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1. SPACE SHUTTLE COLUMBIA MADE
PERFECT LANDING

Jubilant over the space shuttle Columbia’s neat-
perfect performance on its maiden shakedown cruise,
~ project officials quickly picked a two-man crew to fly
its next mission, possibly in September.

Just hours after John W. Young and Robert L.
Crippen glided the new breed of spaceship to the softest
of landings on the California desert Tuesday, it was an-
nounced astronauts Joe H. Engle, 48 and Richard H.
Truly, 43, will be next to take the world’s first reusable
spaceship up.

Wednesday, Young and. Crippen start filling in
shuttle managers on what they learned during their 54%-
hour, 36-orbit mission- an exhaustive process that will
take eight to nine days.

That information, along with an inch-by-inch
inspection of the spcecraft, will determine how quickly
Columbia can be “turned around” for another test flight
aimed at putting the shuttle into operation as “the space
workhorse of the future” as test chief Donald K.
Slayton puts it.

Crippen, arriving with Young to a rousing welcome
in Houston Tuesday evening, summed up how everyone
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connected with the program now feels about the shut-
tle’s future: “We are really in the space business to
stay.”

Astronauts John Young, left, and Bob Crippen
smile after their return to earth Tuesday in space
shuttie Columbia. (AP)
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Space Shuttle Columbia, accompanied by a
chase plane, makes its landing approach at Ed-
wards AFB in California Tuesday following its
successful mission. . (AP)

o

The Sp Shuttle Columbia lands safely at
Edwards Air Force Base in California Tuesday.
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2. WEST GERMAN TERRORISTS
HIJACKED LUFTHANSA JETLINER

1. Hijacked plane landed in Somalia

Airline officials in West Germany say a Luf-
thansa jet with eighty-seven hostages aboard has
landed in the African nation of Somalia. The plane
had taken off from an airport in Scuth Yemen. A
Lufthansa spokesman says word of the arrival came
from diplomatic sources.

2. West German Commandos freed hostages

Eighty-six' persons who left Majorca on a flight
for Frankfurt, West Germany, last Friday will finally
arrive there tonight after a 7,000-mile trip under
the constant threat of death. Their hijack nightmare
ended today at the Mogadishu airport. Their freedom
came when crack West German Commandos in a
swift and precise raid blasted their way into the
Lufthansa jetliner and killed at least three of the four
hijackers. Somalia claims the fourth was wounded
and is in custody. One commando was wounded and
the terrorists had killed the piane’s pilot earlier. It
took the commandos two minutes to get into the
Boeing 737 and wip out the hijack gang, and within
seven minutes all the hostages were out. The raid
came ninety minutes prior to the hijackers’ latest
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deadline to blow up the plane unless their demands
for money and freedom for thirteen jailed terrorists
were met.

A huge and emotional reception is expected-in
Frankfurt for the hostages, thirty-one women, seven
children and forty-four men plus the four remaining
crew members. :

The specially trained West German Commandos
of the Federal Frontier Guards are to fly back to
their base near the Bonn-Cologne Airport.

3. World wide lesson

West German Commando troops are returning
home from East Africa after ending the hijacking
and rescuing eighty-six hostages in Mogadishu,
Somalia. Three of the hijackers were killed, a fourth
is in a Somalsan hospital. A West German govern-
ment spokesman says the raid on the commandeered
jet provided a worldwide lesson on how to deal with
terrorists.

4. Hostages return to Frankfurt

The rescued and rescuers returned home today
to tell the story of the hijacked Lufthansa jetliner:
and the raid by Unit 9; Unit 9 is the special section
of the West German Border Police put together after
the Arab terrorists massacre of Israeli athletes at the
Munich Olympics in 1972. The shock-troops went
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into action for the first time early today to save
eight-six hostages held aboard a Lufthansa 737 by
four terrorists who are out toforce release of thirteen
terrorists held in the West German and Turkish jails.
They also hoped to collect fifteen and one half
million dollars for the ransom for their hostages.
Three of the hijackers were killed and the fourth
wounded as the West German raiders stormed into
the plane at Mogadishu, the capital of Somalia in
East Africa. The hijackers seized the plane last Thurs-
day as it flew over southern France heading to West
Germany from the resort island of the Palma de
Majorca. They made stops at Rome and on the island
of Cyprus and then onto the Persian Gulf. The
terrorist leader Mahoud shot and killed the captain
Juergen Schumann when he refused to obey any
more orders. That happened in South Yemen on
Sunday. Then the plane flew to Mogadishu the
raiding party flew on to Somalia and in the middle
of the night they made their move. The assault force
blew the doors off the jetliner and swarmed aboard
shouting to the passengers to lie down. Seven
minutes later the hostages left the plane. Twelve
hours later the rescued hostages arrived in Frankfurt,

‘West Germany emotionally and physically drained.

Many were sobbing as they left the jet that carried
them home, a few waved feebly at the huge crowd
that gathered to welcome them back from the edge
of death.




