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To the Teacher

Series Overview

Soundwaves is a three-level listening and speaking series designed to improve your students’ conversational
English. It offers many opportunities to listen to, learn, and practice the target language.

Soundwaves is a practical series covering a wide range of high-interest topics. Listening exercises in each
unit provide models of speech that native English speakers use in real life. Tasks that students will be asked
to do are based on realistic situations. Additionally, the audio recordings feature authentic conversations in
English. There are entertaining dialogs, telephone conversations, news interviews, radio broadcasts, weather
reports, and excerpts from travel and cooking shows.

The Soundwaves Student Book has 20 units and 4 review units. Each main unit is carefully structured to
provide the tools — vocabulary, grammar, and language expressions — necessary to build listening and
speaking skills in English, and generally contains the following sections:

Warm-up — introduces the topic of the unit and helps you and your students brainstorm words related to the
topic '

Listening Exercises — at least three main exercises give practice listening to the target language. Each
exercise is followed by tasks that will allow students to put the listening strategies and skills taught into use.

Grammar Note — provides the essential grammatical rules and structures needed to develop listening and
speaking skills

Vocabulary Note — presents the key vocabulary words of the unit topic

Take Note: Useful Language — gives the basic language structures and expressions for students to practice
in the individual, pair and group work exercises

Take Note: For Interest — provides fast facts or trivia to expand the unit topic

Culture Note — presents cultural information about similarities and differences between cultures in relation to
the unit topic. It also provides a talking point for discussion and sharing of different cultural experiences.

It’s About You — a personalized page for students to practice the target language together through
communicative pair, group and class work activities.

A self-study section provides extra listening practice. Students should do these exercises individually after
you have covered the main unit in class. Self-study units can be for homework or for students to complete
in their own time.

Basic Principles

Of the four communicative skills, listening and speaking are the most important to master in language
acquisition. Educators should be aware of and follow basic principles of teaching listening and speaking in
English.

1. Listening should be emphasized particularly in the early stage of learning a language.

2. Relevant material should be used, with topics that are appropriate and useful in the students’ daily lives.
3. The material should use, or closely model, the authentic language of real-life situations.
4

. Listening texts should be clear and understandable, with accurate pronunciation and a natural-sounding
pace.

5. Repeated listenings of text are necessary in order for students to gain additional practice and build their
listening skills.

6. Listening texts should be varied and realistic in order to keep students entertained and interested.




7 Exercises should have a defined function and provide opportunities to test comprehension and
production.

8. The teaching approach should be encouraging and lessons designed for success in motivating students
to go further.

Soundwaves incorporates all these principles to offer a solid, comprehensive series for the conversational
English classroom.

Series Design

Soundwaves is based on the spiral model of learning. This supports the teaching of basic skills followed by
continual revisiting and reinforcement of these skills through material that is covered in increasing depth. As
learning progresses, skills become entrenched into the long-term memory for easier recall and production.

To support this model, the same twenty general themes appear in the three levels of the Soundwaves Student
Books. For example, Jobs is the topic in Unit 10 in all three levels and is dealt with in increasing difficulty at
each level, while also recycling the vocabulary, grammar and language structures of the previous level. In
Level 1, students learn about different types of jobs; they then learn about job duties and responsibilities in
Level 2; and in Level 3, they prepare and practice mock job interviews in class.

This spiral model of learning helps develop competent, and thus more confident, students in listening and
speaking in English.

Listening Strategies

Each Student Book begins with a Getting Ready section to introduce key listening strategies and present
exercises to help prepare for the main units. Teaching students listening strategies increases their awareness
of the processes involved in listening. Once students are aware of the elements involved, they can more
easily isolate the purpose of their listening, and then understand the meaningful parts of a conversation.

Listening strategies covered in Soundwaves include listening for gist, listening for sequence, listening for
inference, listening for the main idea, and listening for details. The opportunities offered to practice these
important listening strategies equip the students with the language scaffolding they need to utilize these
strategies effectively.

Series Approach

Soundwaves primarily utilizes acommunicative approach tolanguage learning. This approach advocates task-
based and student-centered lessons, emphasizing interactive activities that model real-life communicative
situations. Exercises are carefully structured and sequenced for students to meet the language goals in each
unit.

The units in Soundwaves feature listening texts that model authentic situations and language. Each thematic
unit incorporates a variety of exercises appropriate to the topic. For example, Unit 6 on Transportation
requires that students listen to instructions and mark a route on a map, while Unit 8 on Shopping involves
listening to a transaction and marking the prices on items. Hence, students are provided with a syntactic and
conversational framework on which to model and practice the language before moving toward independent
production. The purpose is to set up students for success and instill confidence in listening and speaking in
English.

The ultimate objective of any language program is to have students independent and functioning competently
in the target language. To facilitate student independence, Soundwaves includes a Self-study section in each
Student Book, designed to give students additional practice outside the classroom and improve listening
skills.

As your students learn and practice their conversational English-language skills, encourage them to be bold
and speak out. Emphasize that good language learners don’t worry about making mistakes: they are all part
of the learning experience. Tell them, too, that the most important thing when learning a language is to enjoy
themselves. Soundwaves has been developed to help do exactly that.

Nicola Gram




About the Teacher’s Guide

A Teacher’s Guide accompanies each level of Soundwaves. It features useful information on how to teach
the main units and the Review Units. It provides step-by-step lessons and suggestions to help students
develop their listening and speaking skills in the classroom. It also presents an abundance of optional and
extension activities.

The Teacher’s Guide features all the material needed to teach Soundwaves in a comprehensive manner. At
the start of each unit, the listening skills to be taught are indicated. In addition, a description of the content
on the audio recording and the language of the unit are given before each lesson. The specific listening skill
targeted is also listed at the beginning of each audio exercise.

Special Features

Lessons contain additional notes and tips to help teachers develop students’ listening and speaking abilities
in English. These notes and tips are found throughout the Teacher’s Guide.

The Language Note often gives additional information on grammar points, or
‘ information on pronunciation or conversation strategies. It may give definitions
] of words covered in the text or on the audio. The Language Note is intended

as background information, but you may wish to present it to students if they
‘ seem interested.

Language
Note

Culture | The Culture Note gives background information on different situations in context;

Note providing insight into the cultures of English-speaking countries, as well as other
countries. The Culture Note also often provides interesting information related to
the unit topic.

4 i

Extra E Extra Activities appear frequently and give more opportunities to practice Iistening\
Activity ' and speaking. They provide additional exposure to the specific language or a
| chance to use language related to the unit topic. Every unit has at least one Extra
| Activity in which students listen to a recording again for a different purpose or '
| from a different perspective. Some Extra Activities focus on vocabulary, some on
. speaking, and some ask students to do additional research and present material
- orally.
. )

Tip| Tips give suggestions to present to students to help them learn additional listening and  §
speaking strategies to do exercises in the unit. Other tips are useful to help students

maximize their learning in the classroom.

Option: Options appear frequently in the lessons. They suggest ways to provide students with extra practice
on what they have just learned, such as on vocabulary in that unit.




Student
Book 1

Title

LTl 7 ] TR
1 Greetings Greetings and
‘ ) introductions
AR
2 People Physical
A appearance
Shgi
| 3 Family Family members
Rz FEER
4 Home Rooms and
K furniture items
P AR R
|
|
5 School School subjects
=22 SRR

Learning Objectives
23 Bt .

- Greeting people

« Introducing yourself
+ Introducing people
- [ERAIA

- MR AC

- At

- Describing people

- |dentifying people based
on physical description

- FRHIA

- IRESMERER AR

- Identifying family relations

- Describing family members
- PHIRERE

- IR R

- Describing the home

- Locating things in the home

- Identifying furniture/household items
- R

- B R T HI Y

- R R B/ FE i

- Describing school subjects
- Expressing preferences
- RIEEWH

Review Units 1 -5 1~5 858>

Scope and Seguence

- Formal/informal
greetings and
introductions

- IERVAEIE R Al
AR

- Order of adjectives
- LA R I

- Family relations
+ In-laws

- Family tree

- RERER

- W%

- Kig

- Prepositions:
at, on, in, above,
under, etc.

- 4id). at, on, in,
above, under %

- Preferences —
positive/negative

- BlF—HEIBE



Student
Book 1

Unit Title

HIL AR
| 6 Transportation
bt

7 Food
'Y

8 Shopping

W4
9 Fashion

B} i
10 Jobs

THE

R

Directions

JiTE

Food items and
Cooking
BYSEE

Money and
purchases

BE5 WY

Fashion styles

FiF i JXUAS

Types of jobs
TAEH

Review Units 6 — 10

Learhing Objectives
23] BHiw

- Asking for directions
- Giving directions

- Reading maps

- [ %

- TR

- Zr e &

- |dentifying different kinds of food
« Following instructions

- Reading recipes

- WHIARFEHEY)

- HAR S BME

- PR

- Making requests
- Asking about prices

- Completing transactions/purchasing

items

- FHIER

- HIA A&

- SERLAE 5 WK

- Describing fashion styles
- Asking for/giving opinions
- TR B G XU

- Y] B /2R A A

- |dentifying different jobs

- Describing abilities, skills
and qualities

- Discussing interests

- AR TAE

- FRBEST . BETIFNA R

- e

6~10 BrE >

Scope and Sequence

« Prepositions of
place

- Jrfsi4vinl

- Instructions —
imperative verbs

- 5o ——p i

« Numbers

- Prices

- Currencies
- %

- i

- BEh

- Types of clothing
- KR RFRAE

- Job preferences

- THEELF




Bk SCOPE and Seguence

Learning Objectives

2] iR
11 Health Types of exercise - Identifying different kinds of exercise - Adverbs of
ik ENGESIUTESEN- - Describing routines frequency
Bt - Making schedules k|
- PRI FIFh 2 A B
- R B HEHE
- il E TR
12 Leisure Weekend - Describing weekend activities - Past simple
| NG activities - Discussing events in the past - Past progressive
| JAR BN - R ARG S - —ffat Fit
- Whsa ZHESF - W EHETH
13 Entertainment TV programs - |dentifying types of TV programs - Degrees of
BIR AL H - Expressing preferences preference
- RAIAFRE R AT B - Comparative/
1 - BIAEY superlative forms
‘ - BEE
| - HARGUBB S
|
14 Going Out Outings with + Making suggestions + Suggestions/
A the family - Negotiating activities responses — positive/
255N - EHEI negative ‘
- BRIES) - E/EE— |
HE/EE
| 15 Travel Traveling - Identifying countries - Suffix — -an, -ese, i,
TRAT places - Describing places -ish
‘ HRAT HiLs - Planning a trip - JG%——-an, -ese,
\ - Reading maps -i, -ish
‘ - FHIARFERER
« IR [F] § M J7
- HHRI— R AT
- B b A
| Review Units 11 — 15 11~15 564




Student
Book 1

Learning Objectives
2 Bz

16 Special Days Special days - |dentifying special days
FFERE H ¥ in the year - Comparing celebrations and holiday
— A R RFRR Y customs
H¥ - HHIRERE H T
- BT BRAMIR B ST
17 News Types of news - ldentifying types of news
#riE NEEZLE - |dentifying the main idea and details in
\ a news report
\ « PRI FZE 2 A5 H
\ - PRI P H5E P R A
i
.18 Weather Weather - Describing types of weather
i S reports - |dentifying details in a weather report
gt Sk - Making predictions
| - HAR KA RS
‘ - FRNR SR TR A AT
| - fcE
L R e
19 Environment Landscapes and « Identifying types of landscapes and
‘ HiE climates climates
‘ AR AN - Describing landscapes and climates
around the world
- TRAIA [F] S 2Y i s 55 AU
| - FAR A A A A
20 Communications Telephone + Identifying information
| WAE conversations - Expressing information
‘ HLIE AT IR - Clarifying details
- FIE R
- RIXMER
- BIET
Review Units 16 — 20 16~20 #5835
Self-study Units 1 — 20  1~20 %jﬁﬁ;

Scope and Sequence

+ Ordinal numbers
« Western holidays
- FPgiiA]

- P HIMR A

- Broadcast-style

language

- News scripts
RS EIIE S
- Fr R

+ Temperature range
- Degrees Celsius/

Fahrenheit

» SIRTEHE
- BRERAE PRI BE

» Suffix — -ous, -ed
- J58%i—— -ous, -ed

- Telephone

conversations —
Formal/informal

- IESRIR—IERY

FEIEX
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Warm-u P 1. What is a listening strategy?

2. What strategies do you use in listening, either in your first language or in
English?

Look at the pictures and describe the scenes.

R R IR P R

What are they
talking about?

[What is the point?
|

Did you hear what the
temper‘ature is today? CMay I t%ke your order?)

Look at the pictures again. Identify the listening strategy for each picture. Use the Vocabulary Note to
help you.

FARE—EE R . FIErE K E R BT eI /15K . {8 fVocabulary NoteH iyialiE

VOCabUIary Note listening for sequence ( W) ), listening for gist (
& ), listening for the main idea (WFAK% ), listening for
details (45 )




Warm-up

Preview 1. Tell students that this book will help them

learn to understand spoken English better.

2. Tell students a brief story — either in English or in
the students’ first language — about something that
happened to you at school, something in the news,
or about a current movie or album. Then ask:

1. What was the general topic, or gist, of what |
said? 2. What was an important fact, or detail, you
remember? Call on students to answer.

3. Tell students that they had to use listening
strategies to answer the questions: when they
listen, they are probably already using strategies

— they try to understand the overall topic and the
speaker’s ideas about the topic, and they listen for
important details.

1. Ask the first question. Help students with the
overall concept: strategies are the thoughts and
behaviors learners use to understand and learn
information, such as spoken language.

2. Ask the second question. Help students with the
overall concept and elicit answers (e.g., listen for
overall topic, use what they already know about a
topic to help understand what a speaker is saying,
guess what a speaker will say next from what he/she
has already said).

3. Option: Have students work individually to list
situations in which they commonly listen to English.
Have students share answers. Then with the class,
discuss problems students have with comprehension
as they listen to English (e.g., people talking too fast,
not knowing words).

Part 1

Students learn important listening strategies and
how to use them.

1. Read the directions aloud. Ask four students

to each read one of the questions in the pictures
aloud.

2. Give students a few minutes to look at the
pictures and decide on their answers.

3. Have students work in pairs and share answers.
4. Go over answers with the class. (Possible answers:
First picture: Three students are in class. Two students
are whispering, and the third student wonders what
they are whispering about. Second picture: The girl is
reading the boy’s report for school, and she doesn’t

understand the overall idea of what he is trying to say.
Third picture: Two women are listening to a weather
report on a portable device. One wants to know the
temperature for today. Fourth picture: A couple are
dining in a restaurant, and the waiter is going to take
their order.)

Extra Have students work in pairs, choose one
Activity

of the situations in the pictures, and make
up a conversation of several exchanges.
Have pairs share their conversation with
another pair.

Vocabulary Note

1. Tell students that they will use the expressions in
the Vocabulary Note as they do the task in 1B.

2. Read the expressions aloud. Ask students to
guess the meanings.

Language | In this text, the gist is the overall topic
Note of a conversation. The main idea is the

key point in the conversation or the key

' point the speaker is making. Sequence
is another word for order, and details
are specific information.

3. Read the directions aloud.

4. Have students work individually to do the task.
5. Go over answers with the class. (Answers: First
picture: listening for gist; Second picture: listening
for the main idea; Third picture: listening for detail;
Fourth picture: listening for sequence —i.e., order
of courses in a meal.)




1. Read the directions aloud.
2. Have students work individually to do the task.
3. Go over answers with the class.

Part 2

Students practice using the strategy of listening for
sequence and listening to confirm answers.

;L.\
1. Read the directions aloud.
2. Give students a few minutes to look at the picture
and decide on their answers.
3. Have students work in pairs and share ideas.
4. Go over answers with the class. (Possible
answers: They are talking about the dog. They are
talking about the weather. They are talking about the
park.) Write predictions on the board.

Tip ‘ Tell students that understanding the context of a
| conversation or the situation can help in listening
and understanding. They can use knowledge of

the situations to guess the topics and even key |

words in the conversation they are listening to.

Listening skill: listening for
sequence — conversation
in a park

20 A

1. Read the directions aloud. Explain that students
have to listen for the order of the exchanges.

Tip Tell students that it is important for students to

| understand what they are listening for as they
do tasks in the text. They should understand

their purpose for listening. This is given in the

directi
2. Tell students to read over the exchanges.

Tip
read the items before they listen. It is particularly
helpful for sequencing activities like this one.

3. Play the recording once. Tell students to listen

and write the numbers next to the exchanges — 1
for the first exchange they hear, 2 for the second,
and so on.

Itis helpful in all activities in the text for students to |

( Exercise 2B @

Phil: Hi there.

Josie: Oh, hello.

Phil: Hey, what’s your dog’s name?

Josie: Barney.

Phil: Cute name. | think I’ve seen Barney running
around the park before.

Josie: Yes, he really likes coming to the park.

Phil: I’m often running in the park. By the way, my
name is Phil. What’s your name?

Josie: I’m Josie. Nice to meet you, Phil.

Phil: Good to meet you, Josie.

Josie: Well, see you around.

Phil: Yes, I’ll see you, and your dog, later.

Josie: Bye.

I;.,

1. Read the directions aloud.

2. Play the recording again, and have students
check answers. Go over answers with the class.
3. Option: Have students see if their predictions
about the content of the dialog were correct.

Listening skill: listening to confirm
answers — conversation
in a park

')

£ )
Extra 1. Write the following questions on the board.
Activity (1) Who are Josie and Phil?

(2) Does Phil know Josie before the
conversation?

(3) At the end, do Phil and Josie have a
set time to meet again?

(4) What is the dog’s name?

~ (5) What does the dog like to do?

| 2. Read over the questions. Ask, “Which
questions ask for gist and main ideas?”
(Answers: 1, 2, 3) “Which questions ask
- for details?” (Answers: 4, 5)

= 3. Play the recording again, and have

- students write their answers.

. 4. Goover answers with the class. [ Answers:
(1) Young people who like to jog in the park.
. (2) No (3) No (4) Barney (5) He likes coming
. to the park. ] p

Culture| In countries like the United States, having }
Note a dog is a good way to meet other people.
It is considered appropriate to start a

conversation about a person’s dog even if
the person is a stranger.

'I;' Pair Work @M

1. Read the directions aloud.
2. Have students work in pairs and role-play the
dialog.



e Match the questions to the listening strategies. Draw lines.

Sk (] BEAIXT L I WT ) SRR LK

1. Can you follow the order of things said? a) Listening for the main idea
2. What is the conversation generally about? b) Listening for details

3. What is the key point in the discussion? c) Listening for gist

4. Can you listen for specific information? d) Listening for sequence

Look at the photo of Phil and Josie. Predict what they are talking about.
&PhilflJosiefff Fr o FERMITIERERT A

Listening for sequence. Listen and number the sentences from 1 to 12 to put the dialog

in order. '| - ..

WERE . WF %3 30 F T B F 1~ 128 .
(D) Hithere.

Yes, he really likes coming to the park.
(Z) On, hello.

Hey, what’s your dog’s name?

Cute name. | think I’ve seen Barney
running around the park before.

(D) Well, see you around.
I’m Josie. Nice to meet you, Phil.

I’m often running in the park. By the way,
my name is Phil. What’s your name?

@ Bye.

(9) Good to meet you, Josie.
Barney.

@ Yes, I’ll see you, and your dog, later.

Listen again and check your answers.
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Pair Work i‘

Pair up with a classmate. Role-play the dialog in 2B.
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Take Note Wnen you practice your listening skills in English, it’s important to use
Useful Language ~ these sentences whenever necessary.
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-  Please say that again.

=<  (Can you repeat the question?

-+ Please speak more slowly.

-~ Sorry, | don’t understand.

.4 Can you explain it again?




Listen to the conversation between Maria and Kim.
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Listening for gist. Circle the correct response.
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a) Maria and Kim are talking about their school subjects.
@Maria and Kim are discussing Kim’s exam tomorrow.
¢) Maria and Kim are discussing Kim’s chores at home.

Listening for the main idea. Circle the correct response.
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a) Kim has a good friend named Maria.

b) Kim has many chores to do at home.
@Kim is stressed about her exam.

e Listening for details. Listen to the conversation again. Circle the correct responses. n.
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1. What is the main reason for Kim’s stress? 4. Does Kim need to do chores at home?
%‘% Her physics exam @) Yes
Her history essay No
c) Her math assignment c) No information given
2. What percentage of her grade is the exam 5. What kind of chores does Kim have to do?
worth?
a) Mow the lawn
a) 13% b) Clean her room
b% 30% Walk the dog
c) 35%

3. Has Kim prepared for the exam?
@ Yes
\b“) No

c) Noinformation given

@88 Listen again and check your answers. n
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