-expression in a new language. Students are guided in planning what to say, taking notes,
outlining their ideas, and rehearsing.

— As students go through the process of understanding the issues, reflecting on the issues,
discussing different points of view, and sharing their ideas, they will gain communicative
confidence. Since the students are giving their personal point of view about the topics discussed,
they gain a sense of language ownership—the sense that they can use English for meaningful
communication. This makes the experience of studying English with Impact Issues motivating, so
that students will want to extend their communication beyond the classroom.




’ Work with a partner

Ask these questions
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Estimated time: 5 minutes

e Checks students’ understanding of key points.

e Students work in pairs to answer focus questions
about the Situation.

o

Estimated tme:  * 10 minutes

e Helps students understand different perspectives
and formulate their own opinions.

e Students work in pairs to share their opinions and
expand ways of giving and responding to opinions
(Opinion Network).

The units in 'mpact Issues are designed to be accessible linguistically, while challenging the students

intellectually. Impact Issues is especially suitable for learners whose reading, grammar, and vocabulary skills are
greater than their oral production skills. Each unit features a step-by-step preparation that turns students’ passive
knowledge into active communication practice.

Estimated fme: ' 5 minutes

e Introduces the topic and gets students thinking
about their ideas and opinions about the topic.

® Students can work in pairs, taking turns asking and
answering the questions. Alternatively, teachers can
discuss the questions with the whole class.

b

Fstimated time: (% 10-20 minutes

e Presents the main issue of the unit.

e Students can read the story and listen to it on the
Self-Study MP3 at the same time.

Listen carefully to the apinions of these thres people
Do you agree? Cirele your upinion

= |
) i

& Ken: I
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Susan:
1% 0 good Wl 1o koo like everytedy else
agree o disagree

Luis:
People who ook ditferent alwars ke trouble
agree o« disagree

b

o

Work with a parner
Disetises your opinions.




Here is a list of fashions that are unacceptable to John What is acceptable to you and
what bsn't” Addd your own ideas’

Compare ideas with two
or thrve classmates

A i thnk tamoos. are really ©o0!
| waukt get one

B Really? | trink they re OK. but | woudt
e get one. What 3004t you?

© No way' I'¢ never get one either

B

Estimated time: p 20-30 minutes

¢ Provides support for students in sharing ideas, in
pairs or groups.

e Students work through 4 clear steps to prepare
short presentations:
1. Choose: select a topic of personal interest.
2. Prepare: answer focus questions, complete
charts and graphs, and write notes to make their
ideas more specific.
3. Rehearse: work in pairs to practice short
presentations and give feedback to their partners.
4. Present: present ideas again, to a new partner
or to a larger group, while listeners complete a
task.

Estimated time;

“10-15 minutes

e Lets students connect the unit topic to broader
issues and develop critical thinking.

e Students interact in a variety of communication
formats: surveys, opinion exchanges, role plays,
and debates.

Estimated time: (%) 5-10 minutes
e Links the unit theme to a current topic.

* Students discuss cultural topics.

Make notes for your presentation. Use
the questions 10 help you

Speaking notes:

i like 1o do i your free time

Wihiat is your favorite: type of food/nusic
i Examples

about you that makes
others Examples

o

Practice saying your
1ddeas silently one time
After practicing once,
11y to improve your
speaking notes anc
practice silently again

or to a group. When
finished, ask if there are any
AQuestions

Tip
ssentation

Pres e werct
taing about the
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¢ Provides unrehearsed opinions from a variety of e Provides additional vocabulary items and
speakers about each unit topic. extended definitions of key words and phrases
e Students complete a cloze exercise for the from the unit.
opinion summary. Full video clip available at e Students study definitions from Longman
www.impactseries.com/issues. Dictionary of Contemporary English.

The Impact Issues support website (www.impactseries.com/issues) contains

' |
‘i’ e Unit-by-unit teaching tips

=

e Unit tests, semester tests, and final tests

o«

e Commentary on units by the individual authors

¢ Inspirational monographs by the authors on the teaching of skills and development of successful
learning attitudes and strategies

* Video clips of fluent English speakers giving extended opinions about each topic in Impact Issues

i

3

—|— ¢ Links to Internet sites that help teachers develop their own thinking about the topics in Impact
—— Issues and that help students explore these topics further.




Impact Issues will help you express your opinions and discuss topics in English successfully. You will also become
confident in presenting your ideas and opinions. The topics and the situations are so interesting that you will want
to say something. When you have something you really want to say, you learn to speak to the best of your ability.

Here are some tips to help you use Impact Issues:

¢ [magine yourself in the situations and stories. How would you feel? What
would you do? How can you solve the issue?
e Listen to the Self-Study CD. Think about each speaker’s point of view.

-

e Listen to the opinions on the CD. Try to understand
their ideas and feelings.

® (Give your own opinion. Don’t worry about making
mistakes.

e Express your true feelings and talk about your own
experiences. This is real communication.

¢ Study the example questions and responses. Memorize .
the patterns. ‘,,.aﬁ’

¢ Try new vocabulary and new phrases when you talk
about your own opinions.

e Listen to new ways that people express their ideas.

e Speak up, even when you feel a little nervous! This is
the fastest way to gain confidence.

e Challenge yourself! You will be able to make a lot of
progress with your English when you try to say more.

Enjoy communicating in English

v+ o nick mnart e ac 11 1A
By the time you finish Impact Issues, you w

y YyOU W

i T o) ~rfi 1l ~rAarmr ininatAr
| be a powerful communicator!




UNIT

1. The Guy with
Green Hair

pages 10-13
“ 2. The Shoplifter

i pages 14-17

4, Beauty
Contest

pages 22-25
v 5. Who Pays?

" pages 26-29

. 6. Saying
“I Love You”

pages 30-33

7. Family Values

. i pages 38-41

g 9. A Letter from
Grandma

pages 42-45
10. Fan Worship

pages 46-49

3. I'm Not Addicted

Company directors
disagree about hiring
an applicant who
looks “different.”

A woman discovers
that her friend has
stolen an expensive
bracelet.

A mother accuses her
son of being addicted
to the Internet.

A woman desqribes
her own experiences
of a beauty contest.

Friends discuss dating
and gender roles.

A married couple
talks about cultural
differences in
showing affection.

A daughter recounts
an important family
lesson.

Two people who met
online see each other
for the first time.

A woman talks about
a moving letter from
her grandmother.

A young woman talks
about her obsession
with a rock band.

Is it better to be an
individual or to look
like everyone else?

What should we
doif a friend has
committed a crime?

s it possible to
get addicted to the
Internet?

Are beauty contests
good for women?

Who should pay on a
date?

Is it best to express
our feelings openly
and directly?

s it always important
to tell the truth?

Is the Internet a
good place to meet
people?

What's the best way
to communicate with
friends and family?

Is there a limit to
being a fan?

Acceptable or

unacceptable?

Do you believe it?

Disagreement!

s it important?

Rules for dating

Showing love

Family lessons

Relationship values

Staying in touch

Would you do it?

Talk about
yourself

A difficult
experience

My life online

A big
accomplishment

A night out

Love story

A special object

What's important
in a relationship?

Someone
important to me

My favorite...




UNIT
11. Pet Peeve

pages 50-53

and See

L

_ pages 54-57
13. Will Children

‘ pages 58-61
- )

14. Get a Job!

pages 62-65

15. To Tell or
Not To Tell

i pages 66-69

16. The Dream

pages 70-73
17. To Have or
Have Not
‘ pages 74-77
18. Are Humans
Smart?
I pages 78-81
- -:5' 19. Cloning Cyndi

-

3 \EdTR
@ pages 82-85
: 20. Why Learn
; English?
y LI 5
B pages 86-89
Appendix:

/" 12. Close Your Eyes

Save the Earth?

Friends complain
about rude public
behavior.

A blind man’s advice
about appreciating
people with
disabilities.

A mother is concerned
that a teacher is
turning his students
into environmental
activists.

A mother and son
argue about what he
should do with his
life.

A worker discovers
that his company is
being dishonest.

A woman is worried
that a scary dream
will come true.

A son faces pressure
from his father to
have children.

Aliens discover big
problems on Earth.

An elderly man wants
to clone his sick cat
as a cure for his
loneliness.

Two students disagree
about learning
English.

How do we deal with
rude behavior?

Do we treat disabled
people unfairly?

Should children
be concerned with
environmental
problems?

s it harder for young
people to start a
career now than it
was in the past?

Should employees
report dishonest
activities at work or
keep quiet?

How much attention
should we pay to our
dreams?

Should all couples
have children?

Are we smart enough
to save ourselves?

Should cloning
animals be allowed?

s it important to
learn English?

Does it bother you?

Everyday activities—
gasy for you?

Matthew's advice to
adults

I'm a free spirit!

Reasons and excuses

The meaning of

dreams

| want grandchildren!

Gorko's opinions

Cloning: for and
against

Ways to learn a

language

A bad experience

Helping disabled

people

My inspiration

My life goals

Courage!

My dream

Children or no

children?

Advice to humans

Cloning in the

future (2040)

Learning English

1. Personal Opinions—extra opinions about the topic of each unit. Corresponds to video clips
available on the course website, www.cflo.com.cn/bbs/student.htm.

2. Vocabulary—expanded vocabulary items and definitions for each unit.




;\ Work with a partner.
/" Ask these questions.

1. Which of these people are unusual?

m

¢ ‘_ &
5
-
Susie Andy Molly
2. What can you tell from a person’s appearance? y

o
&

Twenty-five university students are interviewed by a famous company. After the interviews, three
company directors have a meeting. There’s one thing they can’t agree on. Listen to their conversation.

Christopher: I feel the last student was the best. He was intelligent, had a B IS
wonderful personality, and was funny. ;

John: Are you serious? The guy with green hair? He looked like a
vegetable.

Min: Well, he did give excellent answers to our questions. And I

agree that he has a good personality. Is the color of his hair
important?

John: Yes, the color of his hair is important. No serious student
would come to a job interview with green hair! [ believe that
people who are unusual make trouble.

Min: He’s just different. I think he has a lot of courage.

John: Different? He sure was! Can you imagine him talking to our customers?
With green hair? No way!

Christopher: We can make him change his hair color after we hire him. What do you think?

Min: [ don’t agree with you, Christopher. Hair color is an important part of a person.
You can’t force people to change the color of their hair.

John: Then let’s not hire him. I'm really against hiring him.

Christopher: | dls,aglree. We 11 make a mistake if we Words & Expressions )
don’t hire him. I feel we would lose a customer 7. Fi&, &

ver ood person.
V8 b director n. EE; K18

Glossary personality = the qualities and behavior of a person  courage = bravery




Are the sentences true or false? Circle T or F.

1. Christopher didn't like the last student. T/F
2. John believes that a serious student would not come
to a job interview with green hair. T/F
3. Min doesn’t think you should tell other people how to look. T/F
4. They agree to hire the guy with green hair. T/F g
AL

Listen carefully to the opinions of these three people.
Do you agree? Circle your opinion.

Ken:

F . .
9 i' | It's OK to wear strange clothes or to have a different hair color.

agree or disagree

Susan:
It’s a good idea to look like everybody else.
agree or disagree

Luis:

People who look different always make trouble.

‘1

\

. |

agree or disagree ‘)

Work with a partner. ~
Discuss your opinions. Do you agree with Ken?
:3‘ \‘ v/ //
S | § R 3 f3/;/
Ken.
agree with
Susan. el
| don't 4
‘ he’s right. ) )

think o [ agree with him. I think

she’s right. that it’s OK to look

| different. And you?

For more opinions, check out www.impactseries.com

a



Here is a list of fashions that are unacceptable to John. What is acceptable to you and
what isn’t? Add your own ideas!

| would It's OK, but | No, | wouldn't
do it. wouldn't do it. doit. It's crazy!

dye my hair a different color

. #¥  shave my head
wear color contact lenses

pierce my nose

pierce my tongue

_.;gg; get a tattoo
.

@ ., wear torn jeans

my idea

Culture Corner

Compare ideas with two T A
or three classmates. .

1tervie

A: | think tattoos are really cool. « Practice: Go over sample questions.
| would get one. « Prepare: Learn about the company.
« Dress for success: Wear appropriate clothes and jewelry
- Be on time: Be in the waiting room early.

B: Really? | think they’re OK, but | would « Stay calm: Keep your cool

never get one. What about you? - Maintain eye contact: Keep eye contact with your
7 interviewer.
C: No way! I'd never get one sither. . E[Tngeévqi?t you know: Don't be afraid to show off your

- Stay positive: Focus on why you're a great candidate.
« Follow up: Make a phone call the next day.

Sources: collegegrad.com and about.com (Job Searching)



& [] The Real Me
\ [ ] My idea:

Practice saying your
ideas silently one time.
After practicing once,
try to improve your
speaking notes and
practice silently again.

Select a title for your presentation:
N [ My Life Outside of School

Make notes for your presentation. Use
the questions to help you.

Speaking notes:

What do you like to do in your free time?
Examples:

Language Hints: What is your favorite type of food/music/
Use words to connect movie? Examples:

your ideas:

First, Then, Next

Use adverbs and
adjectives: What is something about you that makes

\reaf\\v “Efet?a;d is... . youdifferent from others? Examples:
My favo

Present yourself to a partner
or to a group. When you are

finished, ask if there are any
questions.

tation Tip:
our audience-
pout the subject

Presen
Relax. sm'\\e. aty
You are talking @
you know best: YOU!




