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My auntie’s name is Good—good Wang, an unusual name, for it has two
“good” in it.

Anyway, who wouldn’t want a special name? Just look at Zhang Xiaosa
(elegant and graceful) in my class. With his name, you would think that he
should have a bright future; or consider Lin Diyi (number one), a name that
is even more special —— Number One in the whole class!

Although one may have any name they might want, many people’s names
do not match their characters. Take Zhang Xiaosa for example. There is
nothing elegant or graceful at all about him. He even needs to count on his
fingers in order to add up numbers. He is also a coward. And that Lin Diyi,
he does rank number one in every test, but number one counting form the
bottom. This may be number one, but in a laughable way.

Auntie is an exception. Her name is Good—good, and she is truly a good
person. Everybody says so. It is impossible to say anything nasty about her.
Auntie Good—-good has a mild disposition, and she wears a smile all day
long. That is the only facial expression | have ever seen on her.

.And most strangely, she always sings when she is working, as if working is



not something tedious but something rewarding. Once she became ill and
had to take some Chinese medicine. | thought she might knit her brows
when she drank that bitter concoction, but she gladly gulped down the broth
as if it were fresh fruit juice. She even licked the bowl clean. | was flabber—
gasted.

However, there are occasions when Auntie is in low spirits. It is usually at
times when she has found her clothes fit too tight; or when she is unable to
button up her dress, or when the zipper on her clothes breaks when she
tries to squat.

Auntie is indeed quite fat but nobody knows her weight because every time
she passes the scale she doesn’t bother to look at it. | once heard her say—
ing to a friend, “Don’t worry, I’m five kilograms heavier than you! " Natu-
rally she knew her own weight but didn’t let others know her “secret”.

| worry that the fat friend of Auntie’s might want to visit my home, because
she always wears a pair of shoes with very thin and high heels, and a tight
dress as if she is wrapped up like a zongzi (pyramid—shaped dumpling made

of glutinous rice wrapped tight with bamboo or reed leaves). When she



walks, | fear that she may fall all of a sudden. But | would probably feel
more uneasy if she were to sit on a sofa because the sofa would creak
under her weight, as though it might collapse any second.

When the two of them meet, they often talk about what kind of clothes
might make them look more slender or they complain that they have taken
a whole carton of diet tea but that it does not work. Once | heard Auntie
saying, “It is all because nothing irritates me, or | wouldn’t have become so
plump! "

So | very much want Auntie to become upset so she will become slim. It
doesn’t seem too difficult to do. For instance, | might draw a pirate ship or
a skeleton with black ink on her door, or break three dishes every day, or
dance to disco music on her bed, or turn the radio volume to its maximum,
or play a march tune with the lid of a cooker...

| have tried all those tricks, but sadly each time Auntie just smiles and says,
“What a naughty child! " She never gets mad. Instead she is happy!

Well, so the weight of Auntie will have to be kept secret.
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