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A Critical Biography of Cao Cao

Cao Cao, born in 155 and died in 220, is a politician, phi-
losopher, militarist, as well as a litterateur in late phase of East-
emn Han Dynasty. He is also the real founder of Wei. His grand-
father, Cao Teng, is a famous eunuch in late Han Dynasty. His
father, Cao Song, adopted son of Cao Teng, reached position to
Tai Wei. Cao Cao had full swing since early childhood, which
made him conspicuous while he was a child. His official career
began at the age of 20. He gradually strengthened himself duﬁng
the process of putting down peasant uprisings and wars among
warlords, and then he welcomed Han Xian Di to Xu, had the em-
peror in his power and ordered the dukes about in his name. Dur-
ing his decades of military career, he beat Yuan Shu, Lu Bu,
Yuan Shao, Zhang Lu, Ma Chao, Sun Quan, Liu Bei and Wu
Huan, successively, and finally conquer the northern area.

Critical biography of Cao Cao is to give a comprehensive com-
ment on Cao Caos career. Part [, focuses on his achievements in all
his life. In Part I, some of his important ideas in different aspects
are studied in combination with his practice. The biography regards
Cao Cao an out-standing militarist who has made great contribution to
Chinese military theory. Many of his advocates have much influence
on the development of politics, economy, education, as well as cul-
ture in China.

Cao Cao was of not noble but powerful and rich origin. He was
a bit crafty and full of resource and astuteness. This biography puts
an emphasis on his familys influence on his growing and his behavior
and dual-character. This work also answers the question why Cao
Cao didnt usurp the throne and made himself the emperor.

This biography affirms Cao Cao% achievements and contribu-

tions, and blames his crafty at the same time.
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