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I. Aims and Requirements

1) Language Focus

1. Focal Words and Expressions

education know about most of the time  expect responsible for
decide allow have to do with instead of develop
interest in worry about make good use of different from get used to
enjoy doing sth.

2. Focal Functions and Patterns
1) ... may feel that ...;
2) ... let ... decide what to study / how much to study;
3) ...expect ... to be responsible for ...;
4) ... have to do with ...;
5) ... see no reason for .../ for ... to do sth.;
6) ... instead of being made to ...;
7) ... allow ... to grow as people / to develop one’s own interests in ...;
8) ...dowell/badlyin...;
9) ... may have problems getting used to doing sth.;
10) ...is a good idea only in theory.

Il) Skills Development

1. Reading and Translating

1) Be able to read, comprehend and translate into Chinese the passage about open
education;

2) Be able to use the focal words and patterns listed above to make sentences or
translate into English the sentences using them;

3) Practice the reading skill of finding the topic sentence of a paragraph;

4) Practice the translating skill of deciding on the appropriate lexical meaning in the
given context.
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1.

Education in the Air

Listening and Speaking

1) Be able to talk a little about the advantages and disadvantages of the open
education over the traditional education;

2) Be able to comprehend the short listening passages on the topic of education and
be able to practice the skill of taking spot dictation;

3) Be able to talk a little about the students’ own study.

Writing
Be able to fill in an application form with the help of a dictionary.

Il. Integrated Skills Development

Background Information

Introductory Remarks

This passage compares open education with traditional education. It tells us
what open and traditional education are, and it mainly shows us the advantages or
good points of open education over traditional education. It also mentions some
disadvantages of open education.

Background Remarks
open education:

It is a concept of preschool and kindergarten education which is supposed to be
conducted in an “open classroom” or a large teaching area, two or more times larger
than traditional classrooms. Without any separated walls, open classrooms are
divided into a variety of teaching areas that students can access at will, according to
individual interests, needs and motivations. Based on the concept of the British
Infant School, the open classroom groups students of different, but compatible ages
and abilities in one huge space, but it permits them to study individually or in small
groups to pursue their own learning projects independently or with a teacher’s
guidance. Thus, a large number of learning experiences take place at the same time.
The emphasis is on warm, open teacher-student relationship, self-directed learning
or experimentation. The student can learn at his own pace according to his own
abilities without any competitive and threatening pressure.

The open classroom does away with strictness and permits an integrated day
during which learning activities are dictated by students’ needs, interests and
motivation rather than by prescribed time allotments. Introduced in privately
operated preschools during the 1930s and 1940s, the open classroom approach to
early preschool education became somewhat standardized in the USA and in other
English-speaking countries later.
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open university:

It belongs to the non-traditional higher education that combines a variety of
teaching science approaches, including educational radio and television, correspon-
dence courses and traditional teaching methods to provide education to adults unable to
attend traditional institutions of higher learning. Developed in Britain after World War
11, the first formal open university of the UK enrolled its first students in 1971. The
concept has subsequently spread to at least 30 countries including the USA, where,
unlike similar institutions overseas, open universities open their enrollment to all

applicants.

3. Comprehension Focus

Comparison between open education and traditional education:

Open education

Traditional education

Concepts

Students are treated as individuals
first and students second and are
expected to be responsible for what
they do.

Teachers are always teachers
and controllers;
Students are told what to do.

Objectives

To help students to develop ability
to learn on their own.

To teach students specific sub-
jects and things.

Approaches

Students are free to choose what to
study and how much to study.

Students closely follow teach-
ers’ instructions in their study.

Advantages

Students decide what to study and
how much to study;
Students are not made to study spe-

| cific subjects or things;

They grow as people. They develop
their own interests; they enjoy learn-
ing; they are happier in class; they
do not worry about grades or rules.

Students have rules to follow;
Students study specific subjects
and things;

Students enjoy teachers’ instruc-
tions.

Disadvantages

Many students do not do well in
open education.
They don’t make good use of open

education, and have problems get-

ting used to making so many choices.
They need some rules because a few
rules will help them.

Students are not taught to know
about the world.

The focus is on learning knowl-
edge, but not on how students

grow as people.
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Education in the Air

Il) Language Points

1. Notes to the Passage

The teachers feel that they must tell the students what to do most of the time,

and that they must make the students study specific things.

The main clause The teachers feel takes two object clauses both introduced by rhat.

What to do is an infinitive clause introduced by a wh-word. Similar structures are

how much to study, when and how to do it.

make the students study specific things: here make means cause.

These teachers feel that the students are individuals first, and students

second.

That the students --- second are two object clauses, in which individuals first, and

students second share the same S-V structure the students are.

e.g. These teachers regard their students as persons of independent character
first, and then they are their students.

They expect the students to be responsible for the things that they do.

To be responsible for is used as an object complement. That they do is an

attributive clause modifying the things. '

The teacher allows the students to decide what they want to do, and does not

make them study specific subjects or things.

The verbs allow sb. to do sth. and make sb. do sth. are of structureV+O+C. To

decide what they want to do and study specific subjects or things are the object

complements to the students and them respectively. what they want to do is the

object clause of decide.

The teacher lets them decide what to study and how much to study.

In lets them decide, let should be followed by an infinitive clause without to.

Decide has two objects: what to study and how much to study, both of which are

introduced by a wh-word.

The second part of the idea of open education has to do with what the teacher

does in the classroom. '

What the teacher does in the classroom is the prepositional object clause of with.

A prepositional clause can only be introduced by a wh-word.

e.g. We haven’t yet made the decision on when we should start off.

In the traditional classroom, the students are told what to do.

Are told is the passive voice.

What to do is the object of told, an infinitive clause introduced by a wh-word.

There is a list of things that the students must do to finish the class.

That the students must do to finish the class is a restrictive attributive clause

introduced by rhat and modifying things.

There are rules made by the teacher that the students must follow, even if
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the students see no reason for the rules.

Made by the teacher is a past participle clause used as an attributive modifying rules.
That the students must follow is a restrictive attributive clause, also modifying
rules, but separated from its anticipatory noun by made by the teacher.

See no reason for the rules means do not see the reason why they should follow
the rules.

10) The students are allowed to discover subjects in the open classroom, instead
of being made to study them.

Instead of -+- is a preposition taking a noun phrase. That’s why the passive form
of be made is converted into being made.
The open classroom here is a figurative expression to actually refer to the class
of open education.
instead of: prep. in place of something or someone / as an alternative to or
substitute for (followed by a n. pron., gerund, or prep. Phr.)
e.g. We should do something instead of just talking about it.

He has been playing all afternoon instead of getting on with his work.

11) This way of teaching allows the students to grow as people, and to develop
their own interests in many subjects.

This sentence is again framed in the structure of S allows sb. to do sth. To grow
as people, and to develop --- are the two infinitive clauses used as the comple-
ments.

To grow as people: here grow is an intransitive verb, as people is an adverbial
modifying grow. Similar structure could be found in serve as a secretary, work
as a driver.

12) The open classroom may allow them to enjoy learning.

Enjoy takes a gerund instead of an infinitive form when a verb is used as its
object.
enjoy doing sth.: get pleasure from doing sth. / take delight in doing sth.
e.g. I've enjoyed talking to you about old times.

Most young men enjoy watching football games.

13) Because open education is so different from traditional education, these
students may have a problem getting used to making so many choices.
Have a problem (in) doing sth. means have a difficulty in doing sth.
getting used to: to is a preposition which should be followed by a V-ing form or
a noun.

14) For many students it is important to have some rules in the classroom.

It is an anticipatory subject. To have some rules in the classroom is the actual
subject of the sentence.

15) So far some of the good points and bad points of open education have been
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explained.
Have been explained is the passive voice of the present perfect tense of the verb

explain.

2. Word Usage

allow: v. to let someone do or have something, or let something happen ft.iF, #iF
allow sb. sth.
allow sb. to do sth.
be allowed to do sth.
allow sb. in / out / up etc.
e.g. He doesn’t allow the dog in his bedroom.

Smoking is not allowed here.

We allow passengers one item of hand luggage each.

The committee allowed the company to build a factory on the island.
be different from: not like something or someone else, or not like before 5+
R, G R
e.g. Their two girls are very different from each other.

This is a different girl from the one he used to go out with.
be / get used to doing sth.: to have experienced something so that it no longer
seems surprising, difficult, strange etc. 3] T H 3
e.g. Some foreigners can’t get used to Nanjing’s weather.

I shall probably oversleep as I am not used to getting up so early.
develop: v. to grow larger, stronger, fuller or more mature & # , J& i%; to make
the argument or idea clearer, by studying it more or by speaking or writing about
it in more detail £ R @i, RiF
e.g. James has developed into a charming young man.

The plot of the new novel gradually developed in the author’s mind.

We will develop a few of these points in the seminar.

‘When you are asked to write a composition, you should develop a line of

thought.
education: n. the process by which your mind develops through learning at a
school, college, or university ${ &

e.g. He is a man of higher education.

They had worked hard to give their children a good education.
educational a. connected with education
even if / though: conj. used to call attention to the extreme nature of what
follows B{#

e.g. She won’t leave the TV set, even though her supper’s on the table.

Tom'’s going to have problems finding a job even if he gets A grades.
expect: v. think that something will happen because it seems likely or has been
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planned &, FHA
e.g. We expected him to go with us.
He expected his girlfriend to drive him home.
8) feeling: n. something that you feel such as anger, sadness, or happiness &
R OBOE, i

e.g. It's a wonderful feeling to be back home again.

The pianist is playing the piano with great feeling.
Syn.: sensation n. B& %
e.g. After the accident he had no sensation in his left thumb.
9) grade: n. a mark given for a particular piece of work in school 3%, W&
e.g. You need good grades to go to.
10) grow up: v. develop from being a child to being an adult ¢, R
e.g. He grew up in a mountain village.

What do you want to be when you grow up?
11) have a problem doing sth.: be difficult for sb. to do sth. {354 Hl
e.g. We have a problem finding where they are.
They have a problem finishing the task within three days.
12) have sth. to do with: be connected with 5+, S---H 4%
e.g. 1 know he behaves badly. It all has to do with the way he was brought up.

He had something to do with my decision to teach English. L e
13) individual: n. one person, considered separately from the rest of the group 4~ ' '
Ny AME
e.g. Handwriting varied from individual to individual.
With adequate support, any child will grow into a fully developed individual.
14) interest: n. something that you enjoy doing or a subject that you enjoy studying
when you are not working 3%
e.g. Her two great interests in life are music and painting.
List your leisure time interests on the back of the form.
Ant.: disinterest n. a lack of interest To34HR, A%, &
e.g. Her disinterest in art was due to ignorance.

interested: a. giving a lot of attention to something because you want to find out
more about it [+in] &% ERAY
e.g. He is interested in pop music.

15) in theory: something is not actually true although it is supposed to be M\ PR i
i
e.g. In theory, your idea is right.

Your plan is good in theory, but I doubt if it’ll work in practice. L

16) know about: to have information about something %0E - FI1§%: T #% , o
e.g. He knows a lot about the job. oiE
They want to know a little about the current situation,




