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Mary Shelley’s literary masterpiece
Frankenstein was unleashed upon the world
in 1818. It was written before the days of
steam travel, when the world seemed a
much larger place than it does today. Far-
off places were out of the reach of all
but the bravest adventurers; and in those
unknown places it was possible that things.
could exist—even things created by man
himself—that would terrify anyone who
saw them. :

Science was progressing at an astounding
pace. It seemed that anything and
everything was possible, as the human race
found new and more powerful ways to
create, and also to destroy.

At the same time, medical science was
finding new ways to heal the sick and to
revive the dying; and it started to raise
questions about the nature of life itself.
If the dying can be revived, then could
the dead also be brought back to life?
How about a dead person that had been
assembled from the parts of other dead
people? Could that be given life too?

Where would it all end? Would this all go
too far? And if so, what would the
consequences be?

Indeed, in this early world of advancing

medical science, anything and everything
seemed possible...



Volume I F

rom the letters of Robert Walton:

Letter I—December 11th
My dear sister...
I am already far north of London.

The North Pole is a land full of
wonders and beauty, where the sun
never sefs.




For as long as I can remember,
this journey has been my dream.

Letter II—March 28th

Time passes so slowly here,
Margaret, and I am lonely.

Letter III—July 7th

We are far, far north now,
but I will be careful.
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Letter IV—August 5th

Last Monday, our ship was
surrounded by ice and fog.

When the fog finally cleared,
we saw a strange sight.

It was a huge man, a
distance away from us. We
were stuck in the ice, so we
couldn’t follow him.




In the morning, the sailors
were talking to someone
overboard—it was a man
stranded in the icy cold.

Our Captain will
look affer you.

lease tfell me
where your ship
is headed.
He agreed to

come on board.

I never saw a man in
such a dreadful state.

Slowly, we helped
him to recover.

It was two days
before he could speak.
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What were
you doing out
there?

I was trying to
find someone.

Do you think
the ice breaking
destroyed his
sledge?

August 13th

My new friend is
now much recovered
from his illness.

The ice
broke much
later—

he might have
made it to safety
before then.

on a sledge,
on the ice.

I'm sure
that you have many

questions for me.
You rescued

me, and have
brought me back
to life!

sledge n. &




August 19th

Yesterday he said to me...

My destiny
is sealed—listen
to my history...

Captain Walton, I have
suffered greatly. You seek
knowledge as I once did. You
may learn a lot from my
own tale.

Volume 1 i 2
Chapter I L e o

i

My name is Victor Frankenstein; my
parents were from Geneva, and were
well respected there.

% My parents travelled around, and I was
born while they were in Naples.
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For several years, I was When 1 was five years old, my

mother adopted the orphaned
daughter of a nobleman.

their only child. They truly
loved me.

Elizabeth Lavenza became more
than just a sister to me—for I
truly adored her.

There was less th V
a year between us. (%
My parents settled in

Geneva when their second
<4 son was born...

-
£
..There, I became great friends

with Henry Clerval. He loved to
read and write, as well as act.
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Elizabeth was

lovely, and brought

out the best in all I studied the

of us. works of great
thinkers.

Here were men who had
discovered the secrets of
nature.

And what glory would be
mine, if I could rid man of
illness!




The thunder burst from
the heavens.

The tree was burned
down to a stump.




The next morning, we found the
tree shattered into thin ribbons

of wood. At once I began to study
the mathematics and science of
electricity.
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But destiny had
already decided on
my destruction.
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When I was seventeen,
I was due to leave for
Ingolstadt University...

..but Elizabeth caught scarlet fever. She
recovered, but my mother became sick
from tending to her.

My children,
your marriage
together would make

Elizabeth, you
me very happy.

must be a mother to
my younger children.

I hope
to see you
in another

world...



