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The Invisible Man

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

B orn on September 21st, 1866 at Bromley, Kent, Herbert
George Wells was destined for the profession of a draper,
but he became one of the brightest men of his age. His father,
John Wells, a small hardware merchant, was an enthusiastic,
professional cricketer. The family’s income was barely
enough to keep them above the poverty line.

For a brief spell, Herbert George was apprenticed to a firm
of drapers and later to a pharmacist. After two years he found
the jobs unbearable and ran away.

From his father he had inherited a taste for reading and
had attended some cottage school. He was able to get an
assistant master’s post in a Grammar School in London. He
studied physics, chemistry, geology, astronomy and biol-
ogy — the last under professor Thomas H. Huxley. In 1888,
he took his B.Sc. degree with first class from the Univer-
sity of London.

In the summer of 1893, Wells suffered a serious
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The Invisible Man

haemorrage of the lungs and had to take a long rest. During
this period of recuperation, he wrote short stories and reviews
for periodicals and magazines. In 1895 The Stolen Bacilus, a
collection of short stories was published, and two novels came
forth — The Time Machine and The Wonderful Visit. The next
few years brought a series of great scientific romances —
The Island of Dr. Moreau (1896), The Invisible Man (1897),
The War of the Worlds (1898), The First Men in the Moon
(1901), as well as many short stories and novels.

He married Miss Amy Catherine Robbins in 1895; this
was his second marriage. In 1900, he built himself a house at
Sandgate, near Folkestone, and lived here for nearly ten years
when he was rising to a worldwide fame as a master of sci-
ence fiction. Here he also wrote on sociological problems —
The Sea Lady (1902), The Food of the Gods (1904), Kipps
and A Modern Utopia (both in 1905), In the days of the Comet
(1906), War in the Air (1908), Tono Bungay and Anne
Veronica (both in 1909), and The History of Mr. Polly (1910).

In 1906, he visited The United States and travelled widely
in Europe and Soviet Russia. After a prolonged ailment he
died in his London home on August 13th, 1946. He has be-
come immortal for his imaginative belief of Time as the
Fourth Dimension and the description of atom bombs, be-
fore they were actually used.
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