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CHAPTER 1
\ Small Town

t thousands together -
Less bad, '

1 the cage less gay.
—Hobbes

THE LITTLE TOWN of Weres may be regarded as one of the most*
attractive in Franche—€mté. Its white houses, with their sieep 4
red tile roofs, are spread over the sigpe of a hill whose slightest
irregularities are marked by clumps of sturdy chestnut trees."The®
Doubs flows past several hundred feet below its fortifications,
built long ago by the Spaniards and now in ruins.
Verridres is sheltered on the north by a chain of high moun-
tains, a spur of the Jura range. The jagged peaks of the Vermras

A torrent, rushing down the mountainside, passes throtgh Veris

before plunging into the Doubs and provides the motive poW
for a large number of sawmills. It is an extremely simple induliSsetc
try, but it gives a most of the inhabitants, "~

geoisie. However, it is not e sawmills g
town tich. The manufacture of the v
Mulhouse calico is responsible for the general ity which,*
since the fall' of Napoleon "has given a new fagade to- nearly
every house in Verriéres. ¢ i
As soon as one enters the town, one is deafened by the uproar
of .a noisy machine of temrifying appearance. Twenty massive
wheel tumed by the water of the
: how many nsils -

il
il

3
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4 THE RED AND THE BLACK

If the traveler stops for a few moments in that mdin street of
Verriéres, which slopes upward from the bank of the Doubs
toward the top of the hill, the odds arc a hundred to one that he
will witness the appearance of a tall man with a busy, important
air.

All hats are quickly raised at the sight of him. His hair is -
turning gray, and he is dressed in gray. He wears a number of

- decorations, he has a high forchead and an aquiline nose and, on -

5 *d!whole,hisfacedoesnotluckaoeminreguhrity;atﬁm

sight, in fact, it seems to combine the dignity of a village mayor

_ Wi that kind of attractiveness which may still be found in a

* of forty-eight or fifty. But soon the Parisian traveler is’
0 % by. a certain air of self-satisfaction and smugness
o with an impression of narrow-mindedness and lack of
Finally one feels that this man’s ability is limited to
*mmmWyM&wammmmpdywdm
ftﬁl lndtopmtponmgthepaymetnofhmowndebuaslongas
Slwh is the Mayor of Vermieres, Monsieur de Rénal. After
. crossing the street with a solemn tread, he enters the town hall

=

=" " and disappears from the traveler's sight. If the latter continues

gmﬂ a hundred yards up the street he will notice a rather

"‘e;w—--. -looking house and, through the iron bars of a gate

ioﬂnshouse hemllaecmmmcmgm Farther
of

‘ * Burgundy, which
S mmm y. to. delight the cye. This
= -mumwuwmdmﬁu—*

) which was beginning
' Hl:l;tﬂldﬂi&tlhﬂhuscbelongsto de Rénal. The
*ﬁmhisywmdfumh:wnlbleddnhhyorof
Verridres to build his fine freestone residence, whose construction
“isjust being completed. He is said to be from an old Spanish
ﬁﬂywhchsuppoudlysetﬂedmthemgmalmgbefmnm
ered by Louis XIV.

1815 he has been embarrassed by the fact that he is in
pisiness: it was in 1815 that he became Mayor of Verridres. The
~ fettining walls supporting the various parts of that magnificent

ﬁﬁmmwﬂnmtnamofmm
dn a reward of his skill in the iron buginess. o
~ Do not expect to find in France those picturésque gardens

which surround the manufacturing towns of Germany, such as
- Leipzig, Ftukﬁmnlelmbug In Franche-Comté, the more |




THE RED AND THE BLACK 5
wdhamhﬁlds,memmhemakuhhpmpenybmﬂem

stones piled on top of each other, the more he becomes entitied
to the of his neighbors, Monsieur de Rénal M
filled Is, are also admired because of the price he

paid for m.hcsmall plots of land thcy occupy. For
example, ill whose singular position on the bank of the
Dcmbssm:ckymhﬂryoumwmdv , and on which you

noticed the name ““Sorel’’ painted in gi letters on a sign
towering above the roof—six years ago it occupied the ground
on which the wall of the fourth of Monsicur de Rénal’s
gardens is now being built. 1B
spite of his pride, the mayor was fi to carry on long
iations with old Sorel, a stern, obsti ‘and he -
hadtopayhlmgoodgotdlomstomakchunnmvehusawrml E
eisewhere. As for the *‘public’’ stream which supplied power 0
the mill, Monsieur de Rénal obtained permission to have its
course diverted, thanks to his influence in Paris. Hewugrmﬁ:d . -
this favor after the elections of 182—.

He gave Sorel four acres in exchange for one. And, even
though this new locatjon, five hundred yards farther down
on the bank of the Doubs, was much more advantageous fi
his trade in fir planks, Pere¢ Sorel, as he has been
since he became rich, mamgedwsqmsmthoumd

’outofd)elmpanemmﬂ propenymadms oflul

that this - was criticized by thslwd"'-
. One Sunday, years ago, as Monsieur de Rénal
mmnnngbaokfmmchumhmhmmayorsm.beﬂw“"*
old Sorel look at him with a smile as he stood some distance
away with his three sons around him. This smile cast a painful
ﬂuhofhghlmtodnmyorsnnnd,mdawhehuw
Mhmldhavemadethemhngeonmm H
In order to win public esteem in Vemridres, it is cjsenti
while building many walls, not to adopt some plan importec
from Italy by one of those masons who,_in spring, come through ¥
the passes of the Jura range on their way to Paris. Such am
innovation would give the rash builder an undying reputation as
amnformﬂ and he would be damned forever in the eyes of

Iﬁ wbetpeoplewlmddcmnmblmuwcmm

. Tbeﬁctuthnﬂupmmlcmthem
kind of despotism; :tubaumol’ﬂnsnglywudthnmlb




6 THE RED AND THE BLACK

* have lived in the great republic known as Paris find it intolerable
" to live in small towns. The tyranny of public opinion—and what
public opinion!—is as stupid in the small townsoangccasitls
iuhllmlnd States of America.

.
e e e

.+ CHAPTER?2 ~
i A Mayor

Social importance! Is.t ing, sir? It eams the respect of
_ fools, the wonderment of cfifidren, the envy of the rich and the
o Seer dm
iy
FORTUNATELY POR Monsieur de Rénal's reputation as an adminis-
m ‘an enormous retaining wall was required for the public
which skirts the hillside a hundred fect above the
waters of the Doubs. This admirable location gives it one of the
~+ most beautiful views in France.” But, every spring, torrents of
- rainwater flowed across the promenade, washing out deep ruts in
it and making it nearly impassable. This disadvantage, which
icled everyone, placed Monsicur de Rénal under the fortunate
X ion to immortalize his administration by erecting a2 wall
m hethlghmdsevemyore - yards long. 4
The parapet of this wall—for wig onsieur de Rénal had to ~ -
* inake three trips to Paris, because thg’ Minister of the. lnm
~ declared himself a mortal enemy of the Verrigres pro
*ﬁmcs four feet above the ground. And, as though to defy ail
g , past aand present, it is now being finished off with
; pobshed stone,
cﬁnwoften thinking ofthePansballroomslhadfmakcnﬁne
night before, have 1 stood with my chest pressed against those
- huge blocks of bluish-gray stone and gazed down into the valley
" Doubs! ‘Beyond the river, on the left bank, theie are five
' '_mvnﬂ:ysaltbebonomofwhmhon:candcaiym
tle streaims emptying into the Doubs after tumbling down one
waier | after another. "
"The sun is extremely hot in these mountains; when it is
shining directly overhéad, the traveler’s reverie is sheltered by
magnificent plane trees. Their rapid growth and their be .
bluish-green are due to the rich soil which the n
@Mered 1o be put behind his enormious retaining wall: for, de-
%&w::onof&nmmﬂ he widened the prome-

—Bamave |

:
g_



