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2 : CAMPUS ENGLISH

A Red, Red Rose

Robert Burns

O my Luve’s like a red, red rose
That’s newly sprung in June;
O my Luve’s like the melodie

That’s sweetly play’d in tune.

As fair art thou, my bonnie lass,
So deep in luve am I;
And | will luve thee still, my dear,

Till a’ the seas gang dry;

Till a’ the seas gang dry, my dear,

And the rocks melt wi’ the sun;
1 will luve thee still, my dear,

While the sands o’ life shall run.

And fare thee weel, my only Luve!
And fare thee weel a while!
And | will come again, my Luve,

Tho’ it were ten thousand mile.
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The Differences of Multiform
Culture —American Customs

Nearly 250 million people now call
America “home”, but most of them can
trace their families back to other parts of the
world. If you look at the names on shop
windows, you will see that Americans
come from many different lands. The idea
that these people, who once were strangers
to the United States, have lost the customs
and cultures of their original countries and
have become “ American” is really not
true. In fact, what exists in America is more
often a kind of “ side-by-side” living in
which groups of people from other countries
often have kept many of their own customs
and habits. They join the general American
society only in certain areas of their lives—
such as in schools, businesses, and
sports—but they keep many of their own
native customs and manners socially and at
home. This living “side-by-side” has both
advantages and disadvantages. Sometimes
it may cause disagreements to develop
between groups whose ways of life are very

different from one another. However, there
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are also great advantages that come from
the variety of cultures brought by settlers
from other lands. There is great freedom of
food,

Everyone can

choice among ideas, dress, and
social customs in America.
find some part of his own familiar world in
the United States, in churches, music,
food, national groups, or newspapers.
American informality "is well-known.
Many new visitors think that it indicates a
“lack of respect”. This is especially true in
the business world. Americans often use
first names upon meeting a stranger and do
not always shake hands. They often just
smile and say “Hi” or “Hello”, rather than
using a more formal handshake. It is good
to remember that to an American such an
informal greeting really means the same
thing as a more formal handshake at
someplace else. Similarly, Americans do
not usually give a special " farewell” or
handshake to each person when they leave

a party or business meeting. They will often

just wave good-bye to the whole group or

perhaps say, “Well, so long everybody,

I'll see you tomorrow.” They then will
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leave. No handshakes.

Americans seem either totally hurried
and hard-working or totally informal and at
ease. Often you will see men working at
office desks without their suit coats and ties.
They may lean far back in their chairs and
even put their feet up on the desk while
they talk on the telephone. This does not
Once Americans leave

mean to be rude.

the busy streets, they are easy and
informal.

Visitors’ first impression is likely to be
that Americans are in a rush. City people
always appear to be hurrying to get where
they are going and are very impatient if they
delayed even for a brief moment. Visitors to
the  United should

understand that being in a great hurry does

States therefore

not indicate unfriendliness and being
informal and at ease does not show a lack
of respect. Americans have a great range of
customs and habits that at first may seem
puzzling to a visitor. In time you will learn
these new ways. People living in different
cultures do many daily things differently
from one another. Some differences are
small, and one soon becomes accustomed
to them. For example, many people find it
strange that Americans move from place to
place so often. Born in one city, they may
attend school in a second, enter business in

a third, and perhaps move several more
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times during their lives. Today, most
Americans fully expect and accept the fact
they will move frequently.

Nevertheless, houses are of great
interest to Americans. They spend much
time thinking, reading, and talking about
their homes and how to improve them.
They also enjoy looking at other people’s
houses. Since they would enjoy visiting and
examining a house in another country, they
may assume that you will probably have the
same desire when you visit the United
States. Do not be surprised, therefore,
when you visit an American family and are
shown every room in the house, including
the bathroom and kitchen.

You rnay notice that Americans are in
in the flat®
central part of the United States, the Middle

West,

constant motion. People

may choose to drive their
automobiles 120 to 160 kilometers just to
have dinner with a friend in a neighboring
city. They may go to another town for an
evening theatre or music. Many young

people attend universities that are located at
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