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Unit 1

Passage |

A Library

A library is a place for the collection of books.
You can see library assistants in the library. A
library may be quite small or it may be large.
Libraries, both big and small ones, are for us to use.
You may go to read books there. You may borrow
books from the library.

Do you have a school library? Of course you
have, and your teacher will tell you how to use it.
You must read as many books as you can. It will do
you good.



There are public libraries in the city. All the
people in the city can read or borrow books in the
public libraries.

These are large collections of books in the
library. You can borrow them if you have a library
card. If you want to borrow a book but you can’t
find 1t, you may ask the library assistant for help.
When you borrow a book, the library assistant will
take your card and write a date in the book. Then
you may take it home. But you must give it back to
the library before the date.

cAHotes

1. collection [ka'lekfan] n.Yi(i%: 18 &M,
collection of books: J& 5.

2. borrow [{'borou] v. f; f&H .

3. public library: A LEI1E.

4. date [deit]n. H¥H: H¥: B,

‘Exercises

Choose the right answer for each blank:
1. A library is a place where
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A. you can see the collection of stamps
B. you can borrow books
C. you can read aloud
D. your teacher will tell you stories
2. When you borrow a book from the library,
A. you can keep it all the time
B. you must write a date in the book
C. you must give it back to the library before the
date
D. you must read it in the library

Passage 2

What Is a Library for?

What is a library for? Most libraries have
books and other things to read. Many of them have
things to listen to. Some libraries even have
computers. Very few people would think of a
library as a place to live in.
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One library in New York City turned into a
home for 250 people for several days. They were
all people near the library. They moved into the
library for a very special reason. They slept on the
floor. Why did the people move into the library?

The people moved into the library because the
city wanted to close it to save money. These 250
New Yorkers loved their library. They did not want
to lose it. So they moved in. They knew that the
library could not be closed if they were living
inside it. Finally the city agreed to keep the library
open, and the people all went home.

Niolas

1. computer [kam'pju:ta] n. HEHL; EfK.

2. New York City: ZHZTH .

3. for a very special reason: [KArEF )R
;.

4. New Yorker: A#A.

5. inside {'in'said] adv. {£H.{f; prep. fE--=-
ZW.

6. agree to: [@F& . Finally the city agreed to
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keep the library open. f&f5, %M R E4REE T E
FiE.

‘Exercises

Choose the right answer for each blank:
1. The library almost closed,
A. because many people think it as a place to live
in
B. because no one wanted to use it
C. because it was burned down
D. because the city wanted to save money
2. 250 New Yorkers lived in the library for several days,
because .
A. they had no place to live in
B. the library was a public place for living
C. they didn’t want the library to be closed
D. they wanted to read a lots of books these days
3. The people in this story
A. were all teachers
B. probably liked to read
C. did not read any books
D. wanted to watch TV



Passage 3

The British Museum

The British Museum is the biggest museum in
the world. Inside, you feel smaller than usual.
There are about a hundred things to see.

The story of the British Museum goes back
three hundred years to one unusual man, Sir Hans
Sloane, doctor to King George II. The doctor
collected books, drawings, clothes, money, animals,
flowers, and things from all over the world. The
doctor wanted everything to stay together when he
died, so that people could come and look at it. The
British Museum had begun. King George II gave
his library, and the museum started to grow.

The British Museum opened in 1759, six years
after Sir Hans Sloane died. At first the museum was
only open three days a week and only ten people
could enter in an hour, there wasn’t much time to
see things. Visitors had to run through the rooms.
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By about 1800, things began to get better,
wonderful statues, three thousand years old, arrived
from Egypt.

George IV sold all his books to the Museum
secretly. A hundred years ago not only old books
but also new ones arrived at the museum, and more
people came to read them. Since then many famous
men have written and studied there. And the library
is growing faster and faster. There are four
kilometres of new shelves every year and there are
about two million visitors every year.

Niodas

1. The British Museum K &IEYTH.
. unusual [Anju:zusl] a. AF&E .

. King George Il %A i,

. visitors ['vizitd] n. BWE: HE.

. Egypt {'i:dzipt] & XK.

. secretly ['si:kritli] ad. FEEFHE.

. million ['miljon) n. H /i

~N Yy b AW N
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Exercises

Choose the right answer for each blank:
1. Sir Hans Sloane was interested in
A. living things
B. drawing
C. reading
D. collecting all kinds of things
2. When you go inside the British Museum, you feel
smaller than usual because
A. the museum is very big
B. the museum is empty
C. you are too small
D. there are too many things in it
3. Sir Hans Sloane died
A.in 1753 B.in 1759
C.in 1800 D. in 1765
4. At first, the visitors had to run through the museum

because

A. there weren’t anything to see

B. they were not interested in the things in it
C. they had only an hour to see all the things
D. they had something else to do



BEHg 9

5. There are about visitors every year.
A. millions of B. four millions
C. two millions D. four million
Passage 4
An Abstract Drawing

One day in a drawing class, the teacher told
the class to draw an abstract drawing.

After a while, a small boy turned his drawing
in. The teacher looked at it but saw nothing, only a
piece of white paper.

“What did you draw?” said the teacher.

“A cow eats grass,” the boy answered.

“Where is the grass?”

“The cow has eaten it up,” replied the boy.

“Well, but where is the cow?” the teacher
asked again.

“It ate up the grass and then went away to



