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Preface

The geographical term of Qiandongnan (South-east Guizhou),though
rarely known by the outside world,is a Miao and Dong Autonomous
Prefecture, with nearly one fourth of the Miao peple and half of the
Dong people of China living here. The minority people are 76 percent
of the total population in the prefecture, and that makes Qiandongnan
have the highest density of minority people compared with the other
twenty nine autonomous prefectures in China. It also contains Xijiang
Village and Zhaoxin Village-the biggest Miao village and Dong village
in China.

The prefecture consists of one city and fifteen counties, covering a
land of thirty thousand square kilometers,where high mountains,deep
valleys and thick forests can be seen everywhere. In the past when the
region was inaccessible, travellers in China seldom visited this place.
Before the reform and opening drive, foreigners could not freely come
here. People’s impressions showed that it was a remote and desolate
place. As a result,the primeval natural ecologly and tht minority culture
have been fortunately preserved.

It seems that you have entered a green world when comimg to
Qiandongnan, where forests cover 42 percent of the land. In fact,
eight out of ten forestry counties in Guizhou Province are located here,
and the region is a key forestry zone. Even places short of forests are
covered with thick bushes and green grass. In the depths of the Miaoling
Mountains are Mt. Leigong Nature Rerserve and Jianhe Broadleaf

Forestry Rerserve without any man-made tracks, which are paradise

haunts of wild animals. Along the winding roads through the forests, -

you can find it is full of singing birds and fragrant flowers.Travellers
from cities often say jokingly that they come here and "wash the lungs
with fresh air".These green mountains provide us with 2900 clear rivers,
big or small--the Wuyang River the Qingshui River the Long'ao River,
the Gaoguo River; the Shamu River, the Yedong River, the Bazhou River
and the list goes on. Up to now, there are one state-rank and six
province-rank natural scenic spots here. Guizhou is a park province
while Qiandongnan Prefecture is a beautiful garden within the park.
Coming to Qiandongnan Prefecture, you will feel that it is not only the

change of space, but also a change of time. Rich historical culture still

-

exists--hair cuts of the Tang Dynasty, dresses of the Song Dynasty,
architecture of the Ming and Qing Dynasties life styles of the Wei and
Jing Dynasties. When guests arrive, the Miao and Dong people have
their own etiquettes to welcome them: Blocking-road Wine and Blocking
gate Wine. The most distinguished guests have to pass and drink twelve
Bloching-road wines before entering the village. The beautifully dressed
girls will meet guests wih mellow rice wine and sweet songs while the
bold and uninhabited boys with the playing of Lusheng-pipes and
Mangtong-pipes.On the Lusheng-playing ground, pretty Miao and
Dong girls dance lightly and even the old cannot help joining them.
You will be absorbed by the melodious songs and the bold dances.
Then you cannot help joining the dancing people, no matter how shy,
or serious or refined you are ordinarily.

With the implementation of reform and opening policies, and with the
improvement of the infrastructures here, the Miao and Dong people
begin to go out of the mountains. Travellers come here swarming and
this place is gradually known by the outside world. They have found
the Miao's Wooden Drum Dance and describe it as Oriental Disco they
have enjoyed the Dong Chorus with several parts and no makeup,
and then brought it to create a furore in Paris. No wonder the world
Native Culture Fund has chosen the place as one of The Ten World-
wide Tourist Destinations of Returning to Simlplicity and Nature; no
wonder the Chinese Tourist Bureau has chosen an ethnic custom picture
here as one of the eight tourist posters for the Chinese Travelling Year
and no wonder Chinese Custom Photo Association has chosen it as

their photo-taking base...
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Information about the Prefecture on Wenhui Daily of
HongKong
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One of the Eight Posters For 1997 Chinese Travelling year
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Articles about the Customs of the Prefecture in Foreign
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® 85 Curiosity
® RMTIB Forget to Take Photos
® EARRZEESEZRE A Norwegian Friend in Miao Costumes
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Scenic spot of Wuyang River
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The Wuyang River scenic spot, approved a key state-rank scenic spot in 1994, treats the Wuyang River as a tie, linking with wonderful
peaks and valleys, primeval forests, natural scenes of clouds and waterfalls, connecting with the ancient town of Zhenyuan and
regions of ethnic customs. It is a paradise for travelling, vacationing or scientific and cultural activities.

After leaving Kaili, the capital city of Qiandongnan Prefecture, your first stop will be the Chong’an River Scenic Spot, Here you can
see The Three-dynasty Bridges, The Ancient Gorges, Wangba Village and Fengxiang Village--two tourist attractions of Gejia ethnic
customs. On the upper reaches of the Chong'an River is a tributary called the Yedong River. lts clear water flows through two caves
and it is a good place for rafting. Around the Chong'an River Scenic Spot, there are many attractions to visit: the old town of
Jiuzhou, Wuyang Lake Valley, Zhujiashan Primeval Forests, Langdong Hot Sping, Cloud-flying Precipice, also called Number One
Cave in South Guizhou) and Cloud-flying Valley.

In Shibin county, besides the enchanting scenes on the upper and lower reaches of the Wuyang River, there is still a beautiful river
called the Shamu River, which is described as the Number One Rafting River in Guizhou. With vary good vegetation on its banks,
the rafting on the river, more thrilling than hurting, makes you forget the busy and tiring life in cities. In the frequently foggy Mt.
Yuntan and Heichong Scenic Spots, you can see currents running through deep valleys, isolated peaks and grotesque rocks, and
green hills covered with trees and bambos. They are really good summer resorts.

Called the Lock Between Hunan and Guizhou, Key Fort on Water and Land Routes, Zhenyuan is a well-known ancient cultural town
of state rank. With the Wuyang River passing through the town, it is also deseribed as Qriental Venice, In onecliff beside the river
are the ancient buildings of Black Dragon Cave. In the town ancient lanes, houses and wells are very well preserved. Outside the
town is the rural natural scenes at Tiexi, which is deseribed in a famous classical novel Unofficial History of Officialdom. Of course,
you can join the Dong people at Baojing for their Sanyuesan Festival. ‘

The Long'ao River, a tributary of Wuyang River,has a much lower riverbed. Along the river, you can see rising peaks or steep hills
where many scenes can be found--water falls plunging down from cliffs and fountains spurting into the sky, forests of green trees
and bamboos. Within this scenic spot of province rank, the primitive Nuo Opera
and its typical skills as well as the Miao customs may attract your attentions.
The Tomb of Cheng Yuanyuan, a concubine of Wu Sangui (a high ranking
official at the end of the Ming Dynasty and the beginning of the Qing Dynasty)

surely will also attract your eyes.
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The Lusheng Festival at Gulong
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The Ancient Town of Jiuzhou
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18 KDY Gejia Girls
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Qian Dong Nan Tourism

WU Giving silk Zongzi

& RFTIREE Club-beating Dance by Gejia People

YE[TEY One Month Old Ceremony
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Rapting on the shamu River

ERTRRBIRTH
The Rafting on the Shamu River--more threilling
than hurting
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