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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION

Huan Tan was the famous materialistic philosopher of Han
dynasty. His main work was The New Comments, which was lost
after song and can be seen only about 30,000 characters now.
Huan Tan criticized the divination combined with mystical confu-
cianist belief and common superstitions at the time, such as pra-
ying, practise divination, offering sacrifices to gods or ancestors,
etc. . His brilliant thoughts, including “ ghostless Comments”
“negating eternal life views” and so on, have been conserved.

The author made detailed and systematic observation of Huan
Tan’s life, works, and thoughts of philosophy. [;olitics and aes-
thetics.

The author also discussed the relationship between Huan Tan
and the important materialist of Han Dynasty Wang Chong, who
was influenced by Huan Tan directly and set high value on

Huan Tan.
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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION

Wang Chong was the importani philosopher in Chinese Han
dynasty (first Century) , Wang’s works “Lun Heng” was an ency-
clopedical book. It Criticized “the theory of the induction be-
tween the God and the human” and the other Superstitions which
were popular in that time; It elaborated all kinds of Philosophical
Problems which people were interested in with the method com-
bine logic with the facts; It displayed some kind of mordern Sci-
entific spirt, so it far exceeded its times; It deeply influenced the

later generatians.
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