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FOREWORD

Maxwell quoted Sir Walter Greg way back in 1932 that the bibliographer
is concerned with pieces of paper or parchment covered with written or printed
signs. “With these signs he [bibliographer] is concerned merely [with the]
arbitrary marks: their meaning is no business of his” . This understanding
of a bibliography is still widely accepted and remains in essence the basis
for the claim that the procedures of bibliography creation are scientific. This
book by Mr. Karl Ku does not deviate from this long standing acceptance that
bibliographies are scientifically generated.

The maturation and growth of any culture is inexorably linked with
libraries and intertwined with this assertion is the synonymy of bibliography
with library excellence. Bibliographies are key instruments to record the literary
output of a nation or of a discipline. The quality of any research or information
seeking process depends on the bibliographic tools used to identify and access
the relevant literature. It has aptly been stated that all research begins with a
bibliography and ends with a better and larger one.

The synonymous relationship between libraries and growth and, libraries
and bibliography brings to the fore the principle of access to information in
this triangulation. Access to information is that golden thread that neatly binds
a culture or nation onto the road of growth and development. As pivotal as
libraries are to driving access to knowledge and information, bibliographies
are those golden strands that pull together the vast ocean of information that
is available and creating order to improve access in an era of a surfeit of
information.

It is most appropriate that such a prominent author as Mr. Karl Ku chose to
invest such vast energies in demonstrating the critical nature of bibliographies
and to educate and/or remind librarians of the imperatives of bibliographies,
especially in an age of ubiquitous access to information in the current digital
era. The surfeit of information available in digital format, the exponential
growth of the print information demand greater understanding of bibliographies,
its history, its purpose and functions, significance and its capacity to engage the
modern interconnected world. The capacity of bibliographies to pull together
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this vast array of information and information sources is critical to ensure that
information is meaningful and adds value to the growth of new knowledge and
information. As indicated by myself on numerous occasions, information is the
one commodity that grows in value with use.

It is most appropriate that the National Central L1brary of Taiwan, with
the mission of preserving national documents, disseminating knowledge and
facilitating lifelong learning, takes responsibility for sharing the intellectual
content of this publication with the information seeking world of librarians. It
is clear that the National Central Library, as an institution, shares the agenda of
IFLA Bibliography Section in advancing the creation and use of bibliographies.
The Bibliography Section promotes the importance of the discipline of
bibliography to library professionals in all types of libraries (not just national
libraries), to publishers, distributors and retailers and also to end-users. Whilst
taking full account of technological possibilities, the Section is aware that such
developments are not yet available in some areas of the world, and it will ensure
that its solutions are not necessarily dependent on particular technologies.

Therefore, such a publication as Bibliography Complex is an important
cog in filling the void in terms of libraries having a better understanding of
bibliometrics and with libraries staying abreast with ubiquitous content in a
digital era. The format of bibliographies has changed from print-based to digital
however, the fundamental purpose and significance remains intact.

As the IFLA President, I would like to congratulate Mr. Karl Ku and the
other colleagues for the well constructed publication that is truly inspiring.

Elo

Ellen R. Tise
President, International Federation of

Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA)
2009-2011
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Preface to Bibliography Complex

It is with great interest that I reviewed the content for the book written
by Mr. Karl Ku, Director-General of the National Central Library and his
wonderful colleagues. This is a comprehensive and up-to-date study of a very
important area of librarianship, i.e. bibliography, how this tool had evolved over
the years, and how it has added value to its users worldwide.

The book starts with a chapter on The Origin and Theory of the
Bibliography. This gives the reader a good introduction on how information on
documentations was made accessible to users through book registers before the
1900s and later, card catalogues. Machine-readable catalogues came next, and
now, in the digital age, there is a wide variety of ways through which users get
to know about knowledge that is published both physically and digitally.

Chapter two covers bibliographies used in the ancient world, and chapter
three explores catalogues developed in recent history, before automation
came into the picture. From then on, with automation of library processes and
services, the catalogue underwent significant changes where machine-readable
records became the norm of the day, and libraries suddenly found themselves
able to exchange bibliographic records across time and space, and to reduce
duplication in cataloguing for the first time in human history. This resulted in a
huge increase in productivity and cost savings.

Chapter six dwells into automatic indexing systems that take away much
of the manual work, and chapter seven explores how bibliometrics help libraries
to better understand user and knowledge behaviour. The last three chapters
look into the modern interconnected world, where web resources has become
the primary source of information for many people, young and old, and how

libraries keep up with digital content that now features strongly in almost every

library. It is interesting to note that while the format of library materials have
evolved over time due to the tremendous changes in technology over the past
30 years, the format of bibliography has also changed. Chapter nine of the book
discusses this, where web-based bibliography transforms the traditional uses of
print-based bibliography, and this certainly brings greater stakeholder value to

the library world.
I am impressed that Mr. Karl Ku and his team took the time and effort to
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research and write this extensive history on the bibliography complex, despite
their very busy schedule, as it is a very valuable contribution towards the
library community. The book will help librarians and information professionals
understand better the why and the how of the beginnings of the bibliography,
and how catalogues and bibliographies have evolved over the years, while not
changing the fundamental value of the bibliography, in connecting people to
resources that they need to use, over time and space.

I am sure many, especially younger librarians and information
professionals, will enjoy the book and benefit from it, and understand more
about bibliographies and how they help users get to the information and
materials that they need much more quickly than they would, without this tool.

I congratulate Mr. Karl Ku and his 'colleagues for producing such a

fascinating book for the profession.
AJ gf Oun

Ngian Lek Choh
Director
National Library, Singapore
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Preface

Preface

Imagine entering a library physically or virtually and using only one
system to find what the content you need, no matter its format or-location. This
long-desired fantasy of ‘one-stop shopping’ is closer than ever to being realized.

The emergence of the digital era has brought with it a panoply of new
formats for delivering content to users of libraries around the world. With this
richness of resources has come a dizzying array of bibliographic access systems
that would bring the most talented librarians to their knees. Understandably,
library users are confused and frustrated by their inability to locate easily what
they want, whether through known item searching or more general browsing.

In writing this book, which centers on bibliographic systems and builds
on the framework of knowledge ethics, Mr. Karl Ku, Director-General of the
National Central Library, and his colleagues have produced a volume of great
value and interest to librarians and ultimately to library users. This collection of
essays provides an important perspective on the development of bibliographic
access systems, beginning with the origins of bibliography and bibliographic
theory, through the traditional, modern, and automated library eras and into the
digital age. It ends with a provocative look at the future that whets the reader’s
appetite and stirs the imagination.

Librarianship has long been grounded in global perspectives and global
interactions. Librarians around the world start their professional training by
reading Raganathan’s Five Laws of Library Science. Ethics and values are
shared among the world’s librarians, who have long strived to make their
bibliographic systems interactive and able to be integrated. Libraries’ success
increasingly will depend on their ability to make the dream of a globally
integrated ‘one-stop shopping’-like system a reality. Through this volume, Mr.
Karl Ku and his colleagues have provided the means for the world’s libraries to

realize this ambition.
1Rl Kecbfeusta_

Professor Paula Kaufman
University Librarian and Dean of Libraries
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
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