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Silk Road

The

Surviving Treasures from the Northwest China

Preface

he famous Silk Road, starting from the capital city of Han ané Tang dynasties—Chang’an,

passing through the northwestern regions such as Gansu, Ningxia, Qinghai, Xinjiang and
Inner Mongolia, and extending further west to the remote Mediterranean areas, was the greatest
ancient trade route linking the Eurasia to the hinterland of China. This road, with various derivative
branches, has been an attraction for pursuers from home and abroad, just as a magic magnet. Since
two thousand years had passed, this road had mostly disappeared in the dust, however, the remains
and unearthe;i antiquities along the way could stir up the memories of its vicissitudes.
After decades of planning and restoration, China will apply the World Cultural Heritage for the
Silk Road under the collaboration with five Central Asian countries, aiming to resume the historical
functions fulfilled by this passage, and to recover its vitality. The relevant remains and antiquities
scattered in the northwestern regions are rare material evidences for reproducing the original trend
and it maintenance in the broad historical context. Six museums in the northwestern China, including
Shaanxi History Museum, Gansu Provincial Museum, Ningxia Autonomous Region Museum,
Guyuan Museum of Ningxia Autonomous Region, Qinghai Provincial Museum, and Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region Museum, became the active participators of a joint project of organizing a
collaborative exhibition titled as Silk Road—The Surviving Treasures of the Northwest China. The
most representative cultural relics, totaling 24 1pieces (sets), were selected, and perfectly designed
and displayed. This exhibition, the first one finished by the collective efforts of 22 museums and
institutions, is characterized of the exquisiteness, localization and uniqueness of the exhibits,
the depth of the connotation and the academic value of the exhibition, diversified presentation
conceptions and techniques, emphasizing the ideas of the Silk Road as a network and its contribution

to the world. The Silk Road belongs to the history and to the present, both China and the world.
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