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Abstract

This book aims at both inheritance and innovation. On the
basis of present studies the book tries to grasp the outline of He
Qi and Hu Liyuan’s thought accurately, and present their rich life
and inner world to the maximum extent.

The book is made up of four parts. The first part makes a
systematic and overall review of the studies on He and Hu at home
and abroad in the last fifty years or so, which shows that studies
on them are still very weak. The second and third parts give a de-
scription of their life respectively, and analyse how He and Hu,
as people on the cultural edge, select their mental state when so-
ciety is undergoing a whole transformation. The fourth part analy-
ses their ideology, especially their thought of Da Tong, civil
rights, religion and philosophy.

He and Hu are the most representative enlightenment think-
ers in modern China. They propose a scheme of social reform, in
which society is considered as an organic whole. In this respect
few people can match with them at that time. Their thought is the
combination of the East and the West, the distillate of common
customs and religion, the composition of reality and fancy. But
their thought is so multiple and jumbled that they couldn’t be ac-
cepted by the real world. After the old world is run over by the
wheel of history, their thought can only become a symbol on the

historical coordinate.
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