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The learning of pronunciation is no easy task. Indeed it has been suggested that
of all the tasks that are required for language, the ability to produce sounds clearly and
accurately is perhaps the most difficult to attain. This is not too much of a surprise, for
it is the most mechanical and physically demanding of all the language skills. A learner
has to, literally, change and learn from scratch how to manipulate his or her speech
organs in order to articulate the different sounds in the English language, which may or
may not be present in his or her native tongue. It is a reconditioning of the muscles in
the mouth, jaw and especially the tongue, an exercise that requires patience, dedication
and most importantly, time.

The book that I have the privilege of introducing to you, the one that you are
holding now, tackles these issues and much more. Bearing in mind that pronunciation is
mainly a physical endeavour, each chapter in the book is laden with opportunities for
the student to practice the target sound or sounds. Beginning from the warm up where
individual phonemes are introduced, it then proceeds to illustrate the production of that
particular phoneme in question through a detailed figure of the speech organs. This is
vital, as without this knowledge, an accurate production of the sound is impossible.
Each chapter then has speech drills, in the form of short dialogues and poems that
contain examples of the target sound, once again allowing more chances for practice.

One of the most common stumbling blocks that students face when learning
pronunciation is the tedium of the exercise. It is monotonous, repetitive and frankly,
dull. This book anticipates this issue and deals with it by introducing a section named
Culture Q&A4; it contains topics that are culturally specific, ranging from the different
types of hairstyle to Shakespeare! This section serves as a wonderful way of informing
students of the multitude of cultural and social norms that exist, both in China and
abroad. Students are encouraged to think about the differences between the cultures
and how to handle certain situations. This section, while still focusing on the target
sound, breaks up the monotony of a pronunciation lesson and also imparts cultural
tips to students, which would be invaluable to them, especially for those who wish
to study overseas. It also provides a very practical context towards the importance of
good pronunciation, and reminds one of the fundamental reason why pronunciation is
so important; that is to improve our effectiveness in communicating with others in real,
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practical situations.

In order to improve one’s pronunciation, it is essential to know one’s weaknesses.
In this respect, this book tackles this admirably through a detailed contrastive analysis
of Chinese speakers’ main pronunciation problems. Through the many years of her
teaching this topic, the author has identified many common problems that Chinese
students encounter in English pronunciation. Her extensive work in this field has also
allowed her to compare and contrast the different problems that speakers from the North
and South of China have, highlighting differences and commonalities between them.
This, I believe, has never been attempted before; it is truly a valuable diagnostic tool
and resource for students as it enhances their awareness of their speech shortcomings.

Students also need to be able to hear and distinguish the different sounds in order
to properly replicate them; for this purpose the audio material that accompanies this
book is extremely useful. I have had the pleasure of being involved in the recording
process, and I can confidently say that the material covered in each chapter thoroughly
explores and clearly illustrates the target sounds. It is both practical and fun; not only
does it give the listener ample opportunities to practice the target sounds, it also has
the added element of being, in my opinion, highly entertaining. This is especially so
in the section named 7alk Show, where the dialogues have been specifically designed
for this dual purpose. The dialogues, which were co-written by the author and myself,
have been intentionally written to convey a sense of lightheartedness and enjoyment,
while still containing numerous instances of the phoneme or phonemes in question.
As with the Culture Q&A section, this part of the book helps to make the chapter more
appealing, which I'm sure, aids students in their learning.

I have known Ms. Zhang for close to seven years now and in that time I have had
the pleasure of working with her in countless English language recording projects.
I was approached by her in the early part of 2010, in which she expressed her wish
for me to be involved in the making of this book, I had no hesitation in accepting her
request.

[ can quite confidently state that through our collaborations, Ms. Zhang has proven
to be one of the most well-spoken and knowledgeable people I have met in the field
of ELT, and specifically in the area of pronunciation and speech production. She has
a native like understanding of the complexities of English pronunciation. This is not
at all surprising as she has been successfully teaching this subject for many years in
a Chinese university. Indeed her expertise in this area is further proven by her own
incredible ability to speak English in what I would consider to be of a native speaker
standard. Anyone who doubts this only has to listen to any of the recordings that
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Ms. Zhang has produced to confirm my belief. The fact that Ms. Zhang is currently
undertaking research in the field of pronunciation further attests to her commitment and
professionalism towards this field. I am convinced that there is no better role model for
a Chinese student to have than Ms. Zhang; any learner who wishes to improve his or
her pronunciation can do no better than to try to emulate her immaculate pronunciation
skills.

In light of all the attributes of the book that I have mentioned above, coupled with
my belief and professional admiration of the author. I have neither hesitation nor doubt
in recommending this book to any learner who is serious about improving his or her
English pronunciation.
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/er//®/
TEFBAEHRDPERINERZE, B2/ e /fl/ =/
/exr/

Warming-up 5
Efhas 6

L Wrsgd, H&E ISR
letr/,/ex/,/er/
pay, bay, day, paid, gait
tape, bade, date, bake, take
X g B R E T Jer /e
2. Wik, BtHAICE et/ MEFRS:
1 2) 3)
3.WrskE, HETHIRE, BEHER e/ HH .
paid, pad, pet, bake, Bick, bare, day, gate, kart
4. Wi—Bt Rhyme, &H /er/ & 15 B ok
Rain, rain, go away,
Come again, another day,
Little David wants to play.
Rain, rain, go to Spain,
Never show your face again.
W AL, X Rhyme H again [ ai 524F /e1/, f2& again i85 ik,

/ e1/ WL

REEH: e/ RMIICE, HANTTEAR, K/e/ B, EK/el,
RIEW /1/ 183,

/e / AR ERIKTAY, OBIEYEIF, BfM, BE. /1/ AR ER
HWFEYE, OBE¥E, Bfm, BE. K/e/ &, /e/th/ o/ EERHBMREK
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JOE et/ FIRE N REREEMORMAE:

\

. 4

EOEHE, BiEcHE /el/etl,/et/.
PEFRERPE —ANFE A MBREMAEXNE . FRRPEH=AF
BHAHREEE e/ XS, Ef1Z H, J, K.
PFEF A DOER (eifk) Z2E#BE, K&, DEAES).
T RATERITTE e/ RDMVLE, AYEEKENETRKAZ
fr, ¥ Jer/ ERHICE, WEE /e/. W4 name EERK /nem /, UAETFEWIK
W HEAHN, MO ANE T T REAFRAERENSR .

2% A 332 35 00
a(e,i,0,u)+ —MHEFE + —PMAKREN e WEKET, WAFEN. W
ape, rape, crape, scrape; mate, mete, mite, mote, mute.
AN TTEFREERENE -, RELEFE4E.
FH a fEFFE T HEME /er/, W gate, name, make.
ToE TR G ay 24F /er/, U0 bay, pay, day.
U TR A ai BEE /e1/, W aid, paid, aim.
FRPE L E AN, B TR Rhyme:
My name is May,
I stay near a bay.
I am playing in the rain,
And enjoying the happy day.
le1/ KB
le! MIBFEMNEFRE e BIEMR, /1/ERKREN I, BEEESed, £F

47 "Tessont



1 BREE N —BOE, BHER e/ HHHIA:
M: May I know your name?
F: Kate Taylor.
M: Your age?
F: Eight.
M: Which class and which grade are you in?
F: Class Eight, Grade One.
M: Welcome to our school, Kate Taylor. Let me show you the way.
2. BRI %] Rhymes flf)F, HIHEH /er/ HHIHIAE:
1) In the merry month of May,
All the little birds are gay.
They all hop and sing and say:
“Winter days are far away,
Welcome, welcome, merry May!”
2) Work while you work,
Play while you play,
This is the way
To be cheerful and gay.
3) An apple a day keeps the doctor away.
4) No pain, no gain.
5) When the cat is away, the mice will play.

6) David is waiting for Daisy at the railway station.

KRS ) B8 1A age Al safe S B AR BT E /e1/o

FEVETT, WX T ERRRAASMHER, SRt BT HRER, 7

WA A

Q: Think of three exceptions that are safe to ask about the other’s age. Find
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