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The Text

With increased enrollment in higher education in China, more and more people are
pursuing master’s or doctoral degrees. However, going to graduate school is a tremen-
dous investment of time, energy and money. You should be certain that this investment
will help you achieve your future goals. If you have a strong desire for advanced studies
of a chosen subject, if you are sure about your career goals and an advanced degree is
required for entrance into your chosen field, then graduate school is the right place for
you. Graduate study can be very challenging but rewarding. This article first presents
three skills needed to be successful in graduate school, namely, skills as detective, trans-
lator and diplomat. It then discusses the challenges waiting for you in graduate school,
challenges of choosing a suitable graduate program, of studying under pressures, of bal-
ancing work, personal life and school demands. It also points out strategies for success,
such as choosing the right school, managing your time well and handling stress.

1. *versus prep. (Par. 1): as opposed to; in contrast to
e.g.  peace versus war

the pros and cons of organic versus inorganic produce

2. computer / library access (Par. 1): the opportunity to use the computer / library
*access 7. : the right or opportunity to use something
e.g. have broadband / wireless access to the internet

3. ...lists these 3 skills as detective (data collection, analysis, and interpretation),
translator (reframing given ideas for diverse groups), and diplomat (negotia-
tion, conflict mediation, and deal making) (Par 2): ... the three skills (that gradu-
ate programs should help the students acquire) are listed as follows: 1) the skill as a

Reading, Writing and Translation



detective in collecting, analyzing and interpreting data; 2) the skill as a translator in
explaining the same ideas to different groups; 3) the skill as a diplomat in negotiat-
ing, mediating conflicts and making deals

detective n.: a person, especially a police officer, whose occupation is to investigate
and solve crimes

*diplomat n.: an official representing a country abroad

e.g. a Western/ German / retired / senior diplomat

. Benefits of a master’s degree include intellectual improvement, personal devel-
opment, acquisition of enhanced verbal / writing skills, advancement in career
positions, and networking with peers and colleagues. (Par 2): A master’s degree
may bring you a lot of benefits. It may help you improve your intellect and develop
as a person; it may help you acquire the improved skills in speaking and writing; it
may bring you chances of career promotion as well as a growing social network of
peers and colleagues.
*intellectual a.: of or relating to the intellect
e.g. intellectual stimulation / disability
*acquisition ».: the learning or developing of a skill, habit, or quality
e.¢g.  the acquisition of a foreign language
knowledge acquisition
*enhance v.: to intensify, increase, or further improve the quality, value, or extent of
something
e.g. enhance the competitiveness / employability of students
enhance learning opportunities
*peer n.: a person of the same age, status, or ability as another specified person
e.g.  peer reviewers
His paper was criticized by his academic peers.

. *originality n. (Par. 2): the ability to think independently and creatively
e.¢.  apoet of genuine originality

originality of thought / ideas / design / project

. Online degree acquisition boasts of schedule flexibility, students setting their
own pace, no travel time, and 24 / 7 Web interaction. (Par. 3): Pursuing an online
degree has more flexible schedules; students enjoy more freedom in setting their
own study pace; they don’t need to spend time traveling to the classroom; they have
the convenience of Internet interaction with their teachers and classmates for 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.

*flexibility ».: capability to adapt to new circumstances or requirements

Unit 1 Graduate Education
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e.g. flexibility of administration
These dyslexic children need the flexibility and diversity of the teaching

methods.

7. *assess v. (Par. 3): to determine; to measure; to evaluate
e.¢g.  assess the impact / effectiveness / risks / suitability
The Group Project will be assessed on the basis of a presentation with

strict time limit.

8. *potential a. (Par 3): existing in possibility
e.g.  potential students / customers / market / threat / impact / benefits / hazards

9. *reliance n. (Par. 4): act of relying; dependence
e. q. heavy / excessive / continued / increased reliance on...

It’s time to reduce reliance on private cars.

10. *realistic a. (Par 4): aware of things as they really are
e.g. be/remain/seem / appear / look / become realistic
The school and parents soon learned to develop more realistic expecta-

tions.

11. adaptive a. (Par 4): able to adjust
*adapt v. : to make fit; to adjust; to make suitable to
e.g. adapt the curriculum
The movie is adapted from the best-selling autobiographical novel by Es-
ther Freud.

12. *outlet n. (Par. 4): means of release
e. g.  an outlet for the emotions

The newspaper is a democratic media outlet for accurate and passionate

telling of truth.
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Bk, FL. 5. T, IRFUSRESHRTRENHEFEE,
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Pre-reading Activities

I. Topic Preview

Answers will vary.

I1. Vocabulary Preview

A, 1.b,¢,a 2.¢c,a,b 3.b,a,c 4.b,c,a
B. 1. reliance 2. realistic 3. flexibility 4. adapt
5. enhance 6. acquisition 7. originality 8. access
9. potential 10. outlet - 11. assessed 12. intellectual

Post-reading Activities

I. Discussion

1. Because decisions should be made after serious considerations of personal and profes-
sional goals. Answers may vary.

2. The three competencies are listed as detective (data collection, analysis, and interpreta-
tion), translator (reframing given ideas for diverse groups), and diplomat (negotiation,
conflict mediation, and deal making). Answers may vary.

3. Benefits of a master’s degree include intellectual improvement, personal development,
acquisition of enhanced verbal / writing skills, advancement in career positions, and net-
working with peers and colleagues.

The challenges include: understanding which kind of graduate study will prepare and meet
basic individual needs; time constraints; balance of work, family and school demands.

4. Online degree acquisition boasts of schedule flexibility, students setting their own pace, no
travel time, and 24 / 7 Web interaction. Answers may vary.

5. According to the author, failure to complete a course or degree is usually caused by social
or family reasons rather than academic reasons. Because students must balance work,
family, and school demands where feelings of being rushed and fatigued are common and
also, everything else in a student’s life takes precedence over school.

6. Three. The strategies include: choosing the right school; time management; stress manage-
ment. Answers may vary. '

Unit 1 Graduate Education
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. Answers may vary.
. The author’s “ABC mnemonic” can be interpreted as the following. A is Assess your per-

sonal and professional goals; B is Buy into your decision after weighing all the pros and

cons; C is Charge ahead with the goal in sight. Answers may vary.

I1. Vocabulary Review and Expansion

A.1.D
B.

2. ¢ 3.B 4.C =

C 6.B 7.A 8.B

Words using the three affixes in the text:

Words beginning with re-| Words ending with -ment | Words ending with -ion
reframe allotment education, collection,
restart development negotiation, mediation

assignment

application, interaction,

meditation, occupation,

accomplishment o
organization
More words ending with the following suffixes:
-ation, -tion, -ion -ate -al

facilitate
negotiation

isolate

selection

congratulate

b

chemical

financial

geographical

normal

professional

Reading, Writing and Translation



III. Cloze

A. (1) the pros and cons (2) acquire (3) diplomat (4) pursuing
(5) challenge (6) constraints (7) precedence (8) strategies
(9) prioritize (10) self-reliant (11) outlets (12) assess

B. (1) impact (2) making (3) entering (4) in
(5) seriously (6) self-reliance (7) need (8) research
(9) another (10) important (11) graduate (12) with
(13) your (14) on (15) for

Sxercises

A.

te the relevant information to ju
10t very long, so keep the information to t
al manner rather than expanding too mucl

n you expect of the recipient. You
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