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Also secure, by 1689, was the principle of representative
government, as tested against the two criteria for valid
constitutions proposed in the previous chapter. As to the first
criterion, there was a genuine balance of power in English
society, expressing itself in the Whig and Tory parties. As
narrowly confined to the privileged classes as these were,
they nonetheless represented different factions and tendencies.
Elections meant real choice among separate, contending parties
and personalities.
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