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A Monograph Commemorating the Retirement of

Prof. George Chih-ch’ao Chao from The University of Chicago

[t was my honor to announce a new award in the Department of East Asian
Languages and Civilizations that recognizes Professor Chao’s legacy as a

great teacher and a humane man.
— Donald Harper, Professor and Chairman,
the Department of East Asian Languages and
Civilizations, The University of Chicago

Only about once in a generation does the Western world receive a genius in
the teaching of Mandarin Chinese, and we are here this weekend to celebrate
the incumbent genius, Professor George Chih-ch’ao Chao.

—Perry Link, Professor, Princeton University
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Professor George Chih-ch’ao Chao’s Speech

At the Conference Reception

My dear friends and colleagues,

[ am a man of few words, so let me simply say, “Thank you all from the
bottom of my heart.” I am humbled and honored to see so many of you
graciously gathering here for my pending retirement. For this weekend’s
International Conference, a conference that many of you have worked very
hard for nearly a year, I’'m deeply touched by your efforts. I am also indebted
to all of those who traveled from near and far, especially those who crossed
the oceans to join us here at the University of Chicago. It was my privilege to
partner with you for the past 30 plus years. The friendship we shared and the
kindness you demonstrated will be remembered for the rest of my life. Again,

[ say, “Thank you very much for the bottom of my heart.”

(October 11,2002, University of Chicago)
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Preface

Chen-ching Li, Ph.D.
Dean, the College of Humanities and Social Sciences
Shih Hsin University

In December 2002, the University of Chicago organized a symposium to
commemorate the retirement of Professor George Chih-ch’ao Chao, whose
distinguished academic career and contributions in the area of teaching
Chinese as a foreign/second language spans over forty years. Working on
behalf of the Ministry of Education of the Republic of China on Taiwan, I
found it appropriate to have the papers published so as to make available to
the general public these state-of-the-art treatises on Chinese language
teaching and pedagogy research in Europe and the Americas.

I have always had great admiration for Professor Chao, who in my mind
is a role model for all teachers of Chinese language and culture. Back in the
1980s, when [ was director of the Mandarin Training Center at National
Taiwan Normal University, 1 invited him to Taipei to deliver a series of
lectures to our teachers and international students. The feedback was
overwhelmingly inspiring and positive. My subsequent contacts with him at
CLTA and ACTFL conferences and other academic meetings have confirmed
my initial impression that Professor Chao is a true role model that the
University of Chicago should rightly be proud of. My view was shared by the

many participants at the 2002 Chicago commemorative symposium. In the

(xv)
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words of Professor James Ketelaar, “Testimonials throughout the conference
from seasoned Sinologists and beginning students alike were delivered with
grateful hearts.”

Looking back at the professional career of Professor Chao, one sees an
accomplished educator who is remembered fondly by language teachers from
diverse backgrounds. Wherever I travel, from Washington, D.C. to California,
from Taipei to Beijing, I come across former students of Professor Chao who
are active in diverse sectors internationally. Professor Brantley Womack of
University of Virginia, U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Kyrgyzstan
Stephen M. Young, and U.S. APEC delegation assistant Allison Miller have
all spoken in glowing terms of their demanding and respectable “laoshi”
(teacher) at the University of Chicago. It was through Professor Chao that
these students have come to acquire near-native proficiency in Mandarin
Chinese. As Chinese is fast becoming the world’s most widely spoken
language, [ am glad to help in the publication of this book, which is intended
to honor Professor Chao for his contributions to research in the teaching and
learning of Chinese as a foreign language nowadays.

The Chinese language has changed rapidly and drastically over the last
century, gradually evolving into the modern standard language, spoken by
over a billion native speakers. At the 1981 “Conference on Linguistic
Standardization of the Chinese Speaking Community” at the University of
Hawaii’s East-West Center, linguists from different parts of the world
discussed the modernization of the Chinese language and the vital role it
would play in the 21 century. Today, Chinese is an international language
next in importance only to English and Spanish. British Open University’s
David Graddol (CNN interview, February 26, 2004) predicts that by 2050

Chinese will overtake English and Spanish on the international stage.
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Evidence for this claim can be found in the growing membership of the
Chinese Language Teachers Association (CLTA), which promotes the Chinese
language globally and works to advance research in Chinese language teacher
training, materials development, and testing and assessment. In all of these
areas of Chinese language teaching and learning, Professor George
Chih-ch’ao Chao is a true inspiration and guru, a “genius in the teaching of
Mandarin Chinese” - in the words of Professor Perry Link of Princeton
University. It is thus proper that a book be compiled and published in honor
of his retirement.

In consultation with Professor Yea-fen Chen of University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Professor Hsin-hsin Liang of University of Virginia,
and Mr. Shane Wu, Director of the Cultural Division of the Taipei Economic
and Cultural Office in Chicago, | have taken the initiative of having
Reflecting on the Future of Chinese Language Pedagogy, published through
a grant from the Ministry of Education of the Republic of China, Taiwan.
Professors Chen and Liang have contributed much to the publication of the
volume, calling for papers and double-checking to make sure they are
appropriate in content and format.

The collection opens with Professor George Chih-Ch’ao Chao’s
“Observations of and Reflections Upon Chinese Language Teaching?,
followed by Professor Chih-p’ing Chou’s “Fluency & Accuracy”, Professor
Perry Link’s “On the Relations of Genetics, Marriage, and Oral Ability in
Mandarin” and Professor Jianming Lu’s “Teaching Chinese as a Second
Language in the 21st Century.”

The remainder of the volume is divided into six sections devoted
respectively to Pedagogical Issues, Literacy Development, Grammar

Instruction, Second Language Acquisition, Teaching and Learning Aural/
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Oral Skills, Multimedia and Language Instruction, and Issues Beyond the
Basics.

It is hoped that Reflecting on the Future of Chinese Language Pedagogy
will be of great pedagogical importance and practical use to those teaching
and learning the Chinese as a second language the world over. In this manner,
the contributions of Professor George Chih-ch’ao Chao to his field will be

remembered forever.

Chen-ching Li
Taipei, Taiwan 2004



