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MODERN CHINESE-Beginner’s
Course has been designed as a course
in elementary Modern Standard
Chinese (putonghua) for the use of
foreign learners. The Course consists
of a general course hook (3 volumes).
Chinese Character Workbook (2 vol-
umes), Reading Comprehension and
Listening (3 volumes). There isalso
an accompanying set of cassette
recordings.

The course is fashioned in a
clear, concise and practical way so
as to maintain the learner’s interest,
systematically introducing the learn-
er to everyday, practical Chinese.
It may be employed either for
classroom use or as a self-teaching
manual for private study.

This course has been compiled
by the Beijing Languages Institute,
and is jointly published by the BLI
Press and Sinolingua.
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INTRODUCTION TO VOLUMES I AND II

MODERN CHINESE—Beginner’s Course is composed
of a coursebook in three volumes and three companion
books, namely, Chinese Charaters Workbook (2 volumes),
Reading Comprehensions and Listening (3 volumes). The
course is intended for beginners learning Chinese as a foreign
language. The compilers’ aim has been to make the course
practical, prccise and interesting. As it is for beginners;,
the coursebook contains the material which is most neces-
sary and which students immediately can use in daily life.
The language points are arranged so that easy ones come
before difficult ones and simple forms come before com-
plcated forms. Explanations present material in a way
which meets the needs of students and is easy to learn.
We believe that textbook compilers should never at-
tempt to present all material at once and that strict
distinctions should be made between a language (extbook
and a grammar book. [t is important to make textbooks
interesting. In these respects. we have attempted to conmpile
a textbook which will encourage. not frustrate, students.

The following is a briei description of each section of
the lessons in the first two volumes of the coursebook.

1, New Words: The whole book presents approximately
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1,200 words, an average of 15 each lesson. A vocabulary
index including all new words is attached to the end of
Volume || as an appendix. All words are given in charac
ters and phonetic transcriptions in the pinyin system with
their parts of speech and English equivalents provided. In
order to provide students with a more exact understanding
of the meanings and the usages of the words, some words
are given with explanations rather than just English
equivalents. Nevertheless, students should not expect to learn
the meaning and usage of a word by depending only on the
English ranslation which often holds true only for a
particular context.

2, Texts: The texts cover a wide range of typical
situations in students’ social life and campus life. The
language used is natural, standard and vivid. Special atten-
tion has been given to introducing aspects of Chinese cul-
tures, while maintaining a level suitable for beginners. In
these ways. the basic material is covered thoroughly and. at
the same time, students remain interested.

Each text is followed by notes which contain explana-
tions of: 1) expressions and idioms related to Chinese
culture; 2) difficult grammatical points which occur in the
text but have not yet been covered and 3) colloquial expres—
sions.

3, Phonetics: Students using this textbook will get
thorough training in phonetics. We have introduced. ex-
plained, and emphasized points that are typical of Chinese

phonetics and particularly difficult for beginners to grasp,
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in adition to using the Scheme for Romanization of Wirt-
ing System of Chinese Language usually found in other
Chinese textbooks.

A, Initials and finals: The characteristics in producing
Chinese compound finals are emphasized in this textbook.

B, Tones: The four tones constitute a special obstacle
for beginning students of Chinese. To overcome this obstacle,
we have designed more <xercises on tones. In practicing
successive syllables; we have avoided the usual practice of
giving only polysyllables by alsoc including word groups:
phrases. and even simple sentences. This aids students in
learning the changes of the third tones that is, of successive
third tone and half-third tone syllables, In addition, the
tigures used in this textbook are more illustrative than the
traditional ones.

C, Stress and intonation: In learning Chinese phonetics,
most students commit more errors of stress and intonation
than of sounds and tones. Stress and intonation form the
second main obstacle to progress in pronunciation after
sounds and tones. This textbook gives considerable attention
to the characteristics of Chinese stress and intonation and
provides a number of relevent driils.

Phonetics are an important element of language and
should be practiced throughout the whole clemzntary learn-
ing stage. Therefore, in this textbook, there are pronuncia-
tion drills in all the lessons, not just the first few

4, Grammar: This textbook includes the basics of

Chinese grammar. Simple and easy points are presented in
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the first few lessons and complicated points in later lessons.
The difficult points are introduced in the following manner:
First, individual sentences including the grammar points
are given so that students are exposed to it in context; then,
when the point is explained, it is done gradually over two
or more lessons.

The grammatical points are explained explicitly and
familiar formulas are used to emphasize their function
in actual use.

5. Exercises: Exercises and drills on phonetics, gram-
mar and sentence patterns are provided in this textbook. in
the drills on phonetics we have laid emphasis first on the
difficult sounds and tone and later on stress and intonation
as geared to the particular text; exercises on grammar and
sentence patterns are designed to emphasize everyday usage.

The compilers of this course are Lu Jianji, Li
Jiyu, Liu Lanyun, Ding Yongshou, Huang Zhengcheng and
Qiu Yanging. The preliminary mimeographed edition of this
book was used in two classes on an experimental basis. The
instructors of those classes made valuable suggestions in the
revision of this textbook:; we thank both the instructors
and students who participated for their help.

THE COMPILERS
December 1980
A NOTE ON THE REVISED EDITION

MODERN CHINESE—Beginner’s Course is intended
for students with no previou: background in Chinese.
Volumes I and II can be completed in 16 weeks of instruc-
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tion. by covering 10 periods per week.

The compilation of this textbook began in Feb. 1979
and a preliminary edition was used on an experimental
basis in 1980. Early in 1981, the course underwent its first
revision and the revised edition has been used in classes
since Sept. 1981.

In our view that, as the first revised edition was used
successfully for five years. the principles guiding its com-
pilation are sound ones: and, therefore, it has not been
necessary to make any major changes in those principles
when revising the textbook a second time. However: to
make it more suitalbe for classroom use: this =dition 1n-
cludes important changes in the¢ following aspects:

1. The total number of lessons has been reduced trom
80 to 55.

2, Most texts have been rewritten; and explanations of
the situation or setting of conversational texts have been
added. (In the first few iessons, th¢ ecxplanations are given
along with English translation.) In addition. more sultural
information has been included in both the texts and notes.

3, Grammatical points that are common both to Chinese
and to European languages; and thus are not difficull o
foreign students. have been ommited Whenever necessary,
such points are handled in the exercises.

4, In some lessons: we have included words that do not
occur in the text but may be usefu} for students and car he
used in substitution drills. We¢ leave it to the 1instructor io

decide how- and toc what =xtent. thest words should be
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taught.

5, Interpersonal and conversational skills have been
stressed {urther in the exercises.

Ms, Xiao Xiumei and Mr. Li Shizhi, who used the
former editions in their teaching several times, worked with

the compilers on the revision.
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DB HEMERE UM

DESCRIPTION OF CHINESE VOWELS

AND CONSONANTS

5t & VOWELS

1, [Al FRAERK, HEEEK, BAR. B a #IEIAL

2, [a]

3. [a]

It is produced with maximum aperture of the mouth,
the tongue in a lowest position and the lips not
rounded. The simple final a is pronounced [AT.
Three [A] fal, HE5 [A] A, AW T o
-al*, -ua, -uai FA&{HARE ans —uans -Uan iy a i#
& [al,

It is produced almost in the same way as [A7], excep
that the tongue position is a bit more forward. The
g in the compound finals als -las -uas -uai and
in the nasal finals -an. -uan, -iian is pronounced [a].
SREIA] W, HE5 (A1 HME, 54 53 ot
-igo f& iy RE angs -iangs -uang Ff%y a §E1E Cal,
It is produced almost in the same way as [A]> ex-

cept that the tongue position is a little more to the

« BEAA ", RaRBELRRAREY. T,
The hyphon 4 -?preceding a final indicates that the final
cannot stand for a syllable by itself.
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[¥]

Cel

Ca1

Lel

back of the mouth. The a in the compound finals
go -igo and in the nasal finals ang, -lang, -uang is
pronounced [a].

FOREhS, EEES, WE BAR. 489 - %
f [¥1,

It is produced with a medium degree of aperture,
the tongue in mid-high position a little to the
back of the mouth and the lips unrounded. The
simple final e is pronounced [¥7.

Hfefmn, HES5 ] ME. S0 o hiy eif
fE [el,

It is produced almost in the same way as [¥], ex-
cept that the tongue is a little more forward. The e
in the compound final ei is pronounced [e].
T, EMfEd, S en eng R er th
e iRtk [o1,

It is produced with a medium degree of aperture and
the tongue in central position. The e in the nasal
finals en, eng and in the retroflex final er is pro-
nounced [a].

FEOE [k, HEh Te] MR, EAMRH -l
-te Wiy e FAIIR -lndhih o BRigfE [el,

It is produced almost in the same way as [e], ex-
cept that the mouth is opened wider. The e in the
compound finals -ie, —iie, and the o in the nasal
final -ian are both pronounced [€e].

FOEERE, BAES, BE, BB, BB o 54
1R} -uos ou iy o {E [o],



9, [u]

10, [@]

11, [i1]

It is produced with a medium degree of aperture:
the tongue in a mid-high position a little toward
the back of the mouth and the lips rounded. The
simple final o and the o in the compound finals
-uo and ou are pronounced [o].

FORERA, BER, B, BE. BB -, 8
& ¥ B} -uas -uos -uals -uls -iu F1 A ¥ B -uans
-un, -uong Frou fyiBifE [ul,

It is produced with the lips pursed and the tongue
in a high position toward the back of the mouth.
The simple final -u and the -u in the compound fi-
nals -ua, -uo, -ual: -uly -fu and in the nasal finals
-uans -uang and -un are pronounced [u].
KB T (ul, EFORERK, HFHEMIK. 248
£} co. -lao, i} -ong, -long Hifty o Eff [@],
It is produced almost in the same way as [u),
except that the mouth is a little wider and the
tongue a little lower. The o in the compound finals
ao. -lao and in the nasal finals -ong and -iong is
pronounced [@].

FOERAD, BRE, FME, W, B -, ¥
£ ¥4 -1a, —les ~l0os —iu —ui» F1& ¥BE -ian, -lang,
-in -ings —fong iy © RIELIT.

It is produced with a narrow aperture of the mouth.
the lips spread and the tongue in a high position
and somewhat forward. The simple final -I, and the
-1 in the compound finals -la> -le» -laos -iu, -ui

and the nasal finals -lan, -lang. -in. -Ing, -long
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12, L1

13, L1

14, Ly 1]

14

ate pronounced [I17:

e RHUAE zilts1]s ellts1]s sils1] =43 i,

AR, ATLAN AR [s] [s] [s] i
g, R, ENEDIELED, [0 HFER -1 &5

This vowel occurs only in the syllables zl [tsj]s
cl[ts‘]] and si[s]j] and is not pronounced zlone
so it can be considered to be the prolongation of
the consonants [ts]s [ts‘] and [s]. Note that [{]
is indicated by the letter | in the Chinese Phonetic
Alphabet;

$e RHBLAE zhiltP1]s chiltF4], shilf1]s rifz1] I
AN, AREY, STLANAREF [8] [8]
[B] [2Iy iE & £, TOUEDEEHF &, DI A
T8 -1ETR,.

This vowel occurs only in the syllables zhl [t81]
chiftB47], shi[$1] and ri[7}] and is not pronounced
alone, so it can be considered to be the pro-
longation of the consonants [t8], [tE‘]s [8] or [z].
Note that [1] is indicated by the letter -I in the
Chinese Phonetic Alphabet.

HOLS (1] MR, HZERE, A 5% [uliE, #
#ek-0, HEEE-Uan, -Ue, -Un Frfy -U §H%1ELYD,

It is produced with the same tongue position as[i],
but with the lips rounded as when pronouncing [u].
The simple tinal -U and the -U in the compound

finals -Uan, -Ue and -Un are pronounced [yJ.



