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A Brief Introduction

The succession of “Yang-Ming School”, a branch of
NeoConfucianism in Ming dynasty, has cultivated large num-
bers of learned and talented people with its rich thoughts and
ideas, of whom Nie Bao and Luo Hongxian are the two lead-
ing exponents of “Quietness returning School” (JAEJE). In
Academic Biography of Confucianists in Ming Dynasty ({ B
&% %2 )by Huang Zongxi, Nie Bao and Luo Hongxian are
taken into the Academic Biography of Confucianists of Yang-
Ming School in Jiangyou ({JLH FI]%¥R)), and further-
more the latter is highly valued. Because of the original
thoughts that they put forward, such as “Returning to Quiet-
ness” (J3%), “Pursuing Empty and keeping Quiet” ( B
ST ) and “ Converging and keeping” (WL R B ), they
were well-know at that time. Unfortunately, they were ig-
nored and almost forgotten by the lat.er scholars, namely, e-
nough importance should have been, but not attached to
them.

Through projecting them into the whole development of
the Neo-Confucianism in Sung and Ming dynasty, especial-
ly, in that of “Yang-Ming School”, a comparison is made
between their ideas and those of other deciples with an at-
tempt to disclose their unique thoughts and styles, and to
give them a final but appropriate valuation. By the way, an
intensive textual research is also made to the two mastersy

works and the chronicle of their lives.



