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Preface

The quality of an organization's research and development
determines whether or not it can survive in a highly competitive
society. In this, a museum is like any other organization.

The National Museum of History was founded in 1955 and
will celebrate its fifty-one anniversary this year. Thanks to the
outstanding leadership and selfless devotion of its directors, Pao
Tsun-peng,Wang Yu-ching, Ho Hao-tien, Chen Kuei-miao, Chen
Kang-shun and Huang Kuang-nan, who had encouranged all of
their colleagues to do their best as a team, the museum has
fulfilled its aims with great success. During the past fifty years,
in accordance with national policies on culture and education,
the directors and staffs have strengthened instigated international
and cultural exchanges, collected overseas Chinese treasures,
and conducted research on historical artifacts. At the same time,
they have developed the museum's role as an educational
institution. Clearly, the Nathional Museum of History has
fuifilled the expectations of society and of the Ministry of
Education, which founded the museum.

As part of the current trend toward emphasizing the diversity
of local history and artifacts, our museum is transforming itself.
We must plan ahead to meet the needs of the twenty-first
century. In our perspective, the museum should become more
modern and information-oriented, and should develop its
international and local interests. The museum will continue its
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research, conservation, exhibition, and public education.
Building on the firm foundation of its past, the museum will
encourage academic research and cultivate talented scholars. Our
staff of curators, researchers, and specialists outside the Museum
are continuously pursuing their studies and writing important
papers on their findings. Their academic papers are published in
museum publications such as The Bulletin of the National
Museum of History, The Journal of the National Museum of
History, The Artifacts and History Series, and Forum for
Historical Artifacts.

The Artifacts and History Series began in 1995 and has since
published research on history, artifacts, and works of art and
folklore. This series also includes some special studies from
outside scholars, such as this volume.

The Artifacts and History Series has carreid on the
Museum’s mission of education the public in realm of the arts. It
is my privilege to write these few words as an introduction for
the general public who, we sincerely hope, will benefit from the

Vg A B

Huang, Yung-Chuan

reading of this scholarly study.

Director
National Museum of History
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