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~ U.S. AGREES TO BOOST ARMS SALES TO ASEAN

The United States has agreed to boost weapons
sales to members of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) .in the light of the deteriorating
situation - in Cambodia, Defense Minister Amar Taib
Mahmud told reporters Monday.

Taib said U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Richard
Holbrooke had informed him the administration already
has given the U.S. Congress proposals for such sales
and that Congress would approve them.
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3 POL LEADERS URGE OHIRA TO QUIT

.Two former premiers and-a former defense agency
chief called on Prime Minister Massayoshi Ohira Monday
to step down immediately to avoid the governing Liberal
Democratic Party’s collapse.

Former premiers Takeo Miki and Takeo Fukuda
and foi'mer-DitectOr general of the Japanese Defense
Agency Yasuhiro Nakasone, told a joint news confer-
ence, “we sincerely ‘hope that .Prime Minister Ohira
makes aecision immediately.”

_On the eve of a special parliamentary session, the
three factional leaders inside the ruling party also
stressed that neigher their party nor the country can
allow “the political uncertainty” to persist any longer
following the electoral setback earlier this month.

“To b_reak the long political impasse, Prime
Minister Ohira should take the electorates judgement
seriously,” the three. leaders said, holding Ohira

responsible for the party’s failure to win a ‘simple

majonty in the Oct. 7 general electlon
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