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Foreword

China’ s urban housing system reform has evolved through the following stages: selling
state-owned houses, raising the rent while granting subsidy, commercialization, and
marketization with housing security system. With each stage being different in imple-
mentation process, major policy and social response, these measures have tremen-
dously enhanced the average urban residential standards. However, they have also in-
duced some unfavorable results. One of the prominent problems is the housing issue of
low-income urban people resulting from the real estate sector’ s unwillingness to build
less profitable residential buildings for the poor in rapid development. In the context of
the fact that, in 2007, nine ministries under the State Council jointly issued the
Measures for the Guarantee of Low-Rent Homes, and that the state attaches great im-
portance to social harmony and the well-being of the people, and based on the statisti-
cal analysis of the large-scale field investigation data, this book took as its subject the
low-rent houses (LRH) of the lowest-income people in Chongqing Municipality, the
National Pilot Area for Comprehensive Reform Targeting Balanced Urban and Rural
Development. It used multidisciplinary theories ranging from urban sociology and eco-
nomics to architectural management, urban planning and architectural design, and
applied the latest Geographic Information System (GIS) to the research of a series of
subjects: theory and system construction of housing security of low-income groups in
modern urban China; sitting, planning & layout of LRH land; and guiding princi-
ples for the architectural design of LRHs. The ultimate purpose is to formulate a com-
prehensive, systematic and practical theoretical framework and practical system for the
housing security of lowest income urban people.

This book includes seven chapters as follows

Chapter One Introduction presents the context, aim and significance of the re-
search, reviews on the current situation of researches by foreign and domestic peers,
and defines the subject, strategy, and methods in this book.

Chapter Two  Chinese Housing System Reform Process and Foreign Housing
Models : Retrospect & Contrast through combing the process of Chinese housing sys-
tem reform and the achievements, it defines the nature, status, functions and opera-

tion models of the various types of houses in Chinese housing market, and analyzes



the current situation and problems in the real estate sector. It also summarizes the his-
tory, . accomplishments and major models of foreign government’ s intervention into
housing problems. These research works are the basis of the following discussions on
the related policy and theories.

Chapter Three Housing Problems of the Urban Poor: Investigation and Analy-
sis, the foundation of innovations in this book, focuses on the combing of and analy-
sis into the data of two large-scale surveys after the introduction of the methods of so-
cial surveys in architectural science.

Chapter Four Research on Fair Housing Theory and LRH Security System ex-
plores the housing challenges facing the lowest-income urban residents from theoretical
and systematic perspectives to constitute a fair housing theory and a housing security
system theory. Through a systematic analysis on the building and implementation of the
current LRH security system in Chongqing and other major domestic cities, it sorts out
the problems and offers a solution for the LRH security system of Chongqing Munici-
pality.

Chapter Five Research on GIS-Based LRH Land Sitting, Planning & Layout
deals with the planning, sitting and layout as well as design strategies of urban LRHs
from the perspective of urban planning. This chapter takes the city proper of Chongging
as its scope of research and employs the method of quantitative analysis to devise an
AHP model for the determinants of the sitting of residential land for the urban poor and
a model for the sitting & planning of LRH land. By application of the GIS technology,
it carries out a quantitative and diagrammed analysis in the suitability evaluation of the
LRH land in the city proper, and produces a Map for the Sitting, Planning & Lay-
out of Low-Rent House Land in the City Proper of Chonggqing while constitutes the
basic principles, construction strategies and promotion mechanisms for the building of
LRH areas.

Chapter Six Research on the Guiding Principles for the Architectural Design of
LRHs deals with the design of LRHs from the viewpoint of architectural design. The
basic theories on the architectural models as well as the fundamental principles of ar-
chitectural design concerning LRHs are established. It produces the indicators of the
multi-dimensional & multi-level LRH models, and, through the demonstration of a
concept plan for a resettlement project in Chongqing, reveals the guiding function of
the theoretical achievements on designing practice.

The final Chapter Conclusion & Prospect summarizes the major research achieve-
ments and innovations of this book, and prospects the further research needs.

The major innovations of this book are



(1) On the standpoint of theoretical construction, by the presentation on the follow-
ing concepts: the living value of being created equal; the rights of habitation and
sharing living resources; residential welfare in the social ecological system; balance
between fairness and efficiency in the housing development; dynamic evolution of
housing standard; and the diversity housing providing system satisfied rent or owned
requirements, it formulates a comprehensive theoretical framework on the fair housing
of low-income urban people.

(2) On the standpoint of policy constitution, it proposes that China’ s urban LRH se-
curity system should be constituted and improved from two dimensions, policy and ad-
ministration, while each dimension should be constituted in three levels: macro, in-
termediate, and micro. It also points out the huge gap of low-income housing
Chonggqing faces, and calls on the municipal government to upgrade its LRH security
system through “improving one system, perfecting two mechanisms, formulating
three standards, and strengthening management on four sides” .

(3) On the standpoint of urban planning, this book is the first one to apply GIS
technology in the sitting and planning of urban LRH land and, with multi-dimensional
& multi-level analyzing methods, to devise an AHP model for the comprehensive suit-
ability evaluation of existing LRH land and a mathematical model for the sitting and
planning of LRH land. It produces a Map for the Sitting, Planning & Layout of Low-
Rent House Land in the city proper of Chongqing.

(4) On the standpoint of architectural design, this book presents the concept of LRH
Architectural Model, establishes the basic theories of the LRH model and generalizes
four cardinal principles for the architectural design of LRHs: time for space; good
materials for high quality; diversification through standardization; and breakthrough
through creativity. It also produces a multi-dimensional and multi-level LRH model in-

dicator system, which features “two levels, three categories and twelve indicators”.
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