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T E ik Project Description

i % mlEGaERIHA Category: Commercial Complex
SHEmmiR: 191 000m Gross Floor Area: 191 000 m?
# % it: Aedas Architectural Design: Aedas
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The whole development is limited to two materials: aluminium and glass
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The sloping edge profile creates
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The R&F City is one of the largest and most successful
residential developments in Beijing, so it is only fitting
that the final touch should be the signature of the
development.

The client brief for the commercial complex, as part of the
R&F City, was based on three sets of design elements:
a retail mall of 81300 m? a 50 600 m? grade A office with
the top five floors as R&F’s corporate headquarters in
Beijing; and a 5-star hotel of 58 900 m? with 539 keys to
be operated by the Marriott Group under the Renaissance
brand. These three elements made up a grand total of
190800 m? of mixed-use development along a street
frontage of more than 650 metres in length.

All these elements, including run-infout, drop-offs/pick-
ups, had to be incorporated within a very narrow strip
of land approximately 40 metres deep, making this
project extremely challenging. In terms of design, the
development should become the gateway of R&F City
and an immediately recognizable image in Beijing.

We saw an opportunity in the sheer length of the site -
650 metres—to design an iconic statement. The design
pallet was restricted to just two materials and colours—
bright silver coherent metal panels and glass. The
buildings use clean, engaging geometric forms and lines.

With controlled forms and a consistency of materials,
the whole development took on the stature of a “mega
groundscape”. The gateway idea is subtly defined by
the office and hotel towers, each with diagonal lines
that resemble a pair of open doors to the rest of the
development.

Made to appear as a unified pair, the office and hotel
buildings are separated by roads to allow for traffic in
and out of the development. The buildings have bevelled
edges that mirror each other in form, a diagonal seam
that runs the height of the buildings creates the illusion of
two leaning towers. The top four floors of the office block
are reserved for the owners as their headquarters. Glazed
curtain walls are inserted in front of the atrium to serve as
a giant skylight that links all four levels.

The fagade is a unitized curtain wall with double-glazed
insulated glass units (IGU), which are LOW-E coated.
Automatic, internal, perforated venetian blinds enhance
energy efficiency and thermal comfort.

The retail mall is on a long, thin and narrow site. This
meant that the tenant mix had to be carefully planned, as
well as both vertical and horizontal circulation strategies
to ensure shoppers could move freely between the six
floors. Organized through a series of large atrium spaces
and small intimate voids — it was important to ensure
good visibility, so that shoppers could easily find their way
around, and that there was an abundance of natural light
— all factors that made this mall a success.

On top of the retail mall is a special block that houses the
restaurants and bars. The entire structure is enclosed by
horizontal glass fins, and is the crowning feature to the
retail mall. With LED lighting it adds an extra dimension to
the whole architectural design, especially at night.







As part of a mixed-use project for R&F's flagship
development “R&F City” in Beijing, the Renaissance
Beijing Capital Hotel was designed to fit the architecture
of the rest of the development. Conceived as a 5-Star
contemporary business hotel, it has 539 rooms and is
boldly clad in a unitized curtain wall system in aluminium
and glass. With floor to ceiling glazing, all hotel rooms
benefit from an abundance of natural light and a clear
view of Beijing's urban environment. The fagade followed
the architectural discipline of the whole development,
where different functions are expressed on the outside
with variations on cladding modules and proportion.

The geometric building form echoed the rest of the
development, which also included offices and a retail mall.
The hotel lobby was deliberately located on the third floor
leaving premium space for shops on the ground level. All-
day dining facilities are located at the apex of the podium
with a double-height mezzanine floor flooded by natural
light under a large skylight. On the top floor are the gym
and a leisure pool with spectacular views of Beijing.




