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PREFACE

In Guizhou, three fourths of the area are of the Karst terrain. It
is of strategic significance for the economic development of Guizhou to
realize its karstenvironment correctly and to strengthen the exploitation,
utilization and management of its natural karst resources, and to study
the problems of the conservation of its karst environment. Since the
first symposium on the karst environment of Guizhou in 1983, the
environmentilists in Guizhou have done some effective studies in various
aspects. A Study on the Karst Environment in Guizhou in front of you
is a brief summary to these studies.

It is well-known that the environmental problems relate closely to
the mismanagement of human activities in the course of economic
construction, which is very apparent especially in the karst terrains.
Therefore, the study of environmental problems should be related with
that of the economic and social development, which in turn, must lay
stress on the coordination and the unity of the construction and the
environment. In Guizhou, a province situated in the karst terrain, the
karst environment should be considered for the exploitation of mineral
resources, the hydraulic and hydroelectric construction, the utilization
of water resources, the conservation of the plant cover and forest, the
development of the agriculture and animal husbandry, the urban planning
and construction ect., otherwise we will suffer penalty from the nature.
The lessons in this aspect are profound. In recent years, the gravity
and the urgency of the karst environmental problems have been realized
gradually. Nevertheless, the thorough and comprehensive understanding
of the karst environment is a gradual process. Although recent studies
on karst environment have obtained some achievements, yet those on the
effective protection and the rational exploitation and utilization of the
karst environmental resources are still weak, some fields are even blank.
Today, natural and social sciences tend to combine organically,which is
of imperative necessety to the economic and social development. If our
studies on the karst environment can promote practically the mnational
economic construction of Guizhou Province, we will be most gratified.
We hope that there are not only more environmentilists and scientists,
but also more specialists in social sciences to be concerned with and

join in our work to make joint efforts for promoting the karst environmental



studies so as to serve the economic and social development.

In September of this year, Guizhou Society of Environmental Sciences
will convene the second symposium on the karst environment of Guizhou.
The papers for this symposium are carefully chosen and published so as to
extend the scientific exchange. The editorial board of this book entrusted
Yang Mingde, Mao Jianquan and Yang Hankui to write the article 4
Preliminary Study on the Karst FEnvironment and Economic Development
Sfo Guizhouw. The article expounds briefly the conditions of Guizhou
karst environment and its existing problems and discusses the problems
of the economic development in the karst terrain of Guizhou. According
to the policy of the contention of a hundred schools of thoughts, the
papers collected in this book are kept in their original forms and the
readers can see different scientific viewpoints and opinions among them.
The editorial board only does some arrangement and necessary revisions.

The members of the editorial board include Du Yangzhen, Meng
Xianwen, Deng Fenglin, Yang Mingde, Yang Hankui, Mao Jianquan,
Hu Chengneng, Ma Xianming, Cai Jirong, Zhou Ruxin, Tu Yulin and Li
Jingyang. Ma Xianhui, Rong Enxiao and Dai Xinchun have joined in the
editorial work. The publication of the book has been supported by and
obtained warm concern from Guizhou Environment Pretection Bureau
and Guizhou Science Technology Association. We are grateful to
Professor Zhang Yingjun of Guizhou Normal University for his
direction. We are also grateful to the People’s Publishing House of
Guizhou, the Printing Factory of Guizhou Institute of Technology for
their active helps and to the Guizhou Academy for its financial aid.

Guizhou Society of Environmental Sciences

June, 1988.
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