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Preface

He Jiasheng

Yunnan, rich soil of poetry , sea of arts, is a piece of
land full of intelligence. It is a beautiful place with en-
chanting scenery, simple and colourful folk customs , and
pleasant weather, where man and nature live in harmony.
When staying in it, one will be moved to tears., Therefore
Yunnan always remains a tempting place to travelers de-
spite the long and weary journey. Living on the Red Land
— Yunnan , with the colorful clouds above, people in
Yunnan are envied by the outsiders to be so lucky and
happy. With poems, dances and songs, their life is bless-
ed with peace, quietness, joy, passion, gratitude and i-
magination with a quality suggestive of poetry and paint-
ing. It is not exaggerated to say that everyone here is a
poet, a dancer, and a singer.

Inspired by the prosperous land, 1 am captured by
poetry and become crazy about it. I was so passionate in
poetry that I created a large number of poems when 1 was

young and my graduation dissertation was just a study on
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the obscure poetry.

As my poetry is, so am I. 1 am always vigorous,
positive and optimistic about life and honest and kind to
all the people around me. Basketball has always been my
ardently love. 1 have been so keen on it that I can demon-
strate some exceedingly demanding maneuver of NBA. 1
have been pursuing all my life an imaginative realm that
belongs to both poetry and basketball.

I boast that I am a poet, a crazy and active poet who
cherishes deep love for the Red Land that has raised me.
It is poetry that enriches my life and fills it with joy. As a
matter of fact, poetry has been influencing me all my life.
Not only does writing poetry endow me with happiness
and passion but it also teaches me the spirit of adventure
and hard work. 1 feel grateful to poetry to which I'm de-
voted, for it's poetry that has vested me with a full youth.

Here are the comments made on my poetry:“ pure ,
natural, plain, figurative, colorful, emotional, full of i-
magination but rich in life philosophy. The short lyrics
best express the author's deep and sincere love for life, for
the beautiful rivers and mountains of Yunnan and for the
elders and brethren around. ” 1 do appreciate and treasure
these comments.

The beauty of poetry lies in the fact that it sparks the
natural innocence of one’s inner heart. So by putting these

poems together and getting them published, 1 mean to
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memorize my youth.

I

I’m a native of Baisha village, Yulong County, Li-
jiang Province, and a member of the Naxi nationality. My
formal name is He Jiasheng, and pet name is Yongsheng,
named after my birthplace.

Though I am a pure Naxi man, I'm also a typical
Yongsheng man, who was brought up in Yongsheng and
was nourished by water and food there: Ganzi water,
Guanyingqing water, Chenghai fish, Sanchuan ham ,
Dachang mushroom, Liude pear, Qina sugarcane, red
rice and potatoes of Potato Ground. They have brought
me my life.

Thirty years have passed since I left Yongsheng for
Kunming to pursue my studies. But I still speak a typical
dialect of Yongsheng when chatting with my brother liv-
ing in the same city.

Yongsheng is a place full of intelligent beings. It is
the ancestral home of the Chinese great leader Mao Ze-
dong,and also a major cultural city and a town of ceremo-
nies which is of perfect combination of Zhongyuan and lo-
cal cultures.

Besides, Yongsheng is rich in products, with a kind
of green plants — natural spirulina health products and
typical pickled meat— Sanchuan ham produced there.

I lived in Yongsheng to which I habour deep and pro-
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About the Translator

Mrs He Qinghua , an associate professor of College
English Teaching Department of Yunnan University,
graduated from the School of Foreign Language and Liter-
ature of Yunnan University. Engaged in college English
teaching and research, she has published quite a few the-
ses and translated texts, among which the English version
“The Gul f States in the Eighties” has been reprinted by
“The Duplicate Reference Materials of Renmin Univer-
sity of China”. And she has once been a member of the
research project“The Network Examination Question Da-
tabank of College English Band 1—8”, sponsored by the
Ministry of Education of China.
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About the Author

Mr He Jiasheng, a member of the Naxi nationality,
was born in Lijiang, Yunnan Province on October 26th,
1957. Being a graduate from School of Chinese Language
and Literature of Yunnan University, he was once ap-
pointed the chief editor of “ Yunnan University College
Journal”, vice minister of Publicity Department of Yun-
nan University, president of School of International Mod-
ern Design and Art of Yunnan University, now the CPC
secretary of School of Art and Design of Yunnan Univer-
sity. He has published newsletters, theses and literary
works, which number more than one thousand pieces,
and received several academic awards. Mr He has given
such courses as “College Chinese” , “Course of News-
paper Editing” , “News Interview and Writing” , “Art
Designing Text and Writing”, “Moral Training and Gen-
eral Knowledge on Law” and “Situation and Policy”, etc,
which are widely popular with students. In October 2004,
his research project “A Study of the Creative Mechanism
and the Training of the Art and Design Talent of Yunnan
University” won the second prize of the National Teach-
ing Research awarded by the Ministry of Education of
China,
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