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Abstract

The year 2011 is the beginning year of the “Twelfth Five-Year Plan” in China.
Focused on the theme of livelihood issues, closely following with the objective
requirement of urbanization healthy development at the present stage and the guiding
ideology of more emphasizing to ensure and improve people’s livelihood in the “Twelfth
Five-Year Plan” , Annual Report on Urban Development of China No. 4 reviews the main
achievements on urban people’s livelihood improvement during the urbanization process,
and comprehensively analyzes the various livelihood issues from China’s urban
development in new era. Based on this, the idea of giving priority to people’s livelihood
in the urban development, as well as the countermeasures on how to ensure and improve
the urban people’s livelihood have been put forward. And, for the better combination of
macro and micro analysis, several representative cities that have explored and practiced in
ensuring and improving urban people’s livelihood are also chosen as cases in order to share
their experience and understanding of promoting the urban scientific development.

This report demonstrates that, with the rapid advance of urbanization, the
livelihood issues are becoming increasingly prominent, such as slow progress of migrant
workers becoming citizens, too fast rise of housing price, traffic jams in large cities,
inadequate preparation for social pension, urban poverty, excessive disparity in
compulsory education development, lag development in community health service,
urgent need to improve the living environment and so on. In the new era, more
attention should be paid to ensuring and improving the people’s livelihood during the
urbanization process to promote the urbanization healthy development, adhering to a
livelihood-orientated urbanization road. Therefore, the livelihood-oriented administrative
management system and helpful public finance system for improving people’s livelihood
should be established, to strive for solving the key problems of the urban people’s
livelihood and effectively implement the specific measures to ensure and improve
people’s livelihood in the cities. It should take a series of measures, such as promoting
the urban employment, raising the residents income, reducing urban poverty,
improving the social security and assistance systems of education, health care, pension
and housing, improving the urban ecology environmental quality, safeguarding the
legitimate rights and interests of migrant workers, enhancing the urban governance level
and so on, to facilitate to realize the aim of building livelihood happiness city with the

increasing rising urban residents’ happiness index.
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