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Dad Sure Could Play
That "Mandolin

By George Kiddwile
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My fathef was a self-taught mandolin player. He was one
of the best string instrument players in our town. He could not
read music, but if he heard a tune a few times, he could play
it. When he was younger, he was a member of a small country
music band. They would play at local dances and on a few
occasions would play for the local radio station. He often told
us how he had 2’auditione'd and earned a position in a band
that featured Patsy Cline as their lead singer. He told the family
that after he was hired he never went back. Dad was a very
religious man. He stated that there was a lot of drinking and
cursing the day of his audition and he did not want to be around
that type of environment.

Occasionally, Dad would get out his mandolin and play for
the family. We three children: Trisha, Monte and |, George Jr.,
would often sing along. Songs such as “the Tennessee Waltz,”
“Harbor Lights” and around Christmas time, the well-known
Jrendition of “Silver Belis” — “Silver Bells, Silver Bells, it's
Christmas time in the city” — would ring throughout the house.
One of Dad’s favorite “hymns was “The Old Rugged Cross.” We
learned the words to the hymn when we were very young, and
would sing it with Dad when he would play and sing. Another
song that was often shared in our house was a song that
accompanied the Walt Disney series “Davey Crockett.” Dad
only had to hear the song twice before he learned it well
enough to play it. “Davey, Davey Crockett, King of the Wild
Frontier” was a favorite song for the family. He knew we
enjoyed the song and the program and would often get out the
mandolin after the program was over. | could never get over
how he could play the songs so well after only hearing them a
few times. | loved to sing, but | never learned how to play the
mandolin. This is something | regret to this day.

4 BEFFEBR



i died

BRERMAERTHNBRERTET, HERNABRFNR
FREEZ—. hEFERE, EENEWIL/LRHBF, hER
BiHR. HBELE-SHNRE, RN ENRANERR. b1
EYHBETES, ALREHLEH BEHEARE. EEERR
1, BCHERE, NEERE  ZXRBEIETEBHRAEL—F
zf. EFRA, —BRBEABKREL. KEE2—MREBRH
A, EHRTRHRRABR, REAEBRE. S, MHEFERE
BRI HE.

ANE LESELRBPER, IRARE. BON=EDME: B
. RENDEELHE. BNENSE (HATERLY M E#
Z¥y, BTEED, RBERXACON (BEY : ‘K%, 88,
BERTERYS — REXERTEINET. XERBNHEAP—F
EHRR (HENTFR . BNRINHERFSKREAT, HEE
RFHBHNE, BRIMNLREB. RNEF-EBHBI—ETX
BXf  BRREHRIIA (B RPRE . KERERTHRE
MMERT, ‘BB BE TR REILENEE. © BE
BNRBEROKE . AERNERBERNBIAYE, FUE
RV BERE, hEd BEHHERE. BRAKEZFEHOBOERER
TEILBEEREL -G TFRERLT. BRAZER, ERIEFS
NTHRERREN, IRREBESHES.

2) audition [o:'difen] v. BH; B -
3) rendition [ren'dif on] n. R, HE
4) hymn [him] n. 2%
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Dad loved to play the mandolin for his family. He knew we
enjoyed singing, and hearing him play. He was like that. If he
could give pleasure to others, he would, especially his family.
He was always there, sacrificing his time and efforts to see that
his family had enough in their life. | had to mature into a man
and have children of my own before | realized how much he
had sacrificed.

Nobody played the mandolin like my father. He could touch
your soul with the tones that came out of that old mandolin. He
seemed to shine when he was playing. You could see his pride
in his ability to play so well for his family.

When Dad was younger, he worked for his father on the
farm. His father was a farmer and ®sharecropped a farm for
the man who owned the property. in 1950, our family moved
from the farm. Dad had gained employment at the local
®limestone "quarry. When the quarry closed in August of
1957, he had to seek other employment. He worked for Owens
Yacht Company in Dundalk, Maryland and.for Todd Steel in
Point of Rocks, Maryland. While working at Todd Steel, he was
involved in an accident. His job was to roll angle iron onto a
Yconveyor so that the “welders farther up the production line
would have it to complete their job. On this particular day Dad
got the third index finger of his left hand smashed between
two pieces of steel. The doctor who operated on the finger
could not save it, and Dad ended up having the tip of the finger
"“amputated. He didn’t lose enough of the finger where it
would stop him picking up anything, but it did impact his ability
to play the mandolin.

After the accident, Dad was reluctant to play the mandolin.
He felt that he could not play as well as he had before the
accident. When | came home on leave and asked him to play
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5) sharecrop [[eakrop] v. (RIEXEEH) AaYXHE
6) limestone [larmstaun] n. BXA
7) quarry ['kwori] n. X B
8) conveyor [kan'vers] n. &
9) welder ['weids] n. 18T A
* 10) amputate ['empjutert] v. Y1
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he would make excuses for why he couldn’t play. Eventually,
we would "wear him down and he would say “OK, but
remember, | can't hold down on the strings the way | used to”
or “Since the accident to this finger | can’t play as good.” For
the family it didn’t make any difference that Dad couldn’t play
as well. We were just glad that he would play. When he played
the old mandolin it would carry us back to a cheerful, happier
time in our lives. “Davey, Davey Crockett, King of the Wild
Frontier,” would again be heard in the little town of Bakerton,
West Virginia.

In August of 1993 my father was '’diagnosed with
"“inoperable lung cancer. He chose not to receive
‘chemotherapy treatments so that he could live out the
rest of his life in dignity. About a week before his death, we
asked Dad if he would play the mandolin for us. He made
excuses but said “OK.” He knew it would probably be the last
time he would play for us. He "tuned up the old mandolin
and played a few notes. When | looked around, there was not
a dry eye in the family. We saw before us a quiet humble man
with an inner strength that comes from knowing God, and living
with him in one’s life. We feit at the time that he wouldn’t have
enough strength to play, and that makes the memory of that
day even stronger. Dad was doing something he had done all
his life: giving. As sick as he was, he was still pleasing others.
Dad sure could play that Mandolin!
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15) tune up B3Z, BF
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