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A Brief Introduction

Cao Xuegin, a Chinese literary master in the 18"
century, was a learned thinker of his time. His novel A
Dream of Red Mansions exposes the social crisis of China
when this “ancient civilized nation” approaches modemn
time. With the presentation of new social trend and a new
ideal for individual life, the novel is a humanistic enlight-
enment primer leading to modern civilization. In terms of
its artistic achievements, A Dream of Red Mansions is the
summit of classic Chinese novels and the representation of
the special glamour of Chinese culture. It deserves a niche
among the master piece of world literature. Among Cao’s
contemporaries, he had no match.

Examining Cao Xueqin and his A Dream of Red Man-
sions in the context of world culture, the present book at-
tempts to give a comprehensive analysis of Cao’s thoughts,
writing and historical contributions. Meanwhile, a system-
atic study of his genealogy, personal stories, personality
and his emotional world enables an exposition of the histor-
ical factors that determined Cao’s status as a master in Chi-

nese culture.
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